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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles
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relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
21 February 2020.
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Germany
20 February 2020: Criminals struck the A2 parking
lot Kolberg in Bönen. According to the police, the
perpetrators opened the seal on a semi-trailer and
stole goods from an online mail order company.
Read more: Westfälischer Anzeiger (Germany)
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Italy

South Africa
21 February 2020: Thieves broke into a

18 February 2020: An armored truck Service

warehouse in Vastogirardi. The goods were

is appealing to members of the public for any

loaded into the owner’s truck, which was stolen

information which may assist the South African

as well. The police started an investigation.

Police Service (SAPS) in its ongoing investigation of

Read more: L’Eco dell’Alto Molise (Italy)

a former employee, who is allegedly linked to the theft of R4m
from its collection facility at the Mall of Africa, Midrand, in July
2019. It was reported that the employee allegedly strolled out

19 February 2020: An Italian prosecutor says a
cargo ship captain was arrested for suspected arms
trafficking between Turkey and Libya.

of the Midrand depot with a trolley containing refuse bags that
were stuffed with millions of rands before disappearing into thin
air.

Read more: Associated Press

Read more: Sowetan Live (South Africa)
18 February 2020: A government pharmacy

Spain

assistant and a pharmacist working for a private
pharmaceutical company were arrested for
21 February 2020: The Local Police of Sant

allegedly running an illegal private clinic with

Andreu de la Barca (Barcelona) and the Mossos

stolen medication, the Eastern Cape health department has

d’Esquadra have arrested two people accused

said. The department’s spokesperson said stocks of medication

of stealing batteries from trucks parked in the industrial estate

used for hypertension, sexually transmitted diseases, allergies

Township. When the officers arrived at the scene, a woman

and contraception were found. Some were Schedule 5

denied the accusation, but during the search of the vehicle, the

medications.

police found truck batteries in the trunk.

Read more: News24 (South Africa)

Read more: La Vanguardia (Spain)

Bahrain

Belgium

18 February 2020: MPs have completed a

19 February 2020: Strangers stole 300 liters of

mammoth law governing maritime operations in

fuel from the tank of a truck that was parked at the

Bahrain’s territorial waters. The new 392-article

Boslaan in Lanklaar.

Maritime Law, which has been referred to the

Read more: Het Belang van Limburg (Belgium)

Shura Council, imposes tough jail sentences and hefty fines for
violations involving illegal activities at sea, causing pollution and
transporting unlicensed cargo, among others.
Read more: Gulf Daily News

Morocco
18 February 2020: A dozen young criminals

France

attacked a car transporter truck at full
speed to strip it, in broad daylight near Nador. According to
an eyewitness who recorded the invasion sequence with his

15 February 2020: Police prevented an armed

smartphone, the stolen goods belonging to foreign tourists were

robbery on a refrigerated truck—perpetrators

placed in the trunks of vehicles transported by the truck.

forced the driver to stop and threatened him with

Read more: Article 19 (Morocco)

hammers. They were found by the police in the
back of the truck.
Read more: La Voix du Nord (France)
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APAC

North & South
America

China
20 February 2020: The outbreak of Novel
Coronavirus Pneumonia (COVID-19) in China has

Brazil

halted most China-Europe export freight trains in

19 February 2020: Figures released by the Rio

February, with some import freight trains operating

de Janeiro Public Security Institute (ISP) reveal
that the levels of violence in Rio de Janeiro

as normal, transport companies said. Before Russia banned
the entry of Chinese nationals in an effort to contain the virus’

maintained, in the first month of 2020, the decrease they had

spread, all direct trains to Russia departing from Zhengzhou,

been presenting over the past year. Cargo thefts had one of the

Central China’s Henan Province, had been canceled.

biggest reductions, of 22%. In the first month of last year, there

Read more: Global Times (China)

were 740 cases. In 2020, there were 163 fewer registrations,
with 577 cases in total.

18 February 2020: Stakeholders on the ground

Read more: Globo Extra (Brazil)

say the supply chain in Coronavirus-hit China is
beginning to show some initial signs of recovery,

19 February 2020: Cargo theft caused

albeit slowly, and normal operations aren’t

transport companies to lose R $ 386 million
in 2019. The survey was executed by the

expected until well into March.

Federation of Industries of the State of Rio de Janeiro (Firjan)

Read more: Journal of Commerce

based on figures from the Public Security Institute (ISP). The
study shows that 97% of cases occur in the Metropolitan
Region of Rio: Duque de Caxias; Vilar dos Teles, in São João de
Meriti; Alcântara, in São Gonçalo.

China (Hong Kong)

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

18 February 2020: Hong Kong customs has
uncovered HK$85 million worth of smuggled

18 February 2020: Images showed a cargo theft

cigarettes in the largest seizure of its kind in two

in the Baixada Fluminense. As police arrived at

decades, after authorities acted on intelligence indicating a

the unloading site 20 minutes later, the bandits fled.

syndicate was shipping the haul into the city in four containers.

According to the police spokesman, the amount

Some 31 million cigarettes were stashed in the containers from

collected from the sale of stolen cargo is used to

Yokohama in Japan.

purchase weapons, to strengthen local traffic.

Read more: South China Morning Post

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
14 February 2020: A criminal was preventively
arrested for fourteen cargo thefts in Alvorada, in
the Metropolitan Region. The action was carried
out by police officers from the Police Station for
the Suppression of Burglary (DRFC). The crimes,
committed between December 2018 and January 2020, took
place in Alvorada and in the North Zone of Porto Alegre.
Read more: Agência GBC (Brazil)
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Mexico

18 February 2020: After three alleged
robberies in a year to his Ontario long19 February 2020: After receiving reports of a

haul trucking business, Mohinder Chadde

cargo theft in process near kilometer 4 of Highway

said his company is at risk of dying if the thefts don’t stop.

Mexico-Queretaro (MEX-57D) in Tepotzotlán,

Chadde, who has been at the helm of Talhan Transport Inc.

State of Mexico, authorities engaged in a high

near Creditview Road and Highway 401 for around 14 years,

speed chase and shoot out with three cargo thieves in the

said thefts have increased dramatically in recent years and Peel

municipality of Huehuetoca. The result was the recovery of the

Regional Police have not been helpful.

truck, the rescue of the driver (who was being held captive in the

Read more: Mississauga.com (Mississauga, ON)

cabin of the trailer), and the death of one of the cargo thieves.
Read more: MVT (Mexico)

18 February 2020: A rail car containing
counterfeit dolls valued at more than $70,000 was

17 February 2020: Authorities located and

inspected and the dolls were seized on February 6

recovered a stolen trailer in San Martin

by U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers.

Texmelucan, Puebla, after it was hijacked on

Read more: International Falls Journal (International Falls, MN)

14 February. The driver reported that he was
intercepted by a group of armed men aboard

17 February 2020: The protests that have been

two trucks almost immediately after crossing the San Martín

blocking portions of the rail network in Canada

Texmelucan Tollbooth on Highway México-Veracruz (MEX-150D).

are affecting port operations on both coasts.

The trailer was located three days later with the cargo, which
consisted of 1,681 boxes of diapers.
Read more: Puebla Online (Mexico)

Protesters in support of a First Nations’ group’s
objections to the location of a proposed pipeline in British
Columbia have been blocking portions of Canada’s rail network
over the past week, causing Canadian National to shut down its

14 February 2020: Five members of a cargo

eastern operations and VIA Rail to cancel much of its passenger

theft group known as “Los Guasones” were

rail service. The blockades have also disrupted service on

arrested in Huejotzingo, Puebla while

Canadian National’s (CN) western operations.

attempting to hijack a cargo truck loaded with

Read more: FreightWaves.com

pharmaceuticals. When arrested, the men were found to have
four fire arms and a GPS jammer in their possession.
Read more: Intolerancia (Mexico)

13 February 2020: U.S. Customs and Border
Protection officers seized 1,543 pounds of liquid
methamphetamine at the Ysleta (Texas) Port of
Entry.

U.S. & Canada

Read more: KFOX-TV (El Paso, TX)

19 February 2020: A major interchange
near the approach to the George
Washington Bridge in northern New Jersey
is the nation’s top trucking bottleneck for the second straight
year, according to the American Transportation Research
Institute.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
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