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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
2 February 2020.
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commander for its operational ability and working with the
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The IMSC launched in November to protect the international
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have been blamed on Iran.
Read more: Gulf Daily News (Bahrain)

New Zealand............................................................................ 3
India......................................................................................... 3
North & South America
Brazil........................................................................................ 4

Russia

Mexico..................................................................................... 4

30 January 2020: Russia’s state railway operator
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cancelled a decision to halt rail freight shipments
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between Russia and China over coronavirus fears
after the Transport Ministry intervened, an official document
showed.
Read more: Reuters
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South Africa

United Kingdom

2 February 2020: Violent crime soared through a

30 January 2020: Dorset Police tried to stop

decade of kleptocracy and graft under South Africa’s

a silver Mitsubishi on the Puddletown bypass

former President Jacob Zuma. Gold mines offer soft

just after 8.50pm. The driver failed to stop for

targets for syndicates that previously specialized in

officers when asked to do so, and the NPAS

Cash-in-Transit heists. Their foot-soldiers outgun a demoralized

helicopter was called to help with the search. The vehicle,

police force and pile woes on a gold industry in the final stages

reported stolen from an address in Bridport, was subsequently

of a decades-long death spiral.

reported to be seen travelling along the A31 and into Wimborne.

Read more: Yahoo Finance

Read more: Dorset Echo (U.K.)

31 January 2020: In a series of videos posted

29 January 2020: A crook who was caught driving a

to Twitter, two men and one other behind the

van containing more than 5,000 bottles of wine stolen

scenes can be seen robbing a Cash-in-Transit (CIT)

from the back of a truck has been sent to prison.

guard as he tried to place the money in the van.

Read more: Yorkshire Post (U.K.)

According to the post, the robbery took place in the business
area of Marabastad, Pretoria.
Read more: The South African

Gulf of Guinea
30 January 2020: A 43-year-old man convicted

30 January 2020: If there is anything that points to

of robbery with aggravating circumstances

the fact that President Muhammadu Buhari may not

and possession of unlicensed firearms and

be getting a full brief on the security situation in the

ammunition, was sentenced by the Polokwane

country, it was his expression of shock regarding

Magistrate’s Court. This sentence emanates from a 2007

the level of criminality across Nigeria. It is encouraging that those

incident when the convicted criminal and an accomplice

in authority are finally coming to terms with the general climate

robbed a security guard of over R100 000 at a restaurant in

of insecurity, any effort to address the situation must be holistic if

Polokwane.

it is to be meaningful. Such efforts must take into account what

Read more: Review Online (South Africa)

is happening within the Gulf of Guinea (GoG) that is strategic to
national security. Sadly, piracy and other criminal activities have

30 January 2020: A driver was Hijacked after

combined to render this maritime area very dangerous.

he was tricked into pulling over on the N17, said

Read more: This Day Live (Nigeria)

Springs Police spokesperson Capt Johannes
Ramphora. The complainant was driving a truck with
oil as cargo on the N17 when two vehicles passed him, both
alerting him that there was something wrong at the back of the

Italy

truck. He then pulled over at the Thema/Tonk Meter off-ramp
and was approached by eight armed suspects who ordered him

29 January 2020: Criminals who attempted to

out of the truck.

ambush an armoured van on a motorway in Italy

Read more: Springs Advertiser (South Africa)

failed, despite puncturing the vehicles tyres with
nails and blocking the road with burning cars. The

29 January 2020: Shots were fired in an attempted

suspects fled the scene near the city of Lodi, south-east of

Cash-in-Transit heist in Soshanguve. The incident

Milan, when a patrol vehicle arrived. Nobody was injured in the

happened around 13:50, said provincial police

incident.

spokesperson Colonel Brenda Muridili. “However,

Read more: BBC News

the armoured vehicle managed to escape the suspects’ attempt
to stop the vehicle,” she said. “The suspects fled from the scene
Read more: Rekord North (South Africa)
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APAC

Australia
30 January 2020: Detectives have charged a man
with drug supply as part of ongoing investigations
into the alleged importation of nearly $100 worth

Thailand

of methylamphetamine concealed in a one-tonne
machinery item.

2 February 2020: Deputy Minister of Transport

Read more: Mirage News (Australia)

Atirat Ratanasate has ordered the Port Authority of
Thailand to be on watch for possible coronavirus
cases among cargo ship crew from affected areas,
at all ports in Thailand. The Port Authority of Thailand has called
on all companies to report the schedule of ships arriving at

Philippines

Bangkok ports no less than 24 hours in advance.

1 February 2020: A team of Marines and Coast

Read more: Pattaya Mail (Thailand)

Guard personnel have intercepted a shipment
of more than PHP2.6 million worth of smuggled
goods at the local port. Bureau of Customs
(BOC) Commissioner Leonardo Rey Guerrero said the smuggled

Pakistan

goods, consisting of cigarettes and sugar, were intercepted
aboard a ship that had just arrived from Jolo, Sulu. Guerrero

1 February 2020: Fears of the new coronavirus

said the seized cargo consisted of 95 master cases of smuggled

spreading to Pakistan have delayed a few projects

cigarettes with an estimated worth of PHP2.6 million, and 10

in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, a key

sacks of sugar valued at PHP20,000.

component of China’s Belt and Road Initiative,

Read more: Northbound Asia (Philippines)

in Lahore and South Punjab. Although Pakistan has not had
any confirmed case of the deadly virus yet, the death toll has
reached more than 200 in China, according to health authorities
in Beijing. There are confirmed cases in more than a dozen
countries, including India and Nepal in South Asia.

New Zealand

Read more: Nikkei.com

29 January 2020: The Government is spending
$12 billion total in infrastructure; officials outlined
how $8 billion of the package will be spent.
Read more: TV New Zealand

China (Hong Kong)
1 February 2020: Thieves made off with 25,000
surgical masks from the stock of a Hong Kong
businesswoman as panicked residents stocked
up on the face coverings amid fears of a local
coronavirus outbreak. The 25 boxes, containing 1,000 masks
each, reached the city from Thailand on Wednesday and were

India
29 January 2020: In a first, railways will allow
armed escorts provided by private agencies in
goods trains to ensure safety of goods susceptible

stored in a warehouse at Wah Fai Industrial Building on Sze

to pilferage and theft, according to an order issued by the

Shan Street, Yau Tong, intended for sale online.

national transporter.

Read more: South China Morning Post

Read more: Business Standard
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North & South
America

25 January 2020: A man was shot to death in
Toluca, State of Mexico during an attempted
cargo theft. The individual was riding as the
co-pilot on a trailer travelling on Highway MEX134 Toluca-Naucalpan when he was murdered by cargo thieves.
After the incident, the criminals fled, leaving behind the cargo
unit.

Brazil

Read more: La Prensa (Mexico)
29 January 2020: Two truckers had their trucks

24 January 2020: Nine people were murdered at

stolen and were held hostage near the city of

a restaurant in Villagrán, Guanajuato. Authorities

Rondonópolis. The police managed to free them
and recover one of the vehicles carrying a load of 38
tons of soybeans. The other vehicle and its cargo of
another 38 tons of soybeans were not found.

report that a group of armed men entered the
restaurant, located at km 75 of Highway MEX45D (Celaya-Salamanca), opening fire on those found inside.
Additionally, three men were forced outside and killed in the

Read more: Só Notícias (Brazil)

parking area designated for cargo vehicles. Two of the victims
were female employees at the restaurant, and at least three of

24 January 2020: A cargo of twelve tons of

the male victims were truck drivers who had stopped for dinner.

pesticides was stolen in Pirajuba. The driver

Read more: La Voz de Michoacán (Mexico)

was driving down the highway when he was
approached and forced to stop. He was placed
in another vehicle, then later left in a cane field. With the truck
blocked, the criminals abandoned the vehicle with the cargo.
The tracking enabled the location and recovery of the truck and
cargo.

U.S. & Canada
29 January 2020: President Donald Trump

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

signed into law a revamped pact with Mexico
and Canada that replaces the 26-year-old North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).
Read more: FreightWaves.com

Mexico

27 January 2020: The U.S. Department of

25 January 2020: Eleven people were

Homeland Security (DHS) released its first report

arrested in relation to the theft of a trailer

pursuant to President Trump’s April 3, 2019,

loaded with cattle. When Transit Police

Memorandum on Combating Trafficking in

attempted to pull the unit over, the cargo

Counterfeit and Pirated Goods. The first-ever report outlines a

thieves fled towards a residential area in Tecámac, State of

series of recommendations and actions that can be taken by

Mexico, engaging in a shootout with authorities. Two people

both the federal government and industry partners to combat

were reportedly injured, though it is unclear whether they were
part of the criminal group or residents of the area. Among those
arrested were eight males and three females between the ages

this illicit trade epidemic.
Read more: Loss Prevention Media

of 15 and 51.
Read more: Debate (Mexico)

sensitech.com

SCIC Global Intelligence Note 2 February 2020

4

25 January 2020: After nearly three years of
discordant trade talks between the U.S. and

Global

China that have stifled growth and investment

30 January 2020: You’ve probably heard the

in both nations while sending financial markets

news…about 100 deaths from coronavirus so far,

into a frenzy, the U.S. and China have finally reached ‘phase

and the death toll is climbing. The city of Wuhan,

one’ of a trade agreement. This first phase was signed by both

China, with a population of 11 million, has been

parties on January 15th. The agreement was billed as the first

sealed off and locked down – no in-or-out transportation.

phase of a broader trade pact between the U.S. and China, but

Read more: SupplyChain247.com

many were still left wondering if the administration is completely
finished with its attempts to rewrite the trade relationship with
China.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
24 January 2020: Cargo theft is a wide-reaching
and surprisingly under-reported issue faced by
all in the supply chain at some point or another.
Many view it as a disagreeable but necessary
cost of doing business, and ultimately someone
else’s problem. Despite its being such a pervasive threat, many
countries still lack a unified reporting agency or database.
Read more: Supply Chain Brain
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