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United Kingdom
24 March 2020: A trailer load of beer worth
£150,000 from an Aberdeenshire-based brewery
was stolen as it headed to meet increased demand
at an online distribution center. The supplies from
the company brewery in Ellon were stolen from the Moto Lymm
services in Cheshire. Online demand has increased as the
COVID-19 restrictions affect shopping habits.
Read more: BBC News
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Germany

Nigeria

25 March 2020: Unknown perpetrators cut open

22 March 2020: Lagos State Taskforce on

the tarpaulin of a semitrailer on the A72. The

Counterfeit, Fake Drugs and Unwholesome

vehicle was parked at the Vogtland-Nord rest area

Processed Foods has closed thirty-two

towards Hof, according to the police. The unknown

pharmacies and patent medicine stores for

perpetrators stole aluminum bars worth €5,000 from the loading

offences bordering on illegal operation and operating beyond

area.

scope of practice. Read more: PM News Nigeria

Read more: FreiePresse (Germany)
24 March 2020: The Heidekreis police
announced a successful strike against organized

United Arab Emirates

crime in October 2019. Four suspected members

22 March 2020: Seven men have been accused

of a tarpaulin gang were arrested. A loss of more

in court of stealing nearly Dh700,000 after they

than €500M had been attributed to them. The trial of the men

attacked a money-transfer vehicle in Dubai. The

has been postponed to 4 May due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Read more: Kreiszeitung (Germany)

masked defendants used two cars to block the
truck before threatening to kill the driver and two security
guards. Fearing for their lives, the staff handed over all the cash
in the vehicle. The perpetrators, who were armed with knives
and metal bars, then drove off from the scene.

Italy

Read more: The National (UAE)
23 March 2020: Just before midnight, a commando
consisting of at least three people on board an SUV
ordered and forced the driver of a truck to stop
along the SS96. They threatened him with weapons,

Czech Republic

kidnapped and then freed him in the countryside between

21 March 2020: A diplomatic incident occurred

Sannicandro di Bari and Adelfia, in the Bari area. The truck

following the theft of a cargo of 680,000 masks

carried at least thirty pallets of food, leaving from a Bitonto (Ba)

from China to Italy. The government of the Czech

warehouse and heading for Calabria. Part of the stolen property
was discovered in a warehouse in Barletta, the vehicle was
recovered, abandoned, in Bisceglie.
Read more: La Gazzetta del Mezzo Giorno (Italy)

Mozambique

Republic, where the theft took place, initially
denied any theft. However, the Czech government then sent
masks and respirators to Italy.
Read more: World Socialist Website (France)

South Africa

17 March 2020: More than 60 suspected

20 March 2020: A truck driver was Hijacked after

undocumented migrants from Ethiopia were

he was pulled over by what appeared to be a police

found dead in a cargo container in Mozambique’s

van. Springs police spokesperson Capt Johannes

northwest Tete province, a hospital official said.
“A truck transporting illegal immigrants from Malawi, suspected
to be Ethiopians, was stopped at the Mussacana weight bridge
in Tete, and 64 people were found dead. Only 14 survived,” the
senior official, who asked not be named, told AFP.
Read more: Times Live (South Africa)

sensitech.com

Ramphora says the truck driver was on the N12
East, just past the Etwatwa off-ramp, when a police van with
blue lights on top indicated he should stop. The victim did not
stop, so the police van cut in front of the truck, forcing the driver
to stop.
Read more: Springs Advertiser (South Africa)
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France

Cambodia
19 March 2020: Two young men, 19 and

22 March 2020: The Cambodia-Vietnam senior

20 years old, were arrested during the night

officials unanimously approved four main measures

in Coignières while they were trying to rob a

to facilitate cross-border trade between Cambodia

truck carrying fresh produce. At around 3:45

and Vietnam, responding to the outbreak of

a.m, on Rue de la Prévenderie, the driver was forced to brake;

COVID-19. Both parties agreed to let trucks reach the white

the thieves tried to open the trailer to grab his cargo. The police,

zone and change the driver and/or the trailer head. This will

who were close by, surprised the criminals and intervened

allow them to transfer goods or containers from one vehicle

quickly. Two criminals were arrested.

to another. It also allows trucks from the Vietnamese side to

Read more: Le Parisien (France)

approach any dry dock near the border to transfer goods and to
be able to carry goods exported from Cambodia. The drivers are
required to wear a legally authorized virus protection suit.
Read more: Khmer Times (Cambodia)

APAC
South Korea

North & South
America

25 March 2020: South Korea police have
arrested and charged an employee of a facemask
manufacturer and charged three others with
illegally exporting antiviral gear to China. The
employee, identified as Defendant A, had taken 89,000 masks

Brazil

out of inventory, South Korean news service News 1 reported.

26 March 2020: The number of cargo

Read more: United Press International

thefts in Guarulhos doubled in February
this year compared to the same period last
year, according to data from the Public Security Department of
São Paulo State. In total, there were 29 occurrences in February
2020 against 15 in the same period of 2019.

India

Read more: Folha Metropolitana (Brazil)
25 March 2020: India’s three-week nationwide
lockdown to contain the deadly COVID-19

26 March 2020: According to the data

pandemic will delay both imports and exports

released by the São Paulo Public Security

of commodities such as crude, coal, iron ore,

Department, Campinas registered an

vegetable oils and refined energy products as several ports have

increase of 72% in February in the occurrences of cargo theft.

declared force majeure, while shipping operations across its

Read more: Portal CBN Campinas (Brazil)

sprawling coastline are going awry.
Read more: S&P Global
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26 March 2020: The police caught criminals

20 March 2020: Authorities in Lagos de

in the middle of a theft of cigarettes next to the

Moreno, Jalisco recovered a stolen trailer

viaduct of RS-118 over RS-020, Gravataí. After

with fourteen motorcycles while on a routine
patrol through the area. The trailer had

complaints, the police arrived at the scene while
the perpetrators were preparing to transfer the cargo from one

apparently been abandoned on the side of the road, just three

car to another. When they noticed the police, they fled. After

kilometers from the Southern Beltway.

a chase and exchange of gunfire, the criminals managed to

Read more: Milenio (Mexico)

escape.
Read more: Jornal NH (Brazil)
25 March 2020: With 68 fewer

U.S. & Canada

occurrences, cargo thefts decreased from

26 March 2020: Transport Canada issued

587 to 519 (-11.6%) in the state of São Paulo in February.

a COVID-19 Hours of Service emergency

Read more: Governo do Estado do São Paulo (Brazil)
22 March 2020: With an eye on the high demand
for home deliveries caused by the increase in the
number of cases of COVID-19, major carriers will

declaration. This declaration covers the identical
eight conditions that the U.S. emergency HOS
declaration covers, but there are some important differences.
Read more: C.H. Robinson

expand operations in the segment dominated by

25 March 2020: Los Angeles and Long Beach

the Post Office. The state-owned company holds 80% of that

container terminals have adjusted their second-

market and informs that it has already registered an increase in

shift operating hours to provide time to disinfect

demand for the service, although it did not reveal numbers.

all handling equipment between shifts.

Read more: Estadão (Brazil)

Read more: FreightWaves.com
24 March 2020: This year’s Operation Pangea

Mexico

has unsurprisingly seen a dramatic uptick in
falsified medicinal and healthcare products

24 March 2020: Authorities engaged in a shootout

claiming to diagnose, treat or prevent COVID-19

with cargo thieves in Huajuapan de Leon,

infections.

Oaxaca. Though the incident resulted in the

Read more: Securing Industry

criminals losing control and overturning the vehicle, authorities
were able to arrest one of the individuals involved, recovering the

23 March 2020: Oceangoing ships are

cargo, which consisted of sacks of flour.

performing very differently amid the crisis,

Read more: Informativo 6 y 7 (Mexico)

depending on which cargo they carry. The same
holds true in America’s river transport system.

22 March 2020: Six males were arrested in

Consequences of this year’s two black swans—

Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua in relation to the

COVID-19 and the oil price war—vary widely depending on

theft of a trailer loaded with approx. thirty tons

whether a barge is carrying petrochemicals, crude oil, crops or

of powdered milk, valued at USD $160,000.

coal.

Authorities first rescued the driver, who had been left inside the

Read more: FreightWaves.com

abandoned tractor with his hands and feet tied, and his head
covered. The driver reported that he had been intercepted
In-Transit by two males in a black truck. With his description of
the trailer, authorities proceeded to search the area, locating five
men and a minor as they were unloading the stolen cargo.
Read more: El Heraldo de Juarez (Mexico)

20 March 2020: It was a heist of pandemic
proportions: A truck filled with box upon box
of toilet paper. Deputies pulled over the stolen
truck and found it was hauling about 18,000
pounds of commercial bathroom paper products.
Read more: Greensboro.com (Greensboro, NC)
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19 March 2020: Port of Houston’s Barbours

19 March 2020: Following the March 13 national

Cut and Bayport Container terminals are closed

emergency declaration to provide hours-of-

until further notice, officials said. There has been

service regulatory relief to commercial vehicle

a reported case of COVID-19 in an employee,

drivers transporting emergency relief in response

according to officials.

to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak, the Department

Read more: Click2Houston.com

of Transportation’s (DOT) Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA) issued an expanded national emergency

19 March 2020: Two Port Miami terminals have
scheduled temporary closures because of low

declaration.
Read more: Logistics Management

import container volume. The South Florida
19 March 2020: Most travel centers and truck

Container Terminal (SFCT) gate at Port Miami will
be closed March 20. “We have only had one blanked sailing and

stops nationwide are remaining open during the

the closure is only due to low import volume in the terminal,”

COVID-19 pandemic but operate with restrictions

Mark J. Baker, the terminal director, said in an email. He clarified

ranging from disallowing sit-down food service to

that SFCT only will be closed for one day. The Port of Miami

practicing social distancing precautions.

Terminal Operating Co. (POMTOC) announced on its website

Read more: Transport Topics

that it will be closed March 24 and 25 “due to extremely low
import volumes caused by blanked vessel sailings.”
Read more: FreightWaves.com
19 March 2020: Pennsylvania closed all thirty of
its rest stops earlier this week, but announced
it would open thirteen back up to parking and
portable toilets as of Thursday. Michigan closed
its fourteen welcome centers, which serve nearly eight million
commercial and non-commercial drivers annually, on Monday. A
Nebraska DOT representative told Business Insider that some of
its rest stops are being closed when an attendant is not present
to prevent toilet-paper theft, although truck parking will still be
available. Texas closed its twelve welcome centers on Tuesday,
leaving truck parking and outdoor restrooms available.
Read more: KAKE-TV (Wichita, KS)
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