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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
10 January 2020.
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been sentenced to a combined total of 43 years in
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prison, according to West Yorkshire Police. Eight
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people were convicted of conspiracy to steal from trucks in a
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spree between 22 November 2017 and 23 May 2018, though
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investigators believe there are more involved, police said in a
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Read more: Yahoo News U.K.
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6 January 2020: The U.K. will send two of its
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warships to protect British-flagged commercial

U.S. & Canada......................................................................... 4

vessels in the Strait of Hormuz following an
increase in tensions after the killing of Iranian
General Qassem Soleimani. Ben Wallace MP, the U.K.’s Defence
Secretary, instructed the HMS Montrose and HMS Defender “to
return to accompanying duties of Red Ensign Shipping in the
Strait of Hormuz”.
Read more: Port Technology
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South Africa

The Netherlands

8 January 2020: Police have launched a manhunt

8 January 2020: Three men posing as truck drivers

for suspects following a spate of truck Hijackings in

managed to steal €3m worth of Electronics from a

the Delmas, Mpumalanga area. In one incident,

storage facility at Schiphol Airport this summer,

five armed men who hijacked a truck appeared to

according to a report on television crime show

be dressed in full SAPS and Sars uniforms, while driving cars

Opsporing Verzocht. The men used two trucks with

that had blue lights. In another incident, two trucks belonging to

stolen number plates, and even brought an electric forklift truck

the same company were hijacked while transporting soya from

with them so they could move the boxes of phones, drones

Bronkhorstspruit to Standerton.

and cameras into their getaway vehicles. One wore a yellow

Read more: IOL (South Africa)

high visibility jacket while they went about their work in the early
hours of the morning on 5 June. In total, the men took ninety
minutes to load the boxes of electronics onto their trucks—all of

7 January 2020: The business of copper theft is
becoming more lucrative by the year and authorities
are having a challenging time trying to stop it.

which was captured on surveillance camera film.
Read more: Dutch News

According to the City’s law enforcement, they have
seen a significant increase in copper theft—eighty-three arrests
were made from January to December 2019.

Persian Gulf

Read more: IOL (South Africa)

30 December 2019: The cost to deliver

6 January 2020: An unknown number of suspects

commodities is set to rise as additional war risk

were still at large following a Cash-in-Transit

premiums on merchant ships in the Middle East

robbery on the N4 near Bronkhorstspruit. Police

have shot up significantly this week, while security

spokesperson Colonel Brenda Muridili said four
occupants of the Cash-in-Transit security vehicle were forcefully
removed from the vehicle after it was rammed off the road by a
sedan.

concerns are prompting some ship owners to temporarily steer
clear of the Persian Gulf. Some of the owners are not prepared
for their ships to dock at ports in the Persian Gulf, while others
are adopting a "wait and watch" attitude, several sources in

Read more: Rekord East (South Africa)

London, Dubai, Singapore, Seoul and Tokyo said.
Read more: S&P Global Platts (U.K.)

6 January 2020: Three security guards of a Cashin-Transit vehicle were lucky to escape with only
minor injuries last night after their vehicle came
under attack. Explosives were used to gain entry to
the vehicle and an undisclosed amount of money was stolen.

Kenya

The incident occurred at about 7:30pm on the R66 between

7 January 2020: Police recovered 100 bales

Dokodweni and Gingindlovu.

of wheat flour during the raid of a company.

Read more: Zululand Observer (South Africa)

The flour had been reported stolen after the
driver of a lorry that was transporting the flour
to Meru from Mombasa was allegedly hijacked at Mtito Andei
town. He said the lorry driver has been arrested and is helping
police with investigations.
Read more: Kenya News
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Ireland

Pakistan

6 January 2020: Detectives arrested three men

10 January 2020: A countrywide strike of

in their thirties following a €30,000 cash robbery

transporters against a new regulation and

in Clonee, Co Meath. The gang is also being

imposition of heavy fines entered its third

investigated over similar raids in south Dublin and

consecutive day, though government officials

Carlow in recent months. Two of the suspects could be seen

said they were hopeful of resolving the issue soon. Pakistan’s

handcuffed and lying on their stomachs as heavily armed gardai

communications ministry recently enforced a new axle load

watched over them. A second vehicle was also stopped and

control regime to address the problem of overloading that

another man was arrested, while all of the cash, an imitation

can cause accidents or damage highways. However, goods

firearm, and an electronic signal-blocker were recovered. The

transporters have been demanding the restoration of axle load

men arrested are ages 30, 33 and 35 and all have links to the

law as per the National Highway Safety (NHS) Ordinance 2000.

Finglas area.

Read more: Arab News

Read more: Herald (Ireland)

Cambodia

APAC

8 January 2020: Cambodia's two state-owned
ports, Sihanoukville Autonomous Port (PAS) and
Phnom Penh Autonomous Port (PPAP), had

India

seen remarkable growth in revenue in 2019,
according to the annual report of the Ministry of Public Works
9 January 2020: Muzaffarpur police arrested

and Transport. PAS, the kingdom's largest seaport, made gross

five impersonators while they were trying to extort

revenue of USD $79.3 million last year, up 17.5% compared to

money from a truck driver and others by posing

the year before, said the report released at the ministry's annual

themselves as police officials near Kachchi-Pakki

conference. It said the port's net profit was almost USD $13

Chowk under the Sadar police station area of the town.

million last year, up 16% year-on-year.

Read more: India Times

Read more: XinhuaNet.com (China)

5 January 2020: A crude vessel, along with its crew,
which set sail for Visakhapatnam Port from Bonny

Singapore

Terminal in Nigeria on 2 December, was Hijacked by
pirates in mid sea on 3 December. The armed pirates
later abducted 19 of the 26 crew members and left the vessel.
The ship, however, continued its onward journey along with
replacement staff and seven members of the crew. Meanwhile,
the release of 19 kidnapped crew members, including 18
Indians and one Turkish man, was secured on 21 December
21. The vessel was carrying 254 TMT light crude. It reached
Visakhapatnam on 5 January and they were given a warm
welcome.
Read more: Khabarhub.com (Nepal)

8 January 2020: According to data from the Regional
Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and
Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia Information
Sharing Centre (ReCaap ISC), a total of 31 piracy
incidents were recorded in the Singapore Strait by 30 December
2019, compared to eight in 2018. While there is an equal
distribution of incidents in the westbound and eastbound lanes
of the strait over the last 12 months, 12 of the 16 incidents
recorded in the eastbound lane occurred in a relatively short
period between 23 November and 30 December 2019.
Read more: Hellenic Shipping News
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North & South
America

8 January 2020: Panic ensued in Río Bravo,
Tamaulipas when a group of heavily armed men
attacked State Police. The group employed the
use of firearms and grenades, and resorted to
the theft of several vehicles to be used as roadblocks, including
at least one trailer. The attack ended with the intervention of the
Secretary of National Defense.

Brazil

Read more: El Universal (Mexico)
4 January 2020: President Bolsonaro has vetoed
Senate Bill 4365/16 which grants drivers of passenger
and cargo road transport the right to periodic medical
evaluation. The Official Gazette (DOU) published the
veto on 27 December. In its justification, the Executive

alleged lack of budget forecast of the Unified Health System
(SUS) for the implementation of the program. The original text
was approved by the House of Representatives in October
2019.
Read more: Focus.Jor (Brazil)

3 January 2020: A runner reported two suspicious
males hiding atop a hill known locally as “Tres
Cruces” in Tehuacán, Puebla. When authorities
responded they found that both men were members
of a local cargo theft gang. The pair confessed
to spending hours at a time looking out for police activity on
Highways MEX-125 and MEX-135D that might interfere with
their criminal activities.
Read more: PressReader.com

4 January 2020: An escort agent who was
escorting a truck loaded with meat was killed
at dawn during an attempted robbery on the
Presidente Dutra (BR-116) highway in Rio de
Janeiro. The attack occurred at kilometer 164 in Jardim
America when gunmen intercepted a truck to steal the cargo.
There was a confrontation between the criminals and those
responsible for escorting the vehicle. An escort agent was shot
and died on the spot.
Read more: UOL (Brazil)

U.S. & Canada
7 January 2020: The Trump administration
is proposing new rules to guide future federal
regulation of artificial intelligence used in
medicine, transportation and other industries.
The rules will not affect how federal agencies
such as law enforcement use AI; they are specifically limited to
how federal agencies devise new AI regulations for the private
sector. There is a month-long public comment period before the
rules take effect.
Read more: Transport Topics

Mexico
8 January 2019: Two private security escorts
were shot and killed during an attempted
Hijacking in Arteaga, Michoacán. The attack
occurred at km 209+800 of Highway MEX-37D
Lázaro Cárdenas-Uruapan, near the “Las Cañas” Tollbooth.
It has been reported that the truck was a trailer originating
from the port of Lázaro Cárdenas, though authorities have not

7 January 2020: In the wake of Qassem
Soleimani’s death, Iran has vowed retribution
against the United States and experts agree that
cyber-attacks are high on the list of possible
retaliatory actions within the capability of the Iranian government.
The global maritime industry should take note.
Read more: gCaptain.com

reported the nature of the cargo being transported.
Read more: La Verdad (Mexico)

3 January 2020: A tractor and 53-foot
trailer were stolen on Christmas Day
out of the Stockton, California area. The
big rig was transporting the personal belongings of three active
military families who were in the process of relocating.
Read more: KMPH-TV (Fresno, CA)
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3 January 2020: A December 23 paper by Fed
Board economists concluded American tariffs had
more costs than benefits for the sector they intended
to help—manufacturing. A Wall Street Journal
editorial this week heralded the study as evidence
that protectionism backfires and helps explain why economic
growth has decelerated to 2% from about 3%.
Read more: FleetOwner.com
2 January 2020: A Long Beach, California woman
was arrested on suspicion of pocketing a $5,500
insurance payment and leaving the client’s business
uninsured. She allegedly collected the $5,500 from
a client for a cargo policy that included international bonds.
The insurance policy was canceled due to non-payment of the
premium, leaving her client’s business without coverage for
months. The client subsequently paid an additional $5,500 to
obtain a valid insurance policy after being informed that customs
could not verify the international bonds, which caused delays in
shipments.
Read more: MyNewsLA.com
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