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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles
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relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
20 March 2020.
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19 March 2020: Five men were sentenced for
their part in a series of violent robberies, burglaries
and destructive cash machine raids using stolen
vehicles. The gang targeted banks, supermarkets,
convenience stores, and even a college, tying straps around
cash machines to rip them out. Thirteen vehicles were stolen
and used—some as getaway vehicles, and some as battering
rams. A trail of destruction worth £200,000 was left in the crime
spree which commenced from March 2019.
Read more: Birmingham Mail (U.K.)
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South Africa

Tanzania

20 March 2020: Two men were arrested for

17 March 2020: Four security guards, who staged

possession of stolen copper cables after police

a dramatic heist of Sh 2.2. billion believed to be

swooped in on a warehouse in Pinetown. Police

property of the National Bank of Commerce (NBC),

found heaps of copper cables. South African Police

were arraigned at Kisutu Resident Magistrate’s

Services KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Non-Ferrous Metal Task Team

court. The businessmen are now facing four charges, including

received a tip off about the activities going on in the warehouse.

stealing the Sh 2.2. billion

Read more: IOL (South Africa)

Read more: The Citizen (Tanzania)

18 March 2020: A quick response from security
members has led to possible Cash-in-Transit
robbers getting away after a failed attempt to rob
a security officer in town this week. Five armed
suspects fled in a car after the incident. The driver raced down

APAC

Rissik Street at high speed towards the N4. Several security
members were deployed and all exit routes out of Komati were
closed off.
Read more: Corridor Gazette (South Africa)

India
19 March 2020: Six people, including two

18 March 2020: A man was killed in a shootout

traders and a middleman, have been arrested

with police after allegedly Hijacking a delivery vehicle
transporting R3m worth of cigarettes. The shootout
erupted at about midday after the vehicle tracking
company alerted Kinkelbos police to a hijacked vehicle that was
heading towards Port Elizabeth along the N2.

in connection with a case involving the 21
January theft of data storage devices worth Rs 50 lakh from a
warehouse in Rajnagar.
Read more: Republic World (India)

Read more: Herald Live (South Africa)

19 March 2020: Opening a long-pending multimodal transportation corridor via Iran will be
a big boost for bilateral trade between Russia

Germany
17 March 2020: One or more perpetrators cut
open the tarpaulin of a 3.5 ton truck that stood
on the edge of the road on Paul-MeyerkampStrasse in Bielefeld. Since the truck carried
no cargo, the perpetrators left empty-handed. The driver had
parked his truck on the street around 3:30 a.m. When he came
back at 7:35 a.m., he noticed the cut tarpaulin on the left side of
the vehicle.
Read more: PressePortal (Germany)
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and India, but it is not just the economy at
stake. It goes against the threat of U.S. sanctions. India’s
state-owned Container Corporation of India (Concor) and
Russian Railways Logistics Joint Stock Company (RZD) have
signed a Memorandum of Understanding to transport cargo
between India and Russia—based on a single invoice—via the
International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC), a 7,200km multi-modal transportation network project cutting right
across Central Asia, starting in Iran and ending in Astrakhan,
Russia.
Read more: RT.com (Russia)
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Cambodia
19 March 2020: Cambodia’s government
announced it is temporarily closing the country’s

North & South
America

checkpoints along its border with Vietnam as part
of a bid to stem the spread of COVID-19. In a
letter to the Vietnamese Embassy in Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s
Foreign Ministry said the shutdown would go into effect on

Brazil

Friday, adding that it is necessary to isolate people from one

19 March 2020: The mayor of São Paulo

another on either side of the border to prevent additional

allowed the circulation of cargo vehicles full-

infections.
Read more: Radio Free Asia

time in the city on 19 March. The measure
is valid indefinitely and aims to ensure the supply of food and
other products to the inhabitants of the capital.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

Pakistan

18 March 2020: The Federal Police carried out

19 March 2020: Pakistan Railways has decided

an operation to combat arms trafficking and

to close down the operations of its twelve express

property crimes involving vehicles in seven states.

trains Sunday 22 March and enhance the stops

Operation Verus Dominus, as it was called, seeks

of its express trains to avoid congestion at main

to break up a gang specialized in the theft and sales of vehicle

railway stations of big cities, said Minister for Railways Shaikh

parts. The suspicion is that the gang has issued false invoices

Rashid Ahmed. The operation of twelve to fifteen freight trains

over R $ 400 million. The scheme is used to cover stolen cargo

daily will continue.

and the companies exist only on paper.

Read more: Urdu Point (Pakistan)

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
16 March 2020: At least fifteen armed men invaded
a sugar cane plant in Pontal (SP). According to the

Singapore

Military Police (PM), the criminals arrived in several
cars, and surrounded employees, a reserve police

17 March 2020: A daring robbery attempt by three

officer and an active police officer. The objective was to steal

pirates in the Singapore Strait was foiled by the

pesticides with the use of rifles.

navies of Singapore and Indonesia. At 5:11 a.m.,

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

the Maritime Port and Authority of Singapore’s Port
Operations Command Centre received a report from
a Liberian-flagged bulk carrier that pirates had boarded the ship
in the waters east of Pulau Karimun Kecil, Indonesia.
Read more: Straits Times (Singapore)

Mexico
18 March 2020: A 15-year-old male was arrested
in San Luis Potosí after stealing a snack delivery
truck. The young man was located moments
after violently Hijacking the vehicle as he was
unloading the cargo. When questioned about the source of
the merchandise, the minor contradicted himself, leading to his
arrest.
Read more: Pulso SLP (Mexico)
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18 March 2020: A group of armed men broke

17 March 2020: The three major truck stop

into the warehouse of a popular department store

chains say they have instituted new sanitation

in Mineral de la Reforma, Hidalgo, stealing

practices for dining areas and showers to help
protect customers during the COVID-19 outbreak.

three cargo vehicles loaded with home appliances
and furniture. The group restrained the security guards on site,

“The country’s travel centers and truck stops are committed to

leaving them locked inside a trailer as they escaped with the

remaining open and serving America’s drivers,” says NATSO

stolen goods.

President and CEO Lisa Mullings. “Fuel retailers are ‘essential’

Read more: El Independiente de Hidalgo (Mexico)

businesses that must remain open even if other ‘nonessential’
businesses are forced to close.”

18 March 2020: After being found guilty of

Read more: Overdrive Online

participating in the theft of a cargo vehicle on 24
September 2019, a man has been sentenced

16 March 2020: The Port of Los Angeles said

to ten and a half years in prison. The vehicle

all terminals were operational but that it expects

in question, which was transporting rolls of fabric at the time,

volume declines associated with the coronavirus

was intercepted on the highway connecting the port of Lazaro

pandemic to continue.

Cardenas to Morelia, Michoacán. The driver and his assistant

Read more: FreightWaves.com

were forced out of the vehicle and held hostage for several
hours.

15 March 2020: Sometime last week, a shipment

Read more: Altorre (Mexico)

of 500,000 face masks were on their way to Delta
Air Line’s command center. However, not all of the
face masks made it to Delta because a portion of

U.S. & Canada

them were stolen off of the supplier’s truck.
Read more: Simple Flying

18 March 2020: The United States and Canada

14 March 2020: In response to the nationwide

will temporarily close their shared border to non-

coronavirus outbreak, the Federal Motor Carrier

essential travel while continuing to allow goods to

Safety Administration issued a national emergency

move between the countries to slow the spread of
COVID-19.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
17 March 2020: Pennsylvania has closed
all 35 of its highway rest stops to all
activity following the declaration of a state
of emergency. A spokeswoman for the state’s Department of
Transportation said the closure impacts not only the limited
facilities at the rest stops, like bathrooms and vending machines.
It also shuts down parking access as well.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
17 March 2020: Trade continues to flow
normally across eight ports of entry in South
Texas along the Texas-Mexico border,
according to officials with U.S. Customs and Border Protection

declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory
relief to commercial vehicle drivers transporting emergency
supplies.
Read more: Land Line
14 March 2020: The U.S. will add the U.K. and
Ireland to sweeping travel restrictions as the
coronavirus spreads, President Donald Trump
said, as he discouraged the American public from
unnecessary travel.
Read more: CNBC
14 March 2020: The U.S.-Mexico-Canada Trade
Agreement has moved one step closer to being
ratified by all three nations.
Read more: Transport Topics

(CBP).
Read more: FreightWaves.com
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14 March 2020: U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) officers assigned to Los Angeles
International Airport (LAX), International Mail Facility
(IMF), intercepted a package containing suspected
counterfeit COVID-19 test kits arriving from the United Kingdom.
Read more: U.S. Customs and Border Protection
13 March 2020: The Georgia Ports Authority
(GPA) said in a coronavirus update on its website
that it has temporarily discontinued truck gate
hours at the ports of Savannah and Brunswick as
it has “experienced a precipitous drop in imports.”
Read more: Georgia Ports Authority
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