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Cargo Theft Report
EMEA

Introduction
The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC) has
worked diligently to obtain cargo theft data for the third quarter
of 2019. This resulted in a total of 1,037 incidents recorded,
a decrease of 43% compared to Q3-2018, which had 1,823
incidents attributed. This decrease is the result of the ongoing
difficulty to obtain cargo theft data from some industry partners.
The heat map of this quarter shows a rather different picture
compared to the one in the Q3-2018; however, most activity is
still projected in the Western part of the Europe. The SCIC has
again been able to collect multiple incidents in Russia as well,
thanks to our respected partner RIFT Advisory. Nevertheless,
there is still much ground to be covered in Europe to get an
adequate picture of the entire magnitude of cargo theft.
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The graph below depicts a downward trend in Q3-2019,
especially in the last month with a relatively low amount of
incidents recorded. July had the highest number of incidents
recorded (398), followed by August (371) and the least amount
was recorded in September (268).
The trend in Q3-2018 showed a contrasting picture with
an upward trend, with August having the lowest amount of
incidents recorded (587) and September having the highest
amount of incidents recorded (643).

EMEA—Incidents Recorded
by Month, Q3-2018 vs Q3-2019
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Cargo Theft by Month

EMEA—Cargo Theft by
Product and Value, Q3-2019
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Below, the SCIC presents a Year on Year comparison for
Q3-2019. In consecutive order, this report will describe the
incidents by Month, Value, Country, Event Type, Product Type,
Day, and Time of Day.

The average value that the SCIC was able to record in Q3-2019
was €157,666, which is significantly higher than in Q3-2018 with
€55,801. This is an increase of 183%.
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Year on Year Comparison of Total Cargo
Crime
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Cargo Theft by Country
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Like previous years, the SCIC was able to count on the help of
many our respected partners that provide relevant data in order
to put together this quarterly report. Moreover, like previous years,
the consequence is that most of these countries are therefore
the top five countries with most incidents recorded. The SCIC will
again underline that this does not entail that there are no other
countries with higher cargo theft rates, only that those countries
do not record and share these incidents.
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Cargo Theft by Total Value
In order to get a clearer picture of the average value divided
over the different product types, the SCIC has opted to take
out the product type Cash-in-Transit. This product type counts
for exorbitant high values, completely decimating the projection
of the remainder of product types. Therefore, the graph above
depicts all product types stolen minus Cash-in-Transit.
The total value lost (including Cash-In-Transit) in Q3-2019 was
€25,857,217; compared to the same quarter last year, which
had a total of €46,538,300, this is a decrease of 44%. As usual,
most incidents do not have a value attributed, and the SCIC was
able to obtain the value of only 164 incidents out of the 1,037
recorded, which is a meagre 16%. In Q3-2018, the SCIC was
able to attribute a value to 835 of the 1,822 incidents recorded
(46%), which is a much higher amount.
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The top five that the SCIC was able to put together in Q3-2019
based on incidents recorded consists of:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Germany (268)
Sweden (210)
The Netherlands (162)
Belgium (100)
United Kingdom (88)

The top five countries represented in Q3-2018 are mostly similar
but with different order of rank: United Kingdom (628), Germany
(287), Sweden (284), Belgium (137), and The Netherlands (122).
When comparing the two quarters with each other, it becomes
clear that the U.K. (86%) saw a large drop in incidents reported.
Our respected partner was not able to provide us with their
relevant data for this quarter at the time this report was compiled.
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Cargo Theft by Product Type

EMEA—Incidents Recorded
by Country (Top Ten), Q3-2019

Of the known product types stolen this quarter, Auto & Parts
was again the top, ranking number one (20%) of the incidents
recorded. Food & Drinks followed in second place (7%), and the
top three was closed off by Miscellaneous (5%). Two of the three
largest overall categories were Unknown Product (28%) and
Attempted Thefts (10%).
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Auto & Parts was the number one ranking product type in
Q3-2018 as well (12%). The number two positon was taken by
Food & Drinks (7%), and last in line was Clothing & Shoes (5%).
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EMEA—Cargo Theft by
Product Type, Q3-2019
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Cargo Theft by Event Type

4%
20%

The type of event that was used the most by criminals in
Q3-2019 was Pilferage (45%), which was followed by Curtain
Slashing (14%), remarkable since Curtain Slashing usually has a
higher number attributed. The third most applied type of event
was shared by Facility Theft, Theft of Full Truckload, and Vehicle
Theft (8% each).
The top three of last year in the same quarter was Pilferage (39%),
Curtain Slashing (34%) and Theft of Full Truckload (7%).

EMEA—Cargo Theft by Event Type
Q3-2019
14%

8%
8%

8%

7%

45%

7%
1%

Pilferage 45%
Curtain Slashing 14%
Facility Theft 8%
Theft of Full Truckload 8%
Vehicle Theft 8%
Hijacking 7%
Fuel Theft 7%
Deceptive Pickup 1%
Last-Mile Courier 1%

4%
4%
3%
3%
3%
3%
28%
2%

Unknown 28%
Auto & Parts 20%
Attempted Theft 10%
Food & Drinks 7%
Miscellaneous 5%
Building & Industrial 4%
Metals 4%
Electronics 4%
Clothing & Shoes 4%
Home & Garden 3%
Alcohol 3%
Cash-in-Transit 3%
Personal Care 3%
*Tobacco
*Sports Equipment
*Pharmaceuticals
*Multiple categories combined to equal 2%

Cargo Theft by Day
The trend of the day of the week in which most cargo theft
incidents occur has not altered so far. Midweek is at higher
risk, and in Q3-2019 that entailed Tuesday (16%). Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday all took the second position (14%), and
Friday came in last (10%).
Even though the top three of last year consisted of midweek days
as well, the list was slightly different with Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday having most incidents recorded (16% each). This
was followed by Monday (14%) and Friday (13%).

1%
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EMEA—Cargo Theft by
Day of the Week, Q3-2019
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Cargo Theft by Time of Day
For obvious reasons, criminals prefer to commit their crimes at
night. This too applies to Q3-2019, with half of the incidents
recorded at night (50%). More than a third of all incidents do not
have a specific time of day attributed to them (36%). Only 13% of
the incidents have the daytime recorded.
The sequence of the time of day did not differ in Q3-2018 with
more than half of the incidents recorded for the night (59%).
Over a quarter of all incidents do not have a specific time of day
attributed to them (28%). Only 13% of the incidents had the
daytime recorded.

EMEA—Cargo Theft by Time of Day
Q3-2019
14%

36%

Night 50%
Day 14%
Not Defined 36%

50%
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Cargo Crime by Country (Top 5)

Location

Germany

Unsecured Parking remains a major risk to road cargo. In
Germany, it covered 62% of the incidents recorded. Following far
behind this quarter is Company Yard/Premises (23%), and in third
place comes Warehouse/DC (15%).
In Q3-2018 Unsecured Parking secured the first spot as well
(83%), followed by Company Yard/Premises (9%). Warehouse/DC
(8%) took the last spot in the top three.
Event Type
This quarter, Pilferage (44%) was the most commonly applied
type of event in Germany, which is in contrast with other quarters
when Curtain Slashing was at the number one spot. The second
most used type of event was Fuel Theft (21%), which is out of the
ordinary as well. This was followed by Facility Theft (15%).
The top three list for type of event in Q3-2018 looked vastly
different with Curtain Slashing in the number one position (58%),
followed by Pilferage (22%) and Facility Theft (8%).
Product Type

Total
Our respected partner in Germany continued to share their very
valuable data with the SCIC in Q3-2019. With their help, the SCIC
was able to record 268 incidents for Germany this quarter. This is
a 7% decrease compared to the same quarter last year, in which
the SCIC was able to record a total 287 incidents.

A product type that is high on the list of criminals is Auto & Parts
(34%), and this is the number one position as well in Germany.
The number two position is shared by the product types Building
& Industrial and Clothing & Shoes (5% each). Last on the top
three list are Metals and Electronics (4%). Unknown Products
add up to 13%, and Attempted Thefts was good for 18% of the
incidents recorded this quarter.
In Q3-2018, the top three consisted of Auto & Parts (19%),
Building & Industrial (7%), and Electronics (5%). Unknown Product
consisted of 9%; Attempted Theft had 47% recorded.

At the request of our partner, the SCIC will not report on the
Provinces most targeted in Germany.
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Sweden

Location
In Sweden Unsecured Parking is the only location recorded by the
Swedish Police this quarter.
In Q3-2018 there were two locations recorded being Unsecured
Parking (99%) and Airport (1%).
Event Type
The most recorded type of event in Sweden is Pilferage (80%),
which is followed by Vehicle Theft (20%).
Q3-2018 had the same two types of events recorded: Pilferage
(90%) and Vehicle Theft (10%).
Product Type
Auto & Parts is a sought-after product type in Sweden. It is also
the only known product type (20%). The biggest category was
reserved for Unknown Product (80%).
In Q3-2018, the list was rather different, with the first known
product types consisting of both Electronics and Alcohol (1%
each). The biggest recorded category consisted of Unknown
Product (98%).

Total
The heat map above shows that cargo crime in Sweden is
centered mainly in the southern part of the country.
For multiple years, the SCIC has been able to count on the much
appreciated support of our trusted partner the Swedish Police.
Their valuable data has since been a major pillar in obtaining
better insight in cargo theft trends Sweden.
This quarter the total amount of incidents recorded in Sweden
added up to 210 versus 284 in the same quarter last year. This is
a decrease of 26%.
Provinces
The three most targeted areas in Q3-2019 in Sweden were:
1. Skåne (73 incidents)
2. Stockholm (42)
3. Västra Götaland (28)
Q3-2018 displayed the same provinces in a different order, being
Stockholm in the first position (116), Skåne in second place (67,
and Västra Götaland in third place (32).
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The Netherlands

Location
Due to the minimal number of secured parking locations
versus the enormous amount of trucks on the road on a daily
basis, drivers often choose to take their stops at Unsecured
Parking. This is therefore the location that is most represented
in the incidents recorded (97%). The number two location was
Company Yard/Premises (2%). Airport came in last (1%).
Q3-2018 showed more variations in numbers with again
Unsecured Parking as the highest ranking, but representing
a lower number of incidents recorded (62%). Company Yard/
Premises (35%) was in the second position; the third position was
taken by Airport (2%).
Event Type
The type of event that was used most by criminals in The
Netherlands in Q3-2019 was Curtain Slashing (51%), followed by
Pilferage (24%) and Vehicle Theft (13%).
The top three types of event in Q3-2018 consisted of the same
categories as this quarter but in a different order. Pilferage (36%),
followed by Curtain Slashing (31%) and Vehicle Theft (21%).
Product Type

Total
As seen in previous quarters, most incidents recorded in The
Netherlands occurred in the middle and southern part of the
country. With the help of our trusted partners the Dutch National
Police, the SCIC was able to collect a total 162 incidents this
quarter. This is an increase of 33% compared to the same quarter
last year, when there were 122 incidents recorded.
Provinces
The three most targeted provinces in Q3-2019 in The Netherlands
were:

The product type that had the highest ranking in the top three this
quarter was Auto & Parts (25%). This was followed by Electronics
(8%) and Food & Drinks (6%). 25% of the incidents were an
Attempted Theft; and in 22% of the cases it pertained Unknown
Product.
In Q3-2018 the highest ranking in the top three was Auto &
Parts as well (22%), followed by Electronics (11%) and Clothing
& Shoes (7%.) In 40% (the majority) of the incidents it was an
Attempted Theft; a mere 2% of the cases consisted of Unknown
Product.

1. North Brabant (74 incidents)
2. Limburg (39)
3. South Holland (26)
The top three list of last year in Q3 consisted of the same
provinces, be it in a slightly different order: North Brabant (34),
South Holland (28) and Limburg (25).
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Belgium

Location
There was only one targeted Location recorded this quarter
in Belgium, which was Unsecured Parking, with 100% of the
incidents.
Q3-2018 demonstrated a wider variety of locations that were
targeted by criminals, with again Unsecured Parking as the
highest ranking (98%). Warehouse/DC and Secured Parking both
followed in second place (1% each).
Event Type
The types of events applied this quarter did not add up to a top
three, since there were only two categories recorded: Pilferage
(98%) and Curtain Slashing (2%).
Even though Q3-2018 did have a wider variety of types of events
recorded, it still consisted of only a top two; Pilferage was in the
number one position (96%), followed by Hijacking, Facility Theft,
and Curtain Slashing (1% each).
Product Type

Total
Thanks to our trusted partners the Belgian Police, the SCIC
was able to collect a total of 100 incidents this quarter. This is a
decline of 27% compared to the same quarter last year, when
there were 137 incidents recorded.
Provinces

Unlike most countries, Belgium had a number one that differed
from the rest—Food & Drinks (25%). This was followed by
Personal Care (17%) and Auto & Parts (9%). Unknown Product
took 15%; Attempted Theft took 2% of the grand total this
quarter.
In Q3-2018, Personal Care (13%) topped the list as number one,
which was followed by Clothing & Shoes (12%) and Home &
Garden (11%). Attempted Theft was 20%; Unknown Product was
7%.

The three most targeted areas in Q3-2019 in Belgium were:
1. Hainaut (38 incidents)
2. Liège (19)
3. West Flanders (10)
The top three list of Q3-2018 was slightly different, with Hainaut
in the number one position (65), followed by Antwerp (21) and
Namur (11).
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United Kingdom

Location
The location that was targeted most in the U.K. was Unsecured
Parking (59%). This was followed by Company Yard/Premises
(25%) and the list was closed off by Warehouse/DC (14%).
The top three list of Q3-2018 was slightly different with again
Unsecured Parking as highest ranking (85%), followed by
In-Transit (9%). The third place was for Company Yard/Premises
(5%).
Event Type
The type of event that criminals used the most in the U.K. during
Q3-2019 was Curtain Slashing (35%). This was followed by
Pilferage (19%) and both Theft of Full Truckload and Facility Theft
(14% each).
Product Type
When it comes to product type, like Belgium, the U.K. differed
from other countries with Alcohol taking the first position (16%).
The next known product type recorded was Auto & Parts (13%),
then Home & Garden (7%). Unknown Product was the biggest
category recorded with 18%; Attempted Theft consisted of 13%.

Total
The SCIC has only been able to record 88 incidents in the United
Kingdom (U.K.) this quarter. This is again due to the fact that our
trusted partner has not been able to share their data with us. This
small amount of incidents recorded, that does not represent the
actual situation in the U.K., results in a tremendous drop of 86%.

In Q3-2018, the number one spot was Auto & Parts (11%),
followed by Tobacco (10%) and Food & Drinks (9%).

Provinces
The three most targeted areas in Q3-2019 in the U.K. were:
1. Yorkshire and the Humber (99 incidents)
2. West Midlands (18)
3. South East England (17)
The top three in Q3-2018 consisted of almost the same provinces
in a slightly different order. East Midlands occupied the number
one spot (252), followed by South East England (153), then
Yorkshire and the Humber (84).
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About SensiGuard Security Services Data

About SensiGuard Security Services

Unless otherwise noted, the theft statistics in this
assessment are derived from data collected by the
SensiGuard Supply Chain Intelligence Center and
other information collected from reliable sources. The
Intelligence Center captures cargo theft and supply
chain risk data from numerous sources across the globe. These
include, but are not limited to, the databases of SensiGuard
Security Services, its customers, law enforcement agencies,
industry organizations, insurance industry sources, and news
reports. This report offers an analysis of the data collected
during Q3-2019, providing insight into cargo theft and supply
chain risk across the globe.

SensiGuard Security Services is a leading provider of global
logistics security services, offering tracking and monitoring
solutions that provide organizations with cargo security,
transparency and supply chain integrity from origin to
destination. Using real-time visibility technology and layered
solutions, organizations can actively monitor their cargo
anywhere in the global supply chain to mitigate the risks
associated with theft, spoilage, counterfeiting and more. With
operations across the globe, SensiGuard is uniquely positioned
to deliver services regionally across diverse supply chains.

Please note that cargo theft goes largely unreported; as such,
total theft figures for a particular country or region are likely
higher than stated. In addition, global cargo theft circumstances
and risks change, sometimes frequently and quickly, and in
ways that may make the facts and opinions expressed here no
longer valid. Therefore, the extent to which organizations rely on
the information provided in this assessment should be solely at
their discretion.

SensiGuard Security Services is part of Sensitech Inc., a leading
provider of supply chain visibility solutions. Sensitech is focused
on delivering supply chain visibility solutions that track, monitor
and protect products for global leaders in the food, life sciences,
consumer goods, and industrial markets. Our solutions are
focused in three key areas: quality and compliance, supply
chain security, and logistics performance management.
Quality and compliance solutions address temperature-sensitive,
complex supply chains focused on delivering the highest
quality possible, while our supply chain security solutions help
to mitigate risks associated with theft, diversion and chain of
custody. Sensitech’s logistics performance solutions deliver
origin-to-destination, real-time transparency to any in-transit
journey. Sensitech Inc. is an ISO 9001:2015 company,
headquartered in Beverly, Mass., with more than 35 sales,
service and distribution locations around the world. Sensitech
is a Carrier Company, a leading provider of heating, air
conditioning and refrigeration systems, building controls and
automation, and fire and security systems leading to safer,
smarter, sustainable and high-performance buildings.
More information about Sensitech is available at
www.sensitech.com
To register to receive alerts, bulletins and reports, please visit the
SensiGuard Supply Chain Intelligence Center

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written
consent of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit
in a theft prevention capacity.
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