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Cargo Theft Report
EMEA

Introduction
Like in previous quarters, the SensiGuard™ Supply Chain
Intelligence Center (SCIC) has worked diligently to obtain as
much data as possible in Q3-2018 pertaining to cargo theft.
The result is a total of 1,581 incidents recorded thus far for the
aforementioned quarter. This is an increase of 52% compared
to Q3-2017, which had just 1,039 incidents attributed. This
number of incidents recorded is the highest within the industry
for the EMEA region. The SCIC will put in every effort to continue
the trend of remaining on top of helping the industry to mitigate
cargo theft risks by providing them with relevant data.
The following heat map still shows a rather similar picture
compared to the heat maps used in previous quarterly reports
of the SCIC, being that most activity is projected in the Western
part of Europe. The SCIC will keep stressing that this is not due
to criminals being more active in this part of the EMEA region,
but due to the fact that multiple countries in this part do a much
better job at reporting cargo theft crime. This versus the fact
that the majority of the countries in the region still struggle with
severe underreporting.
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Year on Year Comparison of Total Cargo
Crime
The SCIC presents a Year on Year (YoY) comparison for
Q3-2018 and Q3-2017. In consecutive order, we will take a look
at the incidents by Month, Value, Country, Event Type, Product
Type, Day and Time of Day.

EMEA—Incidents Recorded
by Month, Q3-2017 vs Q3-2018
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The following graph depicts two very different trends when
comparing Q3-2018 and Q3-2017 by month. The third quarter
of this year’s shows relatively marginal differences between
the three months when it comes to the amount of incidents
recorded. One can also see that there was a minor dip in August
(500 incidents), which is common due to the holiday period. The
highest amount of incidents was recorded in September (544)
and July came in second (537 incidents).
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Cargo Theft by Month
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The graph clearly projects that a high amount of product stolen
does not necessarily entail that a high average value was lost
and vice versa. Actually, some of the lowest amounts stolen,
account for the highest average values lost. The total value lost
(including Cash-in-Transit) in Q3-2018 was €44,454,854.
Compared to Q3-2017, which had a total of €28,703,945, this is
a 55% increase. However, as usual most incidents do not have
a value attributed, therefore the SCIC was able to obtain the
value of only 736 incidents of the 1,581 recorded, which is a
mere 47% (or not even half) of the cases. In Q3-2017 the SCIC
was able to attribute a value to 410 of the 1,039 incidents
recorded (39%), so the number has improved slightly.
The average value that the SCIC was able to record in Q3-2018
was €60,401, which is lower than in Q3-2017 with €70,010.
This is a decrease of 14%.

2018

The trend in Q3-2017 was an upward trend with July having
the lowest amount of incidents recorded (266) and September
having the highest amount of incidents recorded (445). Like
the previous quarter in 2018, this quarter’s lowest amount of
incidents was still higher than the highest amount recorded in
the same quarter last year.

Cargo Theft by Total Value
In order to get a clearer picture of the average value divided
over the different product types, the SCIC has opted to take out
the product type Cash-in-Transit. This product type usually has
such a high value attributed to it, that it completely decimates
the projection of the remainder of product types. Therefore, the
following graph depicts all product types stolen minus Cash-inTransit.
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EMEA—Cargo Theft by
Product and Value, Q3-2018

Cargo Theft by Country
The SCIC has still been able to count on the help of our
respected partners that provide us with the much-needed data
in order to put together the quarterly reports. The consequence
is that the countries from which we receive data are also the
countries that usually show up in the top five countries with most
incidents recorded. The SCIC wants to stress that this is most
likely different from the countries where most cargo theft incidents
actually occur. The top five would most likely look drastically
different if all countries reported their cargo theft incidents as
conscientiously as our industry partners.
In Q3-2018, the top five countries that had the most incidents
recorded were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

United Kingdom (619)
Germany (282)
Sweden (281)
The Netherlands (105)
South Africa (90)
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Cargo Theft by Product Type

EMEA—Incidents Recorded
by Country (Top Ten), Q3-2018

Of the known product types stolen in Q3-2018, Auto & Parts
(12%) was again the top ranking of the incidents recorded. Food
& Drinks (6%) followed in second place, and the top three was
closed off by Tobacco (5%).
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The countries that were represented in Q3-2017 are mostly
similar; the one difference is that Sweden was not represented on
the list, but Belgium was. The top five consisted of U.K. (314),
Germany (234), Belgium (195), The Netherlands (109), and South
Africa (60). So comparing the two quarters with each other, it
becomes clear that the U.K. saw a 97% increase in cargo thefts
recorded.

Cargo Theft by Event Type
The relatively simple event type Curtain Slashing is usually high
on the list for criminals, most likely due to the fact that execution
takes rather limited preparation time and organization. In Q3-2018
Curtain Slashing took the number one spot with 39% of the
incidents. The number two position was taken by Pilferage (38%),
followed by Hijacking (6%).

EMEA—Cargo Theft by Event Type
Q3-2018
38%
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Curtain Slashing 39%
Pilferage 38%
Hijacking 6%
Vehicle Theft 5%
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Theft of Full Truckload 3%
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However, the two largest categories were Unknown Product
(29%) and Attempted Theft (20%). Combined, they consisted of
almost half of all the incidents recorded.
Other than Auto & Parts, which was also the number one ranking
product type in Q3-2017, the top three of that year looked fairly
different. The number two position was then taken by Home &
Garden (8%), and last in line was Electronics (7%).

Cargo Theft by Day
The trend of the day of the week in which most cargo theft
incidents occur hardly ever changes. Midweek is usually at
higher risk and in Q3-2018 that entailed Tuesday (255 incidents),
Wednesday (250) and Thursday (242).

EMEA—Cargo Theft by
Day of the Week, Q3-2018
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The top three event types of Q3-2017 were Pilferage (37%),
Curtain Slashing (33%), and Hijacking (8%), which shows
Q3-2017 it was very similar to Q3-2018.
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Even though the top three of Q3-2017 consisted of midweek
days as well, the list was slightly different with Thursday (192)
having most incidents recorded, followed by Wednesday (185)
and Monday (155).

states. Without such a mechanism those carriers from non-EU
countries will not be able to carry cargo into the EU after the U.K.
leaves the EU”.
Source: The Loadstar (U.K.)

Cargo Theft by Time of Day

BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE
The Belt and Road initiative (BRI) is a Chinese
project. The EU does not participate in it, but it is
also not a simple spectator of it. The European
Commission pays attention to the BRI in particular
to ensure that it is not in contradiction with EU’s
interests and values. This is in short the stance of the European
Commission towards the BRI – the revived Eurasian transport
network- explained by Maja Bakran Marcich, Deputy DirectorGeneral of the Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport (DG
MOVE) at the European Commission.
Source: RailFreight.com

It is obvious that criminals prefer to commit their crimes at night,
when there is less chance of being caught. This remains the same
in Q3-2018, with almost two-thirds of the incidents recorded. Still
a large portion (24%), with almost a quarter of all incidents, do not
have a specific time of day attributed to them. And only 13% of
the incidents were recorded in the daytime.

EMEA—Cargo Theft by Time of Day
Q3-2018
13%

Night 63%
Day 13%
Not Defined 24%

63%
24%

In Q2-2017, the numbers were slightly different with 66% of the
incidents being recorded at night and just 6% during daytime. In
28% of the cases, the time of day could not be determined.

LIQUIDATION SWINDLE
An Associate Member of the British International
Freight Association (BIFA), the European Freight
Trades Association (EFTA) is warning its members
about a swindle relating to companies, which
have gone into liquidation. This is an old swindle,
and forwarders that may have outstanding debts owed by failed
companies are advised to be on guard. The fraudsters get a
company’s details off Statements of Affairs/Lists of Creditors filed
at Companies House, then contact that company suggesting that
due to a supposed breach of certain sections of the Insolvency
Act 1986, a creditor can pursue the Directors personally.
Source: Handy Shipping Guide

Peripheral Cargo Theft Risks
AIR CARGO
Thirty-seven airlines, as well as aviation-related
companies, will not be allowed to carry or handle
cargo going to the EU after 29 March 2019, if
the EU fails to create a new ACC3 designator
mechanism—security clearance. The U.K., as an
EU member, provided the carriers with ACC3 designation, but
this will expire once the U.K. ceases to be a member under a ‘no
deal’ scenario. In its ‘guidance on aviation in the event of no deal’,
the U.K. government noted: “The EU has set out that all security
designations of carriers from third countries previously granted
by the U.K. will be treated as expiring on the U.K.’s exit from the
EU.” While it said that the U.K. would continue to allow those
carriers to bring cargo into the U.K., “the EU has not yet set out a
mechanism for these designations to be reissued by EU member

sensitech.com
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Cargo Crime by Country (Top 5)

Location

United Kingdom

Unsecured Parking was and will most likely remain a huge risk to
cargo being transported via roads. In the U.K., it covered 85%
of the incidents recorded. This is slightly lower than in Q3-2017,
when 88% of the incidents were recorded at Unsecured Parking.
Following far behind this quarter is the location In-Transit (9%) and
in third place comes Company Yard/Premises (5%).
Company Yard/Premises (10%) came in second in Q3-2017,
followed by both Warehouse/DC and In-Transit (1% each).
Event Type
The event type that is very common in and typical for Europe
is Curtain Slashing. A large number of trucks drive around with
curtain sided trailers, so it takes little effort for criminals to obtain
what it is they are looking for, by simply slashing the curtains.
This is the number one most commonly recorded type of event in
the U.K. with 64% of the incidents recorded. Pilferage (26%) is a
similar easy-to-execute event type and comes in second. Last in
the top three list of the U.K. this quarter is Fuel Theft (6%).
The top three list for event type in Q3-2017 is similar to the one
from this year with the following percentages: 62%, 18% and 7%.
Product Type

Total
Our respected partner the National Vehicle Crime Intelligence
Service (NaVCIS) continued to share their very valuable data with
the SCIC in Q3-2018. Therefore, the SCIC was able to record a
total of 619 incidents for the United Kingdom (U.K.) this quarter.
This is a 97% increase compared to Q3-2017, in which the SCIC
was able to record a total of 314 incidents in the U.K.
Provinces
The three most targeted areas in Q3-2018 in the U.K. were:
1. East Midlands (252 incidents)
2. South East England (151)
3. Yorkshire and the Humber (84)

A product type that is high on the list for criminals is Auto & Parts
(11%), and as a result it usually takes up the number one position
on the top three list. This is the case in the U.K. as well; however,
it is a shared position with the product type Tobacco (also 11%).
This is down to the large increase in reported Tobacco thefts
occurring in the U.K. at the moment. The next position is taken
by the product type Food & Drinks (9%). Last is Clothing & Shoes
(7%). Unknown Products adds up to 24% and Attempted Thefts
is good for 15% of the incidents recorded in Q3-2018.
In Q3-2017, Auto & Parts (14%) was the number one most
recorded product type as well, followed by Home & Garden (9%)
and Food & Drinks (8%).

The top three provinces of Q3-2017 were East Midlands (143),
South East England (53) and East England (45). Therefore, the
numbers have gone up significantly per province as well.

sensitech.com
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Germany

Location
In Germany, Unsecured Parking is the most targeted location
when it comes to cargo theft. It is at number one with 82% of
the incidents recorded. Falling far behind comes Company Yard/
Premises (9%) and Warehouse/DC (8%).
Unsecured Parking took in the number one spot in Q3-2017 as
well, but with a slightly lower percentage than this quarter, at
78%. Both the number two and three positions were the same in
last year’s quarter as this year’s, however with different numbers,
being respectively 12% and 10%.
Event Type
Germany is known for having a large amount of cargo thefts
being committed by criminals using Curtain Slashing as their
preferred modus operandi. This is no different in Q3-2018, taking
up 59% of the incidents recorded. Another highly popular method
is Pilferage (22%), followed by Facility Theft (8%).
Q3-2017 was no different than Q3-2018, with the exception of
the percentages, which were respectively 55%, 18% and 10%.
Product Type

Total
The heat map above shows significant criminal activity throughout
Germany. Since Q2-2018, the SCIC has been able to count on
the precious support of our trusted partner the Landeskriminalamt
Niedersachsen in Germany. Their valuable data has since been
a major pillar in obtaining better insight in cargo theft trends in
Lower Saxony.
In Q3-2018 the total amount of incidents recorded in Germany
added up to 282, versus 234 in Q3-2017, an increase of 21%.

Auto & Parts is a well sought after product type. This is the case
in Germany as well, where it is positioned at number one with
18% of the incidents recorded. The next most targeted product
types were Building & Industrial (7%) and Electronics (5%). The
biggest category was reserved for Attempted Thefts (47%) that
almost added up to half of the incidents recorded; Unknown
Product was good for 9%
In Q3-2017 the list was relatively similar, with the first two
categories consisting of the same product types as this quarter
with 22% and 6%. The third position however, was taken by
Home & Garden (6%).

Provinces
The three most targeted areas in Q3-2018 in Germany were:
1. Lower Saxony (52 incidents)
2. Thuringia (39)
3. Hesse (38)
Q3-2017 displayed a rather different list of provinces, with North
Rhine-Westphalia (78) taking the number one position, followed
by Lower Saxony (43) and Hesse (33).
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Sweden

Provinces
The three most targeted provinces in Q3-2018 in Sweden were:
1. Stockholm (114 incidents)
2. Skåne (67)
3. Västra Götaland (30)
In Q3-2017 the top three list consisted of Skåne (12), Västra
Götaland (4), and Småland and Uppland (3 each).
Location
When it comes to the Locations where cargo incidents occur, the
Swedish landscape is not as diversified as the other countries in
the top five. This quarter there were just two locations identified,
the first one being Unsecured Parking. Sweden has the highest
number of recorded incidents in percentages compared with
the other countries with 99%. The one remaining percentage is
occupied by the location Airport.
The picture was not much different in the same quarter last
year with two locations identified. Unsecured Parking had a
tremendous percentage with 97%. This was followed by a
different location than in Q3-2018—Warehouse/DC (3%).
Event Type
In Q3-2018 only two different modi operandi were identified in
Sweden: Pilferage (90%) and Vehicle Theft (10%).
In Q3-2017 there was a top three that consisted of Pilferage
(49%), followed by Curtain Slashing (33%) and Vehicle Theft (9%).

Total
The heat map of Sweden demonstrates activity that is
predominantly located in the Southern part of the country.
With the help of our respected partners of the Swedish police,
the SCIC was able to record a total of 281 incidents this quarter.
This is significantly more than in the same quarter last year when
there were just 33 incidents recorded which entails an increase
of 752%. This does not mean that there was an explosive rise
of cargo theft in the country, but rather that the access to data
improved significantly.
The SCIC must bring to attention that due to new insights of
our partner, the Swedish police, they have discovered a 30%
discrepancy in their numbers due to a new reporting system
which registered incident reports to the wrong crime code.
The Swedish police corrected this data from the month August
onward. Therefore, the SCIC opted for reducing the amount of
incidents recorded in Sweden in July by deducting 30% of the
incidents recorded in this month, to compensate the adjusted
margin.

sensitech.com

Product Type
When incidents are reported in Sweden, in most cases the
product type stolen is not recorded. This quarter 98% of the
incidents had no product type attributed. The two remaining
percentages were divided between Electronics and Alcohol (1%
each).
In Q3-2017, there was a more even distribution among the
product types stolen. The SCIC was able to record that
Electronics had the first position (22%), and this was followed by
Auto & Parts (15%), a product type that was leading in multiple
countries in the region. Number three was shared by the two
categories Food & Drinks and Clothing & Shoes (12%).
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The Netherlands

Location
Due to the minimal number of secured parking locations versus
the enormous amount of trucks on the road on a daily basis,
drivers often choose to take their stops at Unsecured Parking.
Therefore, this is the location that is most represented in the
incidents recorded with 64%. The number two location was
Company Yard/Premises (33%), followed by Airport (2%).
In Q3-2017 Unsecured Parking had the highest ranking as well
but it represented a lower number of incidents (56%). Company
Yard/Premises was in the second position back then as well, but
with more incidents recorded than in this quarter (40%). The third
position was taken by a different location, In-Transit (2%).
Event Type
The event type that was used most by criminals in The
Netherlands in Q3-2018 was Pilferage with 38%. This was closely
followed by Curtain Slashing (35%) and Vehicle Theft (14%).
The top three Type of Events in Q3-2017 consisted of the same
categories as this quarter but in a different order. Pilferage was still
at number one (47%), followed by Vehicle Theft (35%) and Curtain
Slashing (9%).

Total
As seen in previous quarters, most incidents recorded in The
Netherlands occurred in the middle and southern part of the
country. With the help of our trusted partners of the Dutch
National Police, the SCIC was able to collect a total of 105
incidents in Q3-2018. This is a slight decline of 4% compared
to the same quarter last year, when there were 109 incidents
recorded.
Provinces

Product Type
The product type that had the highest ranking in the top three in
Q3-2018 was Auto & Parts with 15% of the incidents. Electronics
(12%) did not fall far behind, and last on the list was Clothing &
Shoes (7%). The majority, of the incidents (43%) were Attempted
Theft, and in a mere 2% of the cases it was Unknown Product.
In Q3-2017, Auto & Parts (37%) and Electronics (12%) topped the
list in the top two spots, followed by Food & Drinks (5%).

The three most targeted areas in Q3-2018 in The Netherlands
were:
1. North Brabant (32 incidents)
2. Limburg (23)
3. South Holland (22)
The top three list in Q3-2017 consisted of the same provinces,
but in a slightly different order. North Brabant (31) still had the top
position, but it was followed by South Holland (30) and Limburg
(15).

sensitech.com
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South Africa

Location
When it comes to cargo crime, South Africa shows trends that
deviate from the other countries in the top five. The highestranking location is In-Transit (69%). Unsecured Parking came
in second with just 17%, which is very low compared to other
countries. Company Yard/Premises (10%) was third in the
ranking.
The top three list of Q3-2017 consisted of more locations due
to several shared rankings. In-Transit was still the number one
location, however, with the much higher percentage of 90%.
Number two was shared by Company Yard/Premises and Airport
(3% each), followed by Warehouse/DC and Unsecured Parking
(2% each).
Event Type
The level of violence used in South Africa is still extremely high,
certainly compared to other countries in the region. The type of
event that criminals used the most in Q3-2018 continues to be
Hijacking (72%), followed by Vehicle Theft (11%) and Deceptive
Pickup (6%).

Total
With the help of our trusted partner in South Africa, the SCIC was
able to collect a total of 90 incidents in Q3-2018. This is a 50%
increase compared to the 60 incidents recorded in Q3-2017.
Nevertheless, as the heat map shows, just a few spots light up.
This is most likely due to remaining under reporting of cargo crime
in the country.
Provinces
The three most targeted areas in Q3-2018 in South Africa were:
1. Gauteng (39 incidents)
2. Eastern Cape (10)
3. Mpumalanga (10)

In Q3-2017, the top three list consisted of Hijacking (87%), Vehicle
Theft (10%) and Theft of Full Truckload (2%).
Product Type
When it comes to product type, South Africa is more in line with
the other countries with its top ranking product Auto & Parts
(23%). However, the number two position is taken by Cash-inTransit (20%), which only made the top three in South Africa.
Last on the list is Food & Drinks (13%). The categories Unknown
Product (6%) and Attempted Theft (2%) are rather small
The top three in Q3-2017 consisted of Cash-in-Transit (35%),
Electronics (18%) and Auto & Parts (13%).

The top three list in Q3-2017 consisted of the same provinces but
in a slightly different order. Gauteng (34) remained the number one
province, followed by Mpumalanga (8) and Eastern Cape (7).

sensitech.com

EMEA Cargo Theft Report Q3-2018

9

About SensiGuard Security Services Data

About SensiGuard Security Services

Unless otherwise noted, the theft statistics in this
assessment are derived from data collected by the
SensiGuard Supply Chain Intelligence Center and
other information collected from reliable sources. The
Intelligence Center captures cargo theft and supply
chain risk data from numerous sources across the globe. These
include, but are not limited to, the databases of SensiGuard
Security Services, its customers, law enforcement agencies,
industry organizations, insurance industry sources, and news
reports. This report offers an analysis of the data collected
during Q3-2018, providing insight into cargo theft and supply
chain risk across the globe.

SensiGuard Security Services is a leading provider of global
logistics security services, offering tracking and monitoring
solutions that provide organizations with cargo security,
transparency and supply chain integrity from origin to
destination. Using real-time visibility technology and layered
solutions, organizations can actively monitor their cargo
anywhere in the global supply chain to mitigate the risks
associated with theft, spoilage, counterfeiting and more. With
operations across the globe, SensiGuard is uniquely positioned
to deliver services regionally across diverse supply chains.

Please note that cargo theft goes largely unreported; as such,
total theft figures for a particular country or region are likely
higher than stated. In addition, global cargo theft circumstances
and risks change, sometimes frequently and quickly, and in
ways that may make the facts and opinions expressed here no
longer valid. Therefore, the extent to which organizations rely on
the information provided in this assessment should be solely at
their discretion.

SensiGuard Security Services is part of Sensitech Inc., a leading
provider of supply chain visibility solutions. Sensitech is focused
on delivering supply chain visibility solutions that track, monitor
and protect products for global leaders in the food, life sciences,
consumer goods, and industrial markets. Our solutions are
focused in three key areas: quality and compliance, supply
chain security, and logistics performance management.
Quality and compliance solutions address temperature-sensitive,
complex supply chains focused on delivering the highest
quality possible, while our supply chain security solutions help
to mitigate risks associated with theft, diversion and chain of
custody. Sensitech’s logistics performance solutions deliver
origin-to-destination, real-time transparency to any in-transit
journey. Sensitech Inc. is an ISO 9001:2008 company,
headquartered in Beverly, Mass., with more than 35 sales,
service and distribution locations around the world. Sensitech is
a part of UTC Climate, Controls & Security, a unit of United
Technologies Corp., a leading provider to the aerospace and
building systems industries worldwide.
More information about Sensitech is available at
www.sensitech.com
To register to receive alerts, bulletins and reports, please visit the
SensiGuard Supply Chain Intelligence Center

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written
consent of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit
in a theft prevention capacity.
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