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Introduction
The SensiGuard™ Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
continues to collect data to provide a clear picture of cargo
theft within the EMEA region to our partners. In Q1-2019, the
SCIC has been able to collect a total of 1,362 incidents. This
is significantly lower than Q1-2018 when there were 2,049
incidents collected, a decrease of 34%. The reason for this is
not because of a drop in the rate of cargo theft crime, but due
to the fact that some of the partners that usually provide incident
data to the SCIC did not have their data available at the time
this report was compiled. This data will become available at a
later date and the SCIC will provide the additional data to its
stakeholders then.
The following heat map shows a similar picture as the ones
presented before by the SCIC, with the vast majority of the
incidents recorded in the western part of Europe. This continues
to be the area of the region where most authorities focus on the
collection of cargo theft data, in an attempt to get a clear picture
of the problem.
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Year on Year Comparison of Total Cargo
Crime
Below, the SCIC presents a Year on Year comparison for
Q1-2019. In consecutive order, this report will describe the
incidents by Month, Value, Country, Event Type, Product Type,
Day and Time of Day.

EMEA—Cargo Theft by
Product and Value, Q1-2019
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Q1-2018 shows another trend where January had the highest
number of incidents recorded (809), followed by February (656)
and March in third position (584).

EMEA—Incidents Recorded
by Month, Q1-2018 vs Q1-2019
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The graph below depicts a different picture than usual where
normally the trend in the current year is higher than in the
previous year. The reason for this is mentioned above. The
month with the highest amount of cargo thefts recorded in
Q1-2019 was February (501), which was followed by January
(452). Last on the list was March (409).
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This is significantly lower than the same quarter last year when
the sum added up to €97,476,152 and the average value was
€167,485. This comes from the 28.4% of the incidents that had
a value attributed. The reason for this big difference between the
two quarters is not just the lower amount of incidents recorded
but also some major thefts in 2018 with one of almost €1
million.
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Cargo Theft by Total Value
In order to get a clearer picture of the average value divided over
the different product types, the SCIC has opted to take out the
product type Cash-in-Transit from the graph. This product type
usually has such a high value attributed to it, that it completely
decimates the projection of the remainder of product types.
The total value lost (including Cash-in-Transit) in Q1-2019 that
the SCIC was able to record was €13,772,983, with an average
value of €120,816. This is of just a mere 8.4% of the total
incidents recorded this year, because the rest of the incidents
did not have a value attributed.
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The SCIC has again been able to count on the help of respected
partners that provide their data in order to put together the
quarterly reports. Consequently, the countries we receive data
from, are also the countries that typically show up in the top
five countries with most incidents recorded. The SCIC wants to
stress that this does not mean that these are the most dangerous
countries with respect to cargo theft incidents. If all countries
would record and report cargo thefts in a similar way, the top five
would most likely consist of different countries.
In Q1-2019, the top five countries that had the most incidents
recorded were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Sweden (567)
Germany (366)
The Netherlands (146)
South Africa (66)
United Kingdom (51)

The countries represented in the top five of Q1-2018 are mostly
similar with one difference—South Africa was not on the list,
but Belgium was. The top five consisted of U.K. (482), Germany
(474), Sweden (461), Belgium (278) and The Netherlands (127).
So comparing the two quarters with each other, it becomes clear
that the U.K. saw a significant decrease in cargo theft numbers
recorded of respectively 89.4%. This is not due to a drop in
incidents in the U.K., but because our partner in the U.K. did not
have their numbers available at the time this report was compiled.
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Cargo Theft by Product Type

EMEA—Incidents Recorded
by Country (Top Ten), Q1-2019

Of the known product types stolen in Q1-2019, Auto & Parts was
as usual top ranking (7%), followed by Electronics (5%) and both
Food & Drinks and Clothing & Shoes (3% each).
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Cargo Theft by Event Type
The SCIC decided to add the category “Theft” to the Modus
Operandi. Reason for this is because the SCIC received a
significant amount of data that did not have a specific M.O.
attributed. However, this is still valuable data to share and it is
therefore not excluded from this report.

EMEA—Cargo Theft by Event Type
Q1-2019
22%

18%

7%

7%
39%

Theft 39%
Curtain Slashing 22%
Pilferage 18%
Facility Theft 7%
Hijacking 7%
Theft of Full Truckload 3%
Fuel Theft 2%
Vehicle Theft 2%

3%
2%

Unknown 48%
Attempted Theft 19%
Auto & Parts 7%
Electronics 5%
Miscellaneous 3%
Food & Drinks 3%
Clothing & Shoes 3%
Home & Garden 2%
Metals 2%
Alcohol 8%
Building & Industrial
Personal Care
Pharmaceuticals
Tobacco
Cash-in-Transit
Sports Equipment
* Multiple categories compbined to equal 8%

The top three list of most stolen product types recorded in
Q1-2018 consisted of Auto & Parts (18%), Food & Drinks (6%),
then Home & Garden and Clothing & Shoes (5% each).

Cargo Theft by Day
The day of the week on which most cargo theft incidents occur
hardly ever changes. During mid-week there is usually a higher
risk, and in Q1-2019 that entailed Wednesday (223 incidents),
Tuesday (212) and Thursday (207).

EMEA—Cargo Theft by
Day of the Week, Q1-2019
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The top three M.O.’s consisted of a different list in Q1-2018 with
Pilferage (41%) in the number one position followed by Curtain
Slashing (34%) and Vehicle Theft (8%).

150

Su

The top three M.O.’s recorded by the SCIC in Q1-2019 consisted
of Theft (39%) in the number one position, followed by Curtain
Slashing (22%) and Pilferage (18%).

In Q1-2018 the list consisted of the exact same days in the same
order, but with the following number of incidents recorded: 357,
347 and 289 respectively.
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Cargo Theft by Time of Day
Most incidents that had a time of day recorded occurred at night
(30%); only a small part was carried out during the day (6%).
However, the largest portion remains Not Defined (64%).
The sequence of the time of day in Q1-2018 was somewhat
different with the night in the number one position (59%), followed
by Not Defined (33%); last on the list was day (8%).

EMEA—Cargo Theft by Time of Day
Q1-2019
64%

Night 30%
Day 6%
Not Defined 64%
6%

30%

Peripheral Cargo Theft Risks
19 MARCH 2019
Nigerian importers have paid about $2.74 billion
in three years following the categorization of
Nigerian waters as a war risk, a development that
spiked insurance premiums placed on vessels
and cargoes destined for Nigeria. Foreign shipping companies
slammed the war surcharge premium, a supplementary carrier
charge that is only applied when insurance underwriters designate
specific zones as war risks.

16 FEBRUARY 2019
The EU’s anti-fraud office (OLAF) helped seize
nearly €5 million worth of fake shampoo in
Colombia and Mexico— products that were likely
headed to the European consumer market—
after OLAF took part in an international operation to stop illicit
trade from China, the country where the counterfeit shampoo
was made. The seizure of the shipment took place between 31
January and 8 February, after information reached the EU antifraud watchdog office about the dismantling of an illegal factory in
China that produced counterfeit shampoo products.

FEBRUARY 2019
In Gauteng, South Africa, there seems to be a
trend of perpetrators ordering cell phones with
false documentation, giving hand-to-hand courier
companies bogus addresses and then hijacking the
loads upon arrival to delivery points. There have been at least
twenty-five of these thefts reported.

16 JANUARY 2019
Bracing for a chaotic Brexit, the world’s biggest
maker of insulin has reserved space on airplanes
and plans to boost stockpiles further to ensure
diabetes patients in the U.K. do not run out of
the life-saving medicine. The drug maker booked some air-freight
slots to prepare for the possibility of significant border delays.
The company also is aiming to increase stockpiles of insulin to as
much as eighteen weeks by the end of March, from seven weeks
typically. The U.K. Parliament’s rejection of PM Theresa May’s
Brexit deal raised the risk that the country will crash out of the EU
without a deal.

sensitech.com
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Cargo Crime by Country (Top 5)

Location

Sweden

The data from Sweden did not provide information about the type
of location where the incidents occur. Therefore, the vast majority
of the locations logged is Not Defined (94%). The other location
that was identified was Unsecured Parking (6%). This means that
there is only a top two this quarter.
In Q1-2018 the SCIC was able to report only one targeted
location in Sweden: Unsecured Parking (100%).
Event Type
As mentioned previously, the category “Theft” was added by the
SCIC. This category mainly applies to Sweden. During Q1-2019,
Theft (94%) was the most commonly applied M.O. by criminals,
followed by Pilferage (4%) and Curtain Slashing (2%).
The list in Q1-2018 was rather different, containing just two
M.O.’s: Pilferage (76%) and Vehicle Theft (24%).
Product Type
Most cargo theft incidents in Sweden do not have a product
type recorded. Therefore, the biggest group consists of Unknown
Product (94%). The rest is taken by Electronics, Food & Drinks,
Clothing & Shoes, Home & Garden, Auto & Parts, and Personal
Care (1% each).
The top three of Q1-2018 consisted of Unknown Product (74%),
Auto & Parts (23%), and Food & Drinks, Electronics, and Personal
Care (1% each).

Total
Our respected partner, the Swedish Police, kindly shared their
data again with us this quarter. The SCIC was therefore able
to collect a total of 567 incidents, versus 461 in Q1-2018, an
increase of 23%.
Provinces
The three most targeted areas in Q1-2019 in Sweden were:
1. Stockholm (166 incidents)
2. Skåne (138)
3. Västra Götaland (81)
The top three provinces of Q1-2018 consisted of the exact same
as Q1-2019, with the number of incidents being 150, 117 and 72,
respectively.
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Germany

Location
Unsecured Parking remains a vulnerable location throughout the
EMEA region, and is the case in Germany as well. Unsecured
Parking (89%) takes up the number one spot here, followed by
Company Yard/Premises (6%). and Warehouse/DC (5%).
The top three of Q1-2018 consisted of the same three locations
as in this quarter, with the following percentages: 93%, 5% and
2%, respectively.
Event Type
The type of event that occurred most often in Germany in
Q1-2019 was Curtain Slashing (64%), followed by Pilferage (24%)
and Facility Theft (5%).
In Q1-2018, the top three was very similar with the first two being
Curtain Slashing (69%) and Pilferage (21%); the only deviation
was third position consisting of Fuel Theft and Theft of Full
Truckload (3% each).
Product Type

Total
The heat map above shows cargo theft incidents throughout
Germany. With the help of trusted partners within the German
Police force, the SCIC was able to collect a total of 366 incidents
in Q1-2019. This is a decline of 23.2% compared to Q1-2018,
when there were 474 incidents recorded.

The most stolen product type in Q1-2019 in Germany remains
Auto & Parts (13%), followed by both Clothing & Shoes and
Home & Garden (4% each). Last on the top three list was
Electronics and Building & Industrial (3% each). Attempted Theft
(50%) was the biggest portion; Unknown Product took up 10% of
the grand total.
The top three of Q1-2018 consisted of Auto & Parts (14%),
followed by Clothing & Shoes (6%), then Electronics and Home &
Garden (4% each). Attempted Theft (55%) was the largest group;
Unknown Product added up to 6%.

Provinces
Not all Federal States in Germany report cargo theft incidents in
a similar way. At the request of our partner in Germany, the SCIC
therefore opts to leave out the top three most targeted provinces
in Germany, to avoid creating a distorted picture.

sensitech.com
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The Netherlands

Location
The location Unsecured Parking (95%) had a remarkably high
percentage of the incidents recorded this quarter. Another
deviation on the list is Rail in the number two position, together
with Company Yard/Premises (2%). Seaport closes the top three
list (1%).
The list in Q1-2018 was somewhat different with Company Yard/
Premises (57%) in first position, followed by Unsecured Parking
(42%), which deviated from the standard top three. Airport came
in third (1%), which is also a location that is not often seen in a
top three in the EMEA region.
Event Type
Pilferage (54%) was the most commonly used M.O. in The
Netherlands in Q1-2019, followed by Curtain Slashing (29%) and
Theft of Full Truckload (10%).
With the exception of the number three spot, the top three of
Q1-2018 consisted of the same M.O.’s:, Curtain Slashing (57%),
Pilferage (19%) and Vehicle Theft (15%).
Product Type

Total
The heat map of the Netherlands shows predominate criminal
activity in the middle and southern part of the country. This is not
different from other quarters.
With the help of our respected partner the Dutch police, the SCIC
was able to record a total of 146 incidents this quarter. This is
15% higher than in Q1-2018, when there were 127 incidents
recorded.

Unlike the other countries in the top five, the product type that
was targeted the most in The Netherlands was Electronics
(9%), followed by Auto & Parts (8%) and Clothing & Shoes (7%).
Attempted Theft accounted for 36%; Unknown Product for 15%.
Q1-2018 showed a more traditional picture, with Auto & Parts
(14%) in the first position followed by both Food & Drinks and
Home & Garden (6%), then Electronics (5%).

Provinces
The three most targeted provinces in Q1-2019 in The Netherlands
were:
1. North Brabant (65 incidents)
2. South Holland (33)
3. Limburg (21)
In Q3-2018 last year the top three list consisted of Gelderland
(44), North Brabant (29), and Limburg (14).

sensitech.com

EMEA Cargo Theft Report Q1-2019

7

South Africa

Location
In Q1-2019 the first position was compliant with the rest of the
countries in the top five: Unsecured Parking (52%). The location
that was normally in the number one spot, In-Transit (33%), came
in second this quarter, followed by Company Yard/Premises
(14%).
Q1-2018 showed a more traditional division for South Africa in
the top three with the most targeted location being In-Transit
(82%), followed by Unsecured Parking (7%) and Company Yard/
Premises (5%)
Event Type
The event type most used by criminals in South Africa in Q1-2019
was Hijacking (80%), closely followed by Theft of Full Truckload
(14%), then Vehicle Theft (3%).
The top three event types in Q1-2018, consisted of the same
categories as this quarter except the third position. Hijacking was
still number one (78%), followed by Theft of Full Truckload (8%)
and Facility Theft (5%).

Total
The heat map of South Africa continues to show only a few spots
due to underreporting by the relevant authorities in the country.
With the help of our trusted partner, the total amount of incidents
recorded in South Africa in Q1-2019 was 66. This is 25.8% lower
than Q1-2018, when there were 89 incidents recorded.

Product Type
The product type that had the highest ranking in the top three
this quarter was Electronics (48%), followed far behind by Cashin-Transit (11%) and Metals (8%). Only 8% of the incidents were
Attempted Theft; Unknown Product was 3% of the cases.
In Q1-2018, Cash-In-Transit (18%) topped the list as number one,
followed by Food & Drinks (17%) and Auto & Parts (12%).

Provinces
The three most targeted areas in Q1-2019 in South Africa were:
1. Gauteng (53 incidents)
2. Eastern Cape (7)
3. Kwazulu-Natal (3)
The top three list of Q1-2018 consisted of Gauteng (44), KwazuluNatal (15), and Mpumalanga (13).
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United Kingdom

Location
As most countries in the EMEA region, the location targeted most
this quarter in the U.K. was Unsecured Parking (78%), followed by
Warehouse/DC (12%) and Company Yard/Premises (8%).
The top three of Q1-2018 consisted of the same locations with
Warehouse/DC and Company Yard/Premises swapping positions
with the following percentages 92%, 7% and 1%, respectively.
Event Type
The M.O. that was applied most in the U.K. this quarter was
Pilferage (53%), followed by Curtain Slashing (13%) and Facility
Theft (12%).
The list of locations was somewhat different in Q1-2018, with
Curtain Slashing (61%) in the number one position, followed by
both Fuel Theft and Pilferage (16% each).
Product Type

Total
Unfortunately, the SCIC has not been able to deploy the data
of our trusted partner in the United Kingdom (U.K)., at the time
this report was compiled. The numbers are therefore significantly
lower this quarter, than in Q1-2018.
The total number of incidents recorded by the SCIC in Q1-2019
in the U.K. was 51 versus 481 in Q1-2018, a decrease of 89.4%.
The SCIC stresses that this is not due to an actual decrease in
cargo theft crime, but due to the lack of available data.

When it comes to product type, the U.K. does not deviate from
the other countries, with its top ranking product being Auto
& Parts (17%). However, the number two position is taken by
Pharmaceuticals (8%), which only made the top three in the U.K.,
sharing this position with Metals. Last on the list is Clothing &
Shoes (6%). The category Unknown Product was the biggest
category with 41%; Attempted Theft accounted for 4%.
The top three in Q1-2018 consisted of Auto & Parts (26%), Food
& Drinks and Home & Garden (10% each), and Clothing & Shoes
(5%).

Provinces
The three most targeted areas in Q1-2019 in the U.K. were:
1. North West England (19 incidents)
2. South East England (8)
3. West Midlands (7)
The top three in Q1-2018 were East Midlands (188), followed by
East England (99) and South East England (94).
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About SensiGuard Security Services Data

About SensiGuard Security Services

Unless otherwise noted, the theft statistics in this
assessment are derived from data collected by the
SensiGuard Supply Chain Intelligence Center and
other information collected from reliable sources. The
Intelligence Center captures cargo theft and supply
chain risk data from numerous sources across the globe. These
include, but are not limited to, the databases of SensiGuard
Security Services, its customers, law enforcement agencies,
industry organizations, insurance industry sources, and news
reports. This report offers an analysis of the data collected
during Q1-2019, providing insight into cargo theft and supply
chain risk across the globe.

SensiGuard Security Services is a leading provider of global
logistics security services, offering tracking and monitoring
solutions that provide organizations with cargo security,
transparency and supply chain integrity from origin to
destination. Using real-time visibility technology and layered
solutions, organizations can actively monitor their cargo
anywhere in the global supply chain to mitigate the risks
associated with theft, spoilage, counterfeiting and more. With
operations across the globe, SensiGuard is uniquely positioned
to deliver services regionally across diverse supply chains.

Please note that cargo theft goes largely unreported; as such,
total theft figures for a particular country or region are likely
higher than stated. In addition, global cargo theft circumstances
and risks change, sometimes frequently and quickly, and in
ways that may make the facts and opinions expressed here no
longer valid. Therefore, the extent to which organizations rely on
the information provided in this assessment should be solely at
their discretion.

SensiGuard Security Services is part of Sensitech Inc., a leading
provider of supply chain visibility solutions. Sensitech is focused
on delivering supply chain visibility solutions that track, monitor
and protect products for global leaders in the food, life sciences,
consumer goods, and industrial markets. Our solutions are
focused in three key areas: quality and compliance, supply
chain security, and logistics performance management.
Quality and compliance solutions address temperature-sensitive,
complex supply chains focused on delivering the highest
quality possible, while our supply chain security solutions help
to mitigate risks associated with theft, diversion and chain of
custody. Sensitech’s logistics performance solutions deliver
origin-to-destination, real-time transparency to any in-transit
journey. Sensitech Inc. is an ISO 9001:2015 company,
headquartered in Beverly, Mass., with more than 35 sales,
service and distribution locations around the world. Sensitech is
a part of UTC Climate, Controls & Security, a unit of United
Technologies Corp., a leading provider to the aerospace and
building systems industries worldwide.
More information about Sensitech is available at
www.sensitech.com
To register to receive alerts, bulletins and reports, please visit the
SensiGuard Supply Chain Intelligence Center

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written
consent of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit
in a theft prevention capacity.
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