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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
3 January 2020.
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travelling in a white 4x4 bakkie, effortlessly
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pulled over an unsuspecting truck driver before
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Hijacking his vehicle. Video footage from a
trucking company shows the driver, who was travelling to Cape
Town, being stopped on the N12, near Potchefstroom. Two
of the three hijackers were wearing South African Police Service
(SAPS) reflector vests. The third appeared to be wearing a
police-issued bulletproof vest.
Read more: News24 (South Africa)
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United Kingdom

West Africa

2 January 2020: Boxes containing sunglasses

30 December 2019: At least two piracy groups

were stolen in a raid on a warehouse.

working in the Gulf of Guinea are responsible for the

Leicestershire Police investigating the raid at the

recent spate of attacks on tankers and kidnapping

beginning of last month have released CCTV images of three

of crew, research from maritime security firm Dryad

men they want to speak to in connection with the burglary. The

Global concludes. The London-based company has identified

break-in happened on Sunday 8 December at a warehouse on

a mothership, which one pirate group is using to operate deep

Coleman Road, near Leicester General Hospital. It is believed

offshore, as well as a separate group that’s exploiting ambiguous

the suspects arrived at the location in a car before removing

and haphazard patrolling on the outskirts of Nigeria’s Economic

boxes, which contained the sunglasses from the building.

Exclusion Zone.

Read more: Leicester Mercury (U.K.)

Read more: Lloyd’s List Maritime Intelligence (U.K.)

31 December 2019: Armed robbers smashed in
the front door of a bank and attempted to steal

Cameroon

money from inside while a Cash-in-Transit delivery
was taking place. Two men approached the Cashin-Transit staff as they delivered money to the bank in Bramhall.
One man was carrying a large weapon, thought to be a
sledgehammer. The pair smashed in a glass door at the front of
the bank, then one of the men walked inside.
Read more: Manchester Evening News (U.K.)
30 December 2019: Armed robbers dressed all
in black threatened Cash-in-Transit workers with a
weapon before fleeing with the money. Two men,

30 December 2019: Armed pirates have abducted
eight mariners and injured another in an attack on a
tanker off Cameroon, according to Greece’s shipping
ministry. The armed attackers came onboard the
product tanker at an anchorage about two nm off the Limboh
Terminal in Cameroon. The pirates abducted one Ukrainian,
two Philippine nationals and five Greek nationals out of the
28-member crew. One additional Greek seafarer was injured.
Read more: Maritime Executive

who had their faces covered, arrived at a local
newsagent on Princess Road in Moss Side and threatened
two members of staff in a cash transit van, police say. While
brandishing an unknown weapon, the two stole a large quantity
of cash before making off along Princess Road.
Read more: Manchester Evening News (U.K.)

Nigeria
28 December 2019: Detectives from Itire
Division, Lagos State Police Command, have
arrested two armed robbery suspects for
allegedly Hijacking a truck carrying 40,000 liters of
petrol, while four others reportedly escaped with bullet wounds.

Kenya

The suspects, who were dressed in military camouflage,
31 December 2019: DCI detectives recovered
more than 130 flat-screen television sets in
Machakos county and arrested two suspects.

allegedly hijacked the truck by intercepting the driver at a bad
spot on the Mile-2 Oshodi expressway.
Read more: Daily Trust (Nigeria)

The televisions and assorted electronics were
recovered from a house at Mbiuni in Machakos subcounty by
police from the Directorate of Criminal Investigations. Police
said the items had been stolen from a godown along Mombasa
Road in Athi River last year on 1 December.
Read more: The Star (Kenya)

sensitech.com

SCIC Global Intelligence Note 3 January 2020

2

APAC

Pakistan
31 December 2019: Pakistan Customs has drafted
Risk Management System Rules for clearance
of cargo as was required under Article 7.4 of

India

Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) of World Trade
Organization (WTO), according to a press statement.
2 January 2020: With the arrest of all six

Read more: Daily Times (Pakistan)

robbers, Garhwa police busted a cargo theft
gang. The gang was involved in looting two
trucks laden with jaggery and maize near

North & South
America

Mahuliya during the last ten days of December. They were
planning another theft on New Year’s Eve when they were
arrested by Garhwa police.
Read more: The Pioneer (India)
30 December 2019: Over 2,000 cargo trucks
stranded on the Nepal-India border have

Brazil

started entering into Nepal. The container
vans started coming into Nepal after the Mirgunj Bridge (located

1 January 2020: In the first 11 months

near Biratnagar Custom Office) came into operation. The Indian

of 2019, there was a 7.3% reduction in

government had halted the vehicular transport through the

cargo thefts in Rio Grande do Sul State,

Mirgunj Bridge citing its repair since 29 December.

compared to the same period in 2018.

Read more: Khabarhub.com (Nepal)

City attacks represent more than double the number of road
cases this year. There were 723 occurrences, against 314

26 December 2019: As the prices of onions

road registrations. Cigarettes are the type of product most

soar, robbers are now not setting their eyes

targeted, and Porto Alegre city concentrates 13.9% of total

only on gold and cash, but the vegetable

thefts. Criminal actions usually have just one perpetrator or three

too. After reports of onions being looted from

at most, acting sporadically. In most cases, according to the

shops and godowns from across the country, another one was

sheriff, thefts are not performed by organized crime groups.

reported from Bihar. Six armed criminals looted around five

Read more: Gaúchazh Segurança (Brazil)

tonnes of onion worth Rs 3.5 lakh from a truck on the old Grand
Trunk Road under Mohania police station area in Kaimur district.

31 December 2019: The analysis of a Security

Read more: Times of India

Commission created by the Interstate Tobacco
Industry Union (Sinditabaco), which included
representatives of associated companies and public security
agencies such as the Military and Civil Police Brigade of Santa

Thailand

Cruz do Sul region (RS), showed an increase of 160% in
cargo thefts in 2019 compared to the previous year. In total,

3 January 2020: Thailand’s Department of Water

there were 47 occurrences in the last three years, of which

Resources has warned eight provinces on the

57% occurred in Rio Grande do Sul State. The total volume

Mekong River to prepare for water shortages.
Chinese cargo ships have now stopped operating
on the Mekong River from Chiang San pier in Chiang Rai up
to Myanmar, Laos, and China. Some Laotian cargo boats are
already stuck in shallow water due to a continuous decrease in
the river level.
Read more: Chiang Rai Times (Canada)
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involved in the occurrences reached 555 tons of tobacco leaf
in the three years, with an estimated value of R $ 5.3 million.
Thefts happened both on the property, as well as during the
transportation of the product between producer-company or
transfer between subsidiaries.
Read more: Clic Camaquã (Brazil)
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20 December 2019: November was the

22 December 2019: After receiving several

month with the highest number of cargo theft

gunshot wounds to the chest, a truck driver

recorded in Campinas in the last twenty-

refusing to allow a group of cargo thieves to pull
him over, rammed his trailer into the criminal

nine months, according to data released yesterday by the
Department of Public Security of São Paulo State. According to

vehicle. As a result, the criminals were forced off the road

the survey, there were twenty-nine thefts over the past month,

leading to a collision and fire which claimed their lives. The only

an average of almost one cargo theft per day. Regions with the

survivor of the attempted theft was the truck driver’s assistant,

highest incidents: Centro, Jardim Novo Campos Elíseos, Jardim

who suffered only minor injuries.

Proença and Cambuí.

Read more: Sinembargo (Mexico)

Read more: Correio Popular (Brazil)

U.S. & Canada

Mexico

2 January 2020: According to recently released

31 December 2019: A State Police Officer was

affidavits, a worker at a Florida distribution center was

injured during the recovery of a stolen trailer in San

arrested after allegations came to light that he stole

Salvador el Verde, Puebla. After receiving the alert

more than twenty smartphones.

from the Command & Control Center (C5) of a cargo

Read more: TCPalm.com (Port St. Lucie, FL)

theft, officers hurried to the location, where they were able to
locate the unit before the criminals had a chance to offload the

27 December 2019: North Carolina Secretary

merchandise. As the criminals attempted to flee, they opened

of State Agents led an enforcement sweep that

fire on the officers. The injured officer has since been reported to

resulted in the seizure of counterfeit designer

be in stable condition.
Read more: Ángulo 7 (Mexico)

apparel and accessories with an estimated retail
value of $805,000. The estimated retail value is the amount for
which the genuine trademarked items would sell.

31 December 2019: Residents of the state of

Read more: Loss Prevention Media

Campeche ransacked a burning trailer, further
fueling the flames by opening the trailer doors

21 December 2019: A captain has admitted

and injecting additional oxygen into the fire. Even

to being intoxicated while preparing to sail a

with the impending danger, residents continued

cargo container ship out of San Francisco Bay.

to unload as much of the cargo as possible. The trailer, loaded
with approx. ten tons of fried snacks, is only one of many to
be pilfered by local residents in the state. With 45 out of 84
overturned cargo vehicles being pilfered over this past year,

Prosecutors said U.S. Coast Guard investigators
administered sobriety tests to the captain and he failed them.
Read more: San Francisco Chronicle

the State Secretary of Public Security has expressed concerns

20 December 2019: The owner of a North

over the growing practice, which amounted to losses of over

Hollywood, California, truck driving school has

MXN$90 million during the 12-month period. This represents a

been sentenced to prison for trying to bribe

114% increase as compared to the MXN$42 million reported in
2018.
Read more: Tribuna Campeche (Mexico)

state Department of Transportation officials to
give commercial drivers’ licenses to unqualified student drivers.
Read more: Trucking Info
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