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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
24 January 2020.
EMEA
Europe..................................................................................... 1

Europe

Gulf of Guinea.......................................................................... 2

21 January 2020: With few exceptions, 2019

Denmark.................................................................................. 2

will not be remembered as a good year for air

United Kingdom....................................................................... 2

cargo at European airports. Several of the region’s

South Africa............................................................................. 2

largest air cargo hubs have recently reported year-
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of economic slowdown, U.S.-China trade tensions, and local
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issues as reasons for the poor performance.
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Read more: FreightWaves.com
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9 January 2020: The use of refrigerated
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containers and trucks in people-smuggling and
clandestine migration—which the Global Initiative
forecasted would be an ongoing concern
two years ago—raises questions for transport and logistics
businesses. Widespread adoption of industry standards could
pose a challenge to actors seeking to exploit the freight industry
to move irregular migrants.
Read more: Global Initiative
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Gulf of Guinea

South Africa

22 January 2020: Insurers are making ransom

21 January 2020: Police in KwaZulu-Natal made

payments to West African gangs of $30,000 to

a major breakthrough when they arrested eleven

$50,000 per kidnapped crew member, amid warnings

suspects involved in an alleged truck-theft syndicate

that changing piracy tactics have placed vessels at

operating in the province. A source close to the

risk of increasingly violent attacks in the Gulf of Guinea over

investigation said members of the SAPS’ tactical

coming months.

response team (TRT) responded to a report that a truck had

Read more: Lloyd’s List Maritime Intelligence

been stolen in Maydon Wharf, Durban Central.
Read more: Times Live (South Africa)

Denmark

APAC

22 January 2020: Danish Maritime and
Commercial Court has ruled that the theft of over
$1M of Tobacco products from a trailer was not
covered by a wholesaler’s cargo insurance policy, as the product
was parked at the wholesaler’s terminal, and not In-Transit at the
time of theft.

India
22 January 2020: The indefinite strike called

Read more: Lexology.com

by a group of truck drivers serving International
Container Transshipment Terminal on Vallarpadam
Island was withdrawn following talks held with

United Kingdom

District Collector S. Suhas.
Read more: The Hindu (India)

18 January 2020: The U.K. Marine Accident
Investigation Branch (MAIB) has released its
report into the December 2018 incident where
the shifting of freight vehicles during a ro-ro (rollon/roll-off) passenger ferry crossing from Larne, Northern Ireland

Australia

to Cairnryan, Scotland, resulted in damage to several vehicles.

20 January 2020: After years of

Read more: Maritime Executive

industry complaints about recreational
vehicles hogging truck stops, thereby
exacerbating the risk of truck-driver fatigue, Transport for NSW

14 January 2020: Particle accelerators at the

(TFNSW) is having a serious look at imposing controls.

Science and Technology Facilities Council’s

Read more: Fully Loaded (Australia)

(STFC) Daresbury Laboratory, near Warrington,
are playing an important role in the development
of a new generation of cargo screening technologies, capable of
detecting firearms, narcotics and weapons hidden within dense
cargo.
Read more: Warrington Worldwide (U.K.)
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North & South
America

Mexico
21 January 2020: A warning was issued for the
state of Guanajuato after the brother of the leader
of the Santa Rosa de Lima Cartel was killed in a
shootout in Celaya, Guanajuato. It was reported
that threats were issued against local authorities.

Brazil

Due to the resulting operations in the area, being carried out by
Federal Police, the National Guard, and Secretary of National

21 January 2020: The number of cargo
thefts on federal highways decreased about
35% in 2019. The data are from the Federal

Defense, it was advised that the general population avoid
travelling through the area unless absolutely necessary.

Highway Police (PRF) and indicate that last
year, 1,390 occurrences were registered, while in 2018 there

20 January 2020: Thirteen men were arrested in

were 2,120. From this fall, the expectation is that the indexes

the State of Mexico in relation to various cargo

continue to fall and consolidate in 2020. According to the PRF,

theft events in the municipalities of Ecatepec,

the state that suffers the most from cargo theft on federal
highways is Minas Gerais (459 occurrences), followed by Rio de
Janeiro (160), Paraná (135), São Paulo (80) and Goiás (80).

Nezahualcóyotl, and Teotihuacán. After gathering
sufficient evidence, authorities are processing all
thirteen men for their participation in violent Hijackings in the

Read more: Planeta Caminhão (Brazil)

above mentioned locations, the most recent having occurred on
27 December 2019.

21 January 2020: According to the Social

Read more: Noticias en la Mira (Mexico)

Defense Department (SDS), 579 cargo
thefts were recorded in Pernambuco in

16 January 2020: Cargo thieves operating aboard

2019. Even with the decrease of 1.36% in
the number of cargo thefts, the average was 1.5 cases per day.
Truck drivers have avoided driving at night, recalculating their

two vehicles wounded a security escort while
Hijacking a trailer on Highway Arco Norte (MEXM40D) in the municipality of Calpulalpan, Tlaxcala.

routes, all to avoid being a victim of robberies in this area.

Although the security escort reportedly survived the attack, the

Read more: Waldiney Passos (Brazil)

criminals were successful in stealing the cargo unit.
Read more: E-Tlaxcala (Mexico)

21 January 2020: A joint action by the Minas
Gerais Police and the Rio de Janeiro Police
dismantled and arrested a criminal organization
specializing in the purchase and sale of stolen
drugs. The group is said to be involved in receiving part of the

U.S. & Canada

cargo valued at more than R $ 7 million in cancer treatment

23 January 2020: Waymo, the self-driving

drugs. Police found that the criminal organization handled

vehicle division of Google parent Alphabet, is

around R $ 8.7 million in the years 2018 to 2019.

about to start mapping in Texas and New Mexico

Read more: Setelagoas Notícias (Brazil)

as a prelude to testing its self-driving big-rig
trucks. The mapping minivans, to be followed by the large
trucks, will run primarily along Interstates 10, 20 and 45 and
through metropolitan areas like El Paso, Dallas and Houston, the
company said.
Read more: USA Today
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22 January 2020: Alarmed by rogue shippers

21 January 2020: The Governor of New Jersey

flouting regulations for safe transport of lithium

has just signed a new law designed to increase

batteries on cargo aircraft, the world’s leading

penalties for counterfeit drug crimes committed in

airline trade group has renewed calls for

the state.

governments to crack down on violators, and

Read more: SafeMedicines.org

developed a centralized system to report and quantify those
incidents.

17 January 2020: An Indiana semi

Read more: Yahoo Finance

driver was hit with a massive fine and
his truck was impounded after his load

22 January 2020: Stakeholders participating

was found to be more than 95,000 pounds over the legal limit.

in today’s global supply chain must grapple

Read more: WRTV-TV (Indianapolis, IN)

with three big themes: the growing impact of
e-commerce, evolving global trade stances, and
the rise of automation and other advanced technological tools in
the processing of cross-border trade.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
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