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Gabon
5 March 2020: The United States and Gabon have
agreed to head up an international group which
fights against piracy at sea off the west coast of
Africa. The U.S. released a statement saying the two
countries have assumed the co-secretariat of the
Friends of Gulf of Guinea, also known as the FoGG, for 2020.
Read more: Joy Online (Ghana)
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United Kingdom
4 March 2020: Police are appealing for information
after a spate of Fuel thefts in Thanet. Four thefts

4 March 2020: A bulk courier truck carrying
thousands of brand new firearm licences was
Hijacked in Dobsonville, Soweto. It is believed that
the truck was en route from the Government Printing

and one attempted theft were reported to Kent

Works to provincial headquarters in Gauteng when it took a

Police in Minster and Monkton, Ramsgate and

mysterious detour. A statement issued by Gun Owners of South

Manston. On 28 February, two lorries were targeted overnight

Africa (Gosa) and the Freedom Front Plus (FF Plus) confirmed

on the A229 in Monkton. A further fuel theft was reported on 1

the incident.

March at Minster Services, and on 3 March, fuel was reported

Read more: The South African

stolen from two more lorries also on the coastbound A229.
Read more: The Isle of Thanet News (U.K.)

1 March 2020: A joint multi-disciplinary team,
including the Hawks, Crime Intelligence, the SAPS,

4 March 2020: Criminals threatened a lorry driver
after stealing Alcohol from his HGV as he was

Gauteng Metro Police, and other stakeholders, have
arrested five Cash-in-Transit heist suspects. The

parked up for the night on the A66. The incident

five were arrested in Johannesburg, and subsequently appeared

happened in a layby on the west bound carriageway

in the Magistrate’s Court under heavy police protection for the

at Temple Sowerby, near Center Parcs, Whinfell Forest.

alleged murder and Cash-in-Transit robbery in Thohoyandou.

Read more: Basingstoke Gazette (U.K.)

Read more: Springs Advertiser (South Africa)

3 March 2020: A British lorry driver has been
arrested in Morocco after trying to smuggle
100,000 face masks worth £2.6 million out of the
country, reports suggest. The trucker was held

APAC

in the Port of Tanger Med, a cargo port located about 25 miles
east of the Moroccan city of Tangier, according to local reports.
The unnamed driver was planning to take the face masks back
to the U.K. so he could sell them for €30 (£26) each following
shortages and price hikes caused by coronavirus fears, local
media reports.
Read more: Daily Mail (U.K.)

Singapore
25 February 2020: A surge in piracy incidents in the
Singapore Strait highlights the need for more action.
However, given the extra-territorial nature of piracy, a
regional approach is needed.
Read more: Straits Times (Singapore)

South Africa
4 March 2020: There was an attempted Cashin-Transit robbery in Thema Road. An unknown
number of suspects tried to attack an armored van.
At this stage it is unclear if the suspects managed
to get any cash or if there were any injuries. The suspects are
still at large.
Read more: African Reporter (South Africa)
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Thailand
4 March 2020: Immigration police checking an
overloaded van found eight trafficked Myanmar
migrants inside carrying fake passports, police
said.
Read more: Bangkok Post (Thailand)
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India

5 March 2020: A guard of an escort company was
shot during a cargo theft on the Red Line, at the
4 March 2020: With an imminent flurry of blank

height of Galeão Airport, towards Centro. Part of

sailings and much lower inbound volumes,

the cell phone load was taken by the escaped criminals.

Indian shipping industry leaders generally expect

Read more: Band News FM Rio (Brazil)

container volumes to take a major hit during
March and April due to the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-

2 March 2020: A team from the Specialized

19), but anticipate a strong turnaround thereafter, subject to the

Weapons, Ammunition and Explosives

crisis easing.

Department of the Civil Police (Desarme) arrested

Read more: Journal of Commerce

the leader of the largest cargo theft gang in
Baixada Fluminense.
Read more: Eu, Rio! (Brazil)

China

2 March 2020: A cargo robber was arrested
3 March 2020: Rail freight traffic in China has
proven to be shock-proof. Even in the month
of February, which was dominated by the
coronavirus and all its consequences for the

logistics industry, the rail freight volumes recorded an increase
compared to last year. Moreover, now that cargo is starting to
move across the country, it is trains that get filled up first and
fastest.
Read more: RailFreight.com

and a truck driver who was being held hostage
was released by teams from the Federal Highway
Police (PRF) in Campina Grande do Sul, in the
Metropolitan Region of Curitiba. The Kidnapping took place in
the border region between the states of Paraná and São Paulo,
on the banks of the BR-116 highway. A blockade was carried
out by the police at kilometer 26 of the highway. After seeing
the presence of the police and the total blockage of the runway,
the assailants decided to jump out of the truck, the driver, who
was being held hostage inside the cabin, managed to resume
driving, avoiding even greater material damage.
Read more: CGN (Brazil)

North & South
America

Mexico
4 March 2020: Three individuals were arrested in
relation to the theft of a cargo vehicle in San Juan
del Río, Querétaro. After receiving the report of

Brazil

the theft, authorities were able to recover the stolen
5 March 2020: Forty-three people were arrested
in the state of Rio de Janeiro during Operation
Espoliador II, held in thirteen cities in the lowlands
of Rio de Janeiro, against theft and reception.
Investigations have shown that traffickers in the

vehicle, with the support of the C4 surveillance
cameras. One male was arrested on the scene in possession of
a replica firearm. The other two males were arrested at a nearby
warehouse where the cargo was located.
Read more: Quadratin (Mexico)

region lend weapons to cargo theft gangs.
Read more: Agência Brasil (Brazil)
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4 March 2020: After receiving reports of a cargo

3 March 2020: Major changes to federal hours-

theft on Highway MEX-134 Toluca-Naucalpan,

of-service (HOS) regulations have been sent to the

authorities recovered a stolen trailer with the cargo

White House Office of Management and Budget

intact, valued at approx. $930,000 MXN. In addition

(OMB) for final review after two years of revisions

to the stolen trailer, authorities also located a sedan belonging

and thousands of public comments.

to the shipment’s security escort, where the truck driver and

Read more: FreightWaves.com

security escort were being held by the cargo thieves. Both men
reported that they were intercepted by two armed individuals

2 March 2020: While the U.S. continues pursuing

who Hijacked their vehicles, blindfolded and drove them around

a free trade agreement with India, stronger political

for an indefinite amount of time.

and economic relations between the two countries

Read more: 24 Horas (Mexico)

have been demonstrated through the recently
proposed export of U.S.-made air defense weapons systems to

29 February 2020: Authorities in the state of

the Indian military.

Aguascalientes recovered approx. $1.6 million

Read more: FreightWaves.com

MXN worth of stolen cargo in the municipality of
Pabellón de Arteaga. The recovery was the result

2 March 2020: A Chicago man was charged

of investigations related to the hijacking of a trailer in Rincón de

with the August 2018 theft of boxes of shoes

Romo, Aguascalientes. The cargo consisted of 20 tons of flour

from a tractor-trailer at a Cascade Township,

and pasta, which were located within a warehouse near State

Mich. business.

Highway AGS 18 thanks to the vehicle’s GPS device.

Read more: WZZM-TV (Grand Rapids, MI)

Read more: Heraldo (Mexico)

28 February 2020: The Ports of Los Angeles,
Long Beach and Oakland are forecasting major
year-over-year (YoY) drops in import volume as

U.S. & Canada
4 March 2020: A group of Wild West-style robbers
netted more than $1 million taking money from
couriers who were filling up private ATMs across
New York City.

a result of the current COVID-19 outbreak. The
Port of Los Angeles expects the outbreak to result in a 25%
YoY reduction in volume for February and a 15% YoY decline in
overall volume for the first quarter of 2020.
Read more: Supply Chain Dive

Read more: New York Daily News
28 February 2020: The U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) Detroit Field Office has

4 March 2020: A judge warned three people

restricted the Port of Monroe from accepting

who stole $14,000 in vaping fluid from a Welland,
Ontario warehouse that their future would
essentially go up in smoke if they commit another crime.
Read more: St. Catherines Standard (St. Catherines, ON)

international break bulk cargo—countering nearly
90 years of practice since the Port of Monroe began operations
in 1932—unless the Port invests in significant and costly
screening technology and infrastructure upgrades at their own
expense.
Read more: Security Magazine
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