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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
7 February 2020.
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4 February 2020: In the early morning, the driver
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of a German semitrailer tractor discovered that
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the tarpaulin of his semitrailer had been cut open
on the driver’s side; he had parked his vehicle at
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a rest area the previous evening. The load was apparently not
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of interest to the perpetrators, since nothing was stolen. The
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57-year-old driver told police officers that he had not noticed
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anything unusual during the night. The damage amounts to
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around €1,000.
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Read more: PNR24 (Germany)
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1 February 2020: Unknown perpetrators cut open
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the tarpaulin of a secured truck and stole eighteen
boxes of mini hi-fi systems from the loading area with
a total value of around €3,600 euros. The amount of
property damage incurred amounts to approximately €1,000
euros.
Read more: Sächsische.de (Germany)
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South Africa

3 February 2020: A stop-and-search operation
yielded positive results for Benoni Flying Squad

5 February 2020: The Hawks’ Port Shepstone

SAPS members, who were conducting patrols at
the N12 next to Springs when they arrested a

Serious Organized Crime Investigation and Port
Shepstone K9 announced that they arrested three

truck driver for possession of stolen copper. The police noticed

suspects on the N2 when they found cellphone

a suspicious truck travelling from Mpumalanga to Gauteng with

network batteries that were reported stolen. The value of these

a heavy load. They stopped the truck before searching it. The

batteries was around R480,000, and the thieves were also

police recovered multiple different copper cables cut into pieces.

driving a stolen bakkie estimated at R280,000.

Read more: Springs Advertiser (South Africa)

Read more: My Broadband (South Africa)
4 February 2020: Five men, reportedly posing

Italy

as Cash-in-Transit guards, drove off after getting
access to cash and valuables in New Redruth,

29 January 2020: A hauler driving a truck

Alberton. The men allegedly robbed a store at the

loaded with shoes was traveling on the main

New Redruth Village Shopping Centre. In the video, it shows

road 16, in Cerignola, when three people,

two men dressed in Cash-in-Transit guard uniforms walking

hooded and armed with Kalashnikovs, drove up next to him in

towards a white van with tinted windows, then driving off with

a car. The perpetrators forced the truck driver to stop and get

the South African Social Security Agency (Sassa) cash they

into the car, while another one drove away with the truck. After

collected.

twenty minutes the haulier was released on the outskirts of the

Read more: Citizen (South Africa)

Foggia municipality and called the police. Officers recovered the
truck but the load was stolen by the robbers

4 February 2020: A delivery truck carrying tires

Read more: La Repubblica (Italy)

and various other items was Hijacked by a gang of
robbers who forced the driver to pull over. The gang,
comprising of at least eight men, followed the truck
on the N2 while it left the Bay shortly after midnight.

United Kingdom

Read more: Herald Live (South Africa)

6 January 2020: The U.K. will send two of its
3 February 2020: A brazen Cash-in-Transit heist

warships to protect British-flagged commercial

took place recently in Marabastad, Pretoria. The

vessels in the Strait of Hormuz following an

crime was perpetrated in broad daylight and in full

increase in tensions after the killing of Iranian

view of witnesses. The robbers got away with the

General Qassem Soleimani.

cash with relative ease. A few aspects of the footage left South

Read more: Port Technology

Africans with many questions. Although some empathized with
the guard, others suspected that it may have been an inside job.
Read more: Briefly (South Africa)
3 February 2020: A Cash-in-Transit vehicle was
robbed on the road between Thulamahashe and
Dwarsloop. An unknown number of attackers were
involved. They used a double-cab bakkie and a car.
They stopped the Cash-in-Transit vehicle, forced the guards
out at gunpoint, then blew open the back of the truck with
explosives.
Read more: Lowvelder (South Africa)

sensitech.com

SCIC Global Intelligence Note 7 February 2020

2

APAC

Philippines
28 January 2020: Police operatives from Albay
and Quezon provinces recovered three trucks
loaded with P4.5 million worth of alcoholic drinks,

Thailand

which was allegedly hijacked in Lopez, Quezon,
while on its way to Bicol. Panganiban said that upon reaching

5 February 2020: Provincial Police Region 2 and

Lopez, Quezon, three employees of a subcontractor, claimed

a Chonburi Public Health Department pharmacist

that they were allegedly hijacked. Upon further investigation,

swooped down on two pharmacies. Authorities

the Lopez police discovered that they fabricated the Hijacking

arrested two clerks and the owner. The raids

incident.

came after police responded to complaints that teenagers

Read more: Inquirer.net (Philippines)

were using a Banglamung house as a drug den. There, police
found fifty bottles of cough syrup containing diphenhydramine
hydrochloride.
Read more: Pattaya Mail (Thailand)

India
28 January 2020: The Krishna district police
arrested nine of an eleven-member gang

Pakistan

that allegedly stole prawns from a lorry near
Pamarru. The Pamarru police arrested the accused at Gudur

4 February 2020: Pakistan’s tax authorities are

in Nellore district. They seized a van, a car, a bike, and prawns

investigating a series of fraud incidents at the

worth 10.80 lakh from the gang.

country’s main customs stations, which inflicted

Read more: The Hindu

multibillion-rupee losses on Pakistan’s economy,
an official confirmed. There will be an investigation and its
findings will be shared with the public.
Read more: Arab News

North & South
America

Singapore
4 February 2020: Singapore Plans to restructure
its Maritime Security Task Force (MSTF) and beef
up its assets to deal with piracy in the Straits of
Malacca, a crucial waterway connecting Asia

Brazil
6 February 2020: A gang was arrested on suspicion

to the rest of the world. The MSTF of the Singapore Navy

of the theft of a cell phone load in the Santa

works with law enforcement and maritime agencies to guard

Genoveva, in Goiânia city. They overpowered a truck

Singapore’s waters, including conducting daily patrols as well as

driver when he entered the company and managed

boarding and escort operations in the Singapore Strait.

to take the cargo. The police managed to recover the

Read more: DefenseWorld.net

load.
Read more: Mais Goiás (Brazil)
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U.S. & Canada

5 February 2020: Cargo thefts in Santa
Catarina State include fraud in police reports,
and vehicles not returned to their owners. There

5 February 2020: A grim situation for U.S. natural

are cases of involvement of drivers and public

gas exporters has gotten even worse as the

officials.

Coronavirus outbreak sends global prices plunging

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

on concern that China’s demand for the fuel will
collapse.
Read more: Yahoo Finance

4 February 2020: Truck drivers report the
fear and anguish they experience during

5 February 2020: Perhaps not surprisingly, the

the long journeys they need to travel in
Santa Catarina to transport goods.

Coronavirus is affecting the shipping business. The

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

Canadian government, through Transport Canada
Marine Security operations, issued a notice that all
foreign-flagged ships must report any illness aboard the ship at

3 February 2020: Police prevented the theft of
two In-Transit loads of pesticides. The drivers were
approached in Guapo and taken hostage. The

the 96-hour and 24-hour pre-arrival inspection reports.
Read more: SaltWire.com

cargo was valued at 2 million reais.
4 February 2020: Nearly $1 million worth of

Read more: Jornal Comunidade em Destaque (Brazil)

shark fins were seized in Miami, Florida, after
the boxes they were hidden in were intercepted
by U.S. government officials.

Mexico

Read more: CNN
3 February 2020: Tehuacán Municipal Police

4 February 2020: If you happen to come across

have reportedly located more than twenty

inexplicably large amounts of cigars for sale

warehouses with stolen merchandise and

at a discount, you should probably alert the

vehicles throughout the city. Additionally, they

authorities. The owner of a cigar company announced that their

have detected various “cemeteries” where cargo thieves have
been abandoning stolen trucks after emptying them. Authorities
report that the actual thefts occur in other cities and highways;

distribution warehouse in Miami was burglarized. He estimates
that 100,000 cigars were stolen, with a wholesale value of
around $350,000.

however, many properties in Tehuacán are being used to store

Read more: Cigar Aficionado

the stolen cargo.
Read more: El Popular (Mexico)

4 February 2020: The Commercial
Vehicle Safety Alliance’s (CVSA)

1 February 2020: A recycling company in

International Roadcheck 2020 will take

Tepotzotlán, State of Mexico, recovered 800

place May 5-7. International Roadcheck is a high-volume,

kg of Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) that had

high-visibility three-day enforcement initiative that highlights the

been stolen in December 2019 after the criminals

importance of commercial motor vehicle safety through roadside

returned to sell them the recycling material. When

inspections.

one of the employees recognized the cargo unit as one of their
own, authorities were immediately notified, recovering the stolen

Read more: Fleet Owner

cargo vehicle and arresting six people accompanying the unit at
the time.
Read more: Asi Sucede (Mexico)
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1 February 2020: The Department of Homeland
Security is warning people to watch out for
counterfeit Super Bowl swag. Federal agents
have seized roughly $120 million in counterfeit
sports merchandise since last year’s Super Bowl. The counterfeit
merchandise ranges from hats and jerseys to rings and game
tickets.
Read more: ArkLaTexHomepage.com
31 January 2020: A 12-year, $392 million project
to deepen the Delaware River, allowing bigger
and heavier ships to call at Philadelphia ports, is
slated for completion in March.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
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