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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
3 April 2020.
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Kenya
29 March 2020: Police in Nyando, Kisumu county
are investigating an incident in which a man died
while four others were hospitalized after consuming
an unknown chemical. The five are said to have
stolen the substance they had thought was alcohol from a
stationary lorry that had stalled around Masogo in Nyando Subcounty. The deceased is said to have collapsed moments after
consuming the substance.
Read more: Standard Media (Kenya)
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United Kingdom

South Africa

3 April 2020: A helpless business owner

28 March 2020: A man got a lucky break when

watched live on CCTV as thieves raided his

suspects failed to start up a truck they had taken

business after making “man-sized” holes in his

from him on the N12. Springs Police spokesperson

roof during a crime spree. The thefts happened

Capt Johannes Ramphora says the victim was busy

sometime between 10:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 18 March and

fastening his truckload, which was about to fall off, at a garage

3:30 a.m. on Thursday, 19 March. As well as the laptops and

on the N12 Delmas, when he was confronted by two suspects,

ICT equipment, around 80 litres of diesel were stolen from a lorry

one of whom was armed with a gun.

at another business in the same area.

Read more: Springs Advertiser (South Africa)

Read more: EDP24 (U.K.)
22 March 2020: A Cash-in-Transit heist took place
31 March 2020: A serial thief who targeted

on the corner of Enos Mabuza Drive and Figtree

delivery lorries told police he was just getting

Street. Brig Vish Naidoo, spokesperson for the

cigarettes for his mother. The father-of-two stole

national police commissioner, said two guards

cigarettes worth at least £10,000 over a three-week period in

transporting money were attacked by a group of more than ten

September. He then threatened a driver with a weapon after

armed men.

getting bail. The man was jailed for two years and two months

Read more: Lowvelder (South Africa)

at Hamilton Sheriff Court.
Read more: Daily Record (U.K.)
30 March 2020: CCTV footage shared online
shows a gang of hooded figures fail in their bid
to make off with the cash point housed inside the

APAC

Co-op store in Bell Street during the early hours. A
car can be seen reverse ramming the building, knocking down
the front door and paving the way for a van – understood to be
stolen–to attempt to dislodge the ATM.
Read more: Basingstoke Gazette (U.K.)
27 March 2020: Two lorry trailers containing
more than £10,000 of toilet rolls were swiped
from a depot. An operations manager said
the much-needed stock was destined
to replenish supermarkets across the country before it was
stolen. The man said the burglars struck the Regal Drive-based
business between 1:00 a.m. and 1:30 a.m. on Friday, 20 March.
Read more: Birmingham Mail (U.K.)

Malaysia
31 March 2020: A bread delivery lorry that
was reported stolen in Kuala Lumpur was
found in Terengganu thirteen hours later.
According to an Astro Awani report, members
of the public notified the owner of the lorry after coming across
the abandoned three-tonne lorry near Kampung Neris Meraga
Mosque in Kijal, Kemaman.
Read more: Malay Mail (Malaysia)
31 March 2020: The National Police reportedly
arrested more than a dozen suspects connected
to the production and sale of unregistered COVID19 test kits. In other news, police also reportedly
cracked down on facilities in the capital which had been storing
thousands of counterfeit masks.
Read more: Khmer Times (Cambodia)
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India
30 March 2020: A video of people snatching
flour packets from a moving mini-truck has

North & South
America

gone viral on social media. The incident,
confirmed to be true, took place in the
Kunhadi police station area in Rajasthan’s Kota. Like the rest
of India, Rajasthan is on lockdown. In the absence of concrete

Brazil

measures to ensure the smooth functioning of food supply

4 April 2020: A gang attacked a driver at dawn

chains, especially in rural areas, hunger has been a common

on Dom Gabriel Paulino Bueno Couto Highway in

problem.

Jundiaí, stealing a cargo of Electronics and cell

Read more: The Wire (India)
27 March 2020: Cargo is being abandoned
at Indian airports amid the “chaos” caused by
the country’s three-week nationwide lockdown.
Having started on Sunday in some cities, the anticoronavirus measures were extended on Wednesday to include

phones. Criminals stopped a vehicle on the highway
and forced him to stop. He was surrendered by armed men,
who announced the assault. Then the thugs told the driver to
remove the truck from the road and take it to a thicket, where
they transshipped the cargo.
Read more: Jornal Dá Cia (Brazil)

the entire 1.3 billion population until 15 April. Cargo movement

2 April 2020: Six assailants were arrested in Vera,

is supposed to be exempt from the lockdown restrictions, but

Mato Grosso, suspected of breaking into a farm

there are widespread reports of disruption across land, sea and

to steal a load of pesticides. According to the Civil

air.
Read more: The Loadstar (U.K.)

Police, twelve heavily armed robbers surrendered a
family and workers on a farm in Itanhangá. With the help of a
helicopter, the police managed to locate a truck with the stolen
cargo, and arrested six thieves.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

Borneo
26 March 2020: A 40-year-old permanent

31 March 2020: The Attorney General of the

resident was sentenced to six months’

Republic agreed with a request submitted by

imprisonment by the Magistrate’s Court

the National Transport Confederation (CNT)

yesterday for theft and attempted theft. The

to suspend normative acts by States and

man was convicted upon his guilty plea of committing theft and

municipalities that, unilaterally and without observing federal

attempted theft at a warehouse at the Lambak Kanan Industrial

legislation, have restricted individual locomotion and inter-

Site. Deputy Public Prosecutor Sabrina binti Haji Mahmud’s facts

municipal and interstate transportation of people and loads,

of the case stated that on the night of 18 March, the defendant

under the justification of combating the spread of COVID-19.

drove his car to the warehouse, parked outside the gate,

Read more: Globo Extra (Brazil)

climbed over the gate and stole three boxes containing twelve
packets of coconut cream.

27 March 2020: Cargo thefts in the state

Read more: Borneo Bulletin

of Rio de Janeiro dropped by 35% in
February, compared to the same period
last year. The information was released by the Public Security
Institute. The survey also shows that vehicle thefts dropped
18%.
Read more: Radio 93 (Brazil)
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Mexico

U.S. & Canada

29 March 2020: Police Officers were attacked by

1 April 2020: Puerto Rico closed its fifth police

family members of an 18-year-old male who was

station in a week, raising concerns about the U.S.

shot and killed while participating in the theft of a

territory’s ability to respond to the coronavirus

delivery truck. The young man was working with two others to

pandemic.

steal the truck in Ecatepec, State of Mexico, when he was

Read more: KEYE-TV (Austin, TX)

shot in the chest. When his family arrived at the scene, they
attacked the police officers, arguing an excessive use of force
as the teen was unarmed. In addition to the aggression against
the officers, the group also destroyed their patrol unit and a
motorcycle.
Read more: La Verdad (Mexico)

31 March 2020: Federal trucking regulators have
issued a three-month waiver that will allow truck
drivers with commercial learner permits to operate
during the COVID-19 emergency without a
commercial licensed driver in the front seat of the cab, provided
the CDL driver is in the truck.

27 March 2020: Four people were arrested after

Read more: Transport Topics

participating in a shootout with Municipal Police
Officers in Huejotzingo, Puebla. The incident
occurred after authorities located a stolen truck loaded with
hazardous chemicals. Moments after the vehicle had been
reported stolen, authorities traced the cargo unit to a warehouse
where the criminals were unloading the cargo.
Read more: Diario Cambio (Mexico)
20 March 2020: Various transport-related
organizations in the state of San Luis Potosí
are asking that federal authorities help diminish
the effects of the crisis that is underway due to
the current pandemic. It has been reported that approx. 4,000
transport vehicles have ceased operations as several businesses
have closed and at least twenty trucks transporting Food &
Drinks have been stolen over a five-day period.
Read more: Pulso SLP (Mexico)

30 March 2020: Canada plans to begin its own
electronic logging enforcement in mid-2021. Here’s
a look at some highlights of the new Canadian
ELD law and how it compares to the U.S. rules for
commercial vehicle drivers.
Read more: Fleet Owner
27 March 2020: The Seagirt Marine Terminal
at the Port of Baltimore will be closed March 30
and 31. Ports America Chesapeake operates
the Seagirt Marine Terminal, which the Maryland
Port Administration said would be closed because of “current
declines in international container volumes.”
Read more: FreightWaves.com
26 March 2020: Trucking is handling
increased demand and awaits a
potential surge of pent-up activity
because of the coronavirus, but what that means for the
industry long term remains an open question.
Read more: Transport Topics
26 March 2020: It’s business as usual at
Georgia’s ports, but with an “isolate and operate
strategy.” That strategy includes spreading out
workers at the 1,300-acre Garden City Terminal
in Savannah to minimize the risk of exposure to the coronavirus.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
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25 March 2020: Shipping containers loaded
with imported COVID-19 test kits and protective
gear for frontline medical personnel have started
to arrive at the Port of Virginia, where logistics
leaders have instituted a critical cargo initiative allowing them to
process that cargo rapidly.
Read more: DC Velocity

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written consent
of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit in a theft
prevention capacity. Where possible, we have elected to maintain news articles and briefs in their native grammatical format. ©2020 Sensitech Inc.
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