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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
14 February 2020.
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vacuum cleaners from a truck. The loot was carried
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away in an unknown vehicle. The driver noticed the
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theft at 3:20 a.m. and alerted the police. The officers
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also found a second truck of which the unknown perpetrators
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had cut the tarpaulin to see the cargo. However, nothing was
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stolen from this truck.
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Read more: Thüringen im Blick (Germany)
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7 February 2020: Thieves damaged twenty-two
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trucks in three parking lots. They did not find the
hoped-for prey in any of them.
Read more: Hamburger Abendblatt (Germany)

Uganda
11 February 2020: National Drug Authority
(NDA) has impounded government drugs worth
Shs90 million from private pharmacies and clinics
in Bugisu and Sebei sub-regions in eastern
region. The drugs were recovered during an operation to crack
down on drug outlets that are not complying with licensing
requirements and dealing in unregistered medicines.
Read more: Monitor (Uganda)
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South Africa

Italy

12 February 2020: Another Cash-in-Transit van

10 February 2020: A movie-like robbery took

has been bombed, this time near Mondeor, south

place along the A16 highway, where armed

of Johannesburg. Police spokesperson Col Brenda

criminals stole a load of cigarettes, which they

Muridili said the vehicle was travelling on the R550

intercepted at the Cerignola Ovest exit. At least eight armed

on the side of De Deur when it was attacked. The van was

criminals in three cars intercepted and blocked a caravan

ambushed by suspects in three cars who used explosives to

made up of three trucks carrying a load of cigarettes between

blow it apart.

Campania and Puglia.

Read more: Dispatch Live (South Africa)

Read more: Foggia Today (Italy)

10 February 2020: Police in Gauteng arrested
780 suspects for various crimes during a multi-

Kenya

disciplinary crime combatting operation. In a
statement, Gauteng police spokesperson Captain

7 February 2020: Six people have been arrested

Kay Makhubele said of the 780 suspects, 270 were arrested

in connection to the 25 December 2019 murder of

around Tshwane. They were arrested for truck Hijackings,

a truck driver in Kikopey, according to detectives

among other crimes.

from the Directorate of Criminal Investigations (DCI).

Read more: DefenceWeb (South Africa)

Read more: Nairobi News Nation (Kenya)

10 February 2020: A woman was arrested in
Tshwane with a bag containing about R1.5-million
in cash. The arrest came as police officers were
following up on a Cash-in-Transit heist that took

APAC

place on the R513 in Ekangala.
Read more: Rekord East (South Africa)
10 February 2020: Motorists were urged to avoid

India

the P91 and Oranjerivier Drive following a Cash-

12 February 2020: Three men, who allegedly

in-Transit heist around 7pm on Monday evening.

barged into a warehouse in Manesar last month

The police, metro police, emergency services, and

and looted cash and goods worth Rs 4 lakh, have

private security companies were on the scene.

been arrested. However, a former warehouse

Read more: Kempton Express (South Africa)

employee (also involved in the crime) is still on the run, police
said.

8 February 2020: Three Butterworth traffic officers

Read more: Times of India

have been arrested by the police for allegedly
Hijacking a truck, before robbing the driver and his
crew of an undisclosed amount of cash on the N2
between Dutywa and Mthatha. One of the traffic officers was
rushed to Mthatha General Hospital after he was shot in the

Singapore

upper body and wounded during an exchange of gunfire with

9 February 2020: Two ships in the Singapore Strait

the police.

were attacked by pirates within the span of an hour.

Read more: Dispatch Live (South Africa)

Some engine spares were stolen in one incident,
while the perpetrators left empty handed in the other.
These bring the total number of incidents reported in
the Singapore Strait since the start of this year to six.
Read more: Straits Times (Singapore)
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North & South
America

Mexico
11 February 2020: Four members of a cargo
theft group were arrested in Ixtlahuaca de
Rayón, State of Mexico. The group is accused
of stealing a cargo vehicle loaded with furniture,
as well as holding the driver captive for several hours while they

Brazil

completed the theft. Both the cargo and criminal vehicles were
later found abandoned in Jocotitlán, however, authorities were

12 February 2020: An attack on a Cash-in-

able to track down the cargo thieves at one of their warehouses

Transit vehicle car left three people injured in the

in the town of San Pedro de los Baños in Ixtlahuaca.

neighborhood of Jardim São Paulo, in Recife.

Read more: El Sol de Toluca (Mexico)

According to the police, among the injured are a
teenager, a guard, and one of the assailants.

9 February 2020: A group of

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

approximately fifty armed men broke into a
truck dealership in Huejotzingo, Puebla,

11 February 2020: The heavy rains that

stealing 16 trucks. The group reportedly entered the facility at

caused chaos in São Paulo had a strong

around 02:00 hrs, subduing the employees and security guards

impact on cargo transportation from the

on site. Of the vehicles stolen, at least six were later recovered

capital, which recorded the longest storm in

in San Juan del Rio, Querétaro, thanks to the GPS tracking

February in 37 years. According to a survey by Freebras, the

systems. Four arrests have been made in relation to the theft.

search for truck drivers for freight leaving the city fell by 70%,

Read more: SDP Noticias (Mexico)

while the available loads fell by 44%. The disturbances even
affected the Ceasa (Companhia de Entrepostos e Armazéns
Gerais de São Paulo) region, the main food supply center in the
capital.

8 February 2020: A 54-year-old truck driver was
murdered on the highway to El Salto, Jalisco
during an attempted Hijacking. Witnesses report that

Read more: E-Commerce Brasil

the trailer was intercepted by two armed individuals
who tried to force the man to drive to a secluded location so

10 February 2020: The Federal Police in
Pernambuco announced the arrest of a vigilante, a
resident of Caruaru, suspected of associating with
a gang of bank and Cash-in-Transit vehicle robbers.

they could complete the theft. Unfortunately, when the driver
resisted, the cargo thieves shot him and fled the scene.
Read more: Guardia Nocturna (Mexico)

According to the Federal Police in Caruaru, the 32-year-old
man was responsible for passing inside information from
banks and private security companies to members of criminal
organizations.
Read more: Afogados On-Line (Brazil)
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U.S. & Canada

10 February 2020: Authorities discovered more
than seventy pounds of cocaine that was hidden

12 February 2020: The Illinois

inside a freight shipment of boxes in DeKalb
County, Georgia. DeKalb K9 Argo alerted police

Department of Transportation has issued
a warning about a theft ring targeting

that there might be narcotics hidden on a pallet of cardboard

truckers at two rest stop locations. At the eastbound rest area,

boxes.

thieves are breaking into the cargo areas.

Read more: Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Read more: CDL Life
7 February 2020: A Laurel, Maryland man pleaded
12 February 2020: A truck driver from Dallas,

guilty on felony theft and tax evasion charges for

Texas was jailed on a $100,000 bond after being

stealing millions of dollars of merchandise from

charged with stealing $26,000 worth of cigarettes

a distribution center in Seaford, Delaware.

from another truck driver’s rig in Wichita Falls. According to

According to his plea agreement, from 2007 through

police, in November a semi rig was parked in front of a motel

July 30, 2019, he worked as a Senior Manager at the facility

and when the driver came out the next morning, he found it had

located in Seaford.

been broken into and a large amount of cigarettes were taken

Read more: WGMD-FM (Rehoboth Beach, DE)

that were bound for Vernon.
Read more: KXAN-TV (Austin, TX)
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