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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
10 April 2020.
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Spain........................................................................................ 1

Spain

South Africa............................................................................. 2

7 April 2020: Police made seven arrests

Switzerland............................................................................... 2

after discovering a transport company

Iran........................................................................................... 2

had gotten its hands on fifty of a rival

Northern Ireland....................................................................... 2

firm’s tractor units with a combined value of some €5 million.

Italy.......................................................................................... 2

Investigators intercepted the seven driving stolen tractor units

Germany.................................................................................. 2

with Spanish plates covering the original Bulgarian ones en route

APAC

from Murcia to Madrid to sell them.

China (Hong Kong)................................................................... 3

Read more: Euro Weekly News

Pakistan................................................................................... 3
India......................................................................................... 3

7 April 2020: Police have arrested a businessman

North & South America

suspected of stealing two million face masks

Brazil........................................................................................ 3

from a firm that had gone bust. Investigators say

Mexico..................................................................................... 4

the suspected thief sold the masks and other

U.S. & Canada......................................................................... 4

protective equipment (including surgical gloves) to contacts
in Portugal and have asked authorities there for help. The
equipment was taken from a medical supplies company that
had gone into liquidation and kept the stock at a locked
warehouse on an industrial estate in the Galician cathedral city
of Santiago de Compostela.
Read more: Metro (U.K.)
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South Africa

Italy

8 April 2020: A suspect was denied bail by

4 April 2020: Crime is adapting to the COVID-19

the Temba Magistrates Court on various armed

pandemic with criminals stopping trucks disguised

robbery charges. He is linked to Cash in-Transit

as law enforcement. It happened in Magliano

related robberies, possession of suspected stolen

Sabina, in the province of Rieti, when the driver

vehicles, house robberies, and armed robberies in Gauteng.

of a truck carrying LPG saw a checkpoint formed by men in

An immediate manhunt ensued which led to his arrest again at

law enforcement uniforms. After getting out of the cabin, the

his residence in Danville, Pretoria West, by the Hawks’ Serious

truck driver was threatened at gunpoint, while the perpetrators

Organised Crime Investigation, Crime Intelligence and local

searched the cabin, finding €5,000 in cash, which were the

detectives.

distributors’ payments for the LPG delivered. After taking the

Read more: AllAfrica.com

money, the robbers fled by car.
Read more: Trasporto Europa (Italy)

Switzerland
7 April 2020: Italy has blocked a truck

Germany

at its border and confiscated disinfectant

4 April 2020: Two power cutters were stolen

en route to Switzerland. The Swiss

from the loading area of a parked transporter

commercial transport association is talking of “state theft”, and
Swiss Foreign Minister Ignazio Cassis has reportedly intervened.

in Seehäuser Straße in Magdeburg. The
perpetrators cut open the tarpaulin of the loading

Since last week, however, Italy has been holding a truck with its

area with an unknown object and thus reached the machines.

paid-for products at the Swiss-Italian border at Domodossola.

The police secured traces and an investigation was initiated.

Read more: Swiss Info (Switzerland)

Read more: Volkstimme (Germany)
2 April 2020: The tarpaulins of two trucks,
which were parked in the “Am Angerberg” car

Iran

park on Autobahn 4, were cut open by unknown
6 April 2020: As the Iranian regime campaigns
for a lifting of U.S. sanctions because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, an exiled opposition group
in a new report claims massive corruption in the

country’s Pharmaceuticals sector, including large-scale theft,
hoarding, and the sale of expired drugs.
Read more: CNSNews.com

perpetrators. The police report the property
damage at around €1,000. The perpetrators stole twelve boxes
of detergent from one of these vehicles. In addition, unknown
perpetrators stole two spare wheels and a plastic box with a
total value of €1,000 from the loading area of a truck that was
parked in the “Oberwald” parking lot. It is to be determined
whether the offenses can be assigned to the same perpetrators.
Read more: FreiePresse (Germany)

Northern Ireland
4 April 2020: Two men have been refused bail after
appearing in court over ATM thefts described as
being like “a military operation”. The cash machines,
stolen in County Louth, contained €240,000
(£211,000). They were taken from banks at Main Street,
Dundalk.
Read more: BBC News
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APAC

North & South
America

China (Hong Kong)
9 April 2020: Hong Kong’s cargo community
has warned of looming bankruptcies, particularly

Brazil

in airfreight, unless financial assistance comes

7 April 2020: The Civil Police arrested three in São

from the government. In a letter to the transport

José de Ribamar suspected of being part of a gang

ministry, nine logistics groups call for financial relief to survive the

specialized in cargo theft. The gang is suspected of

havoc in cargo markets due to the coronavirus pandemic.

having committed thirty robberies over two years,

Read more: The Loadstar (U.K.)

causing more than R $ 1 million in losses. With these
new arrests, there is a total of thirteen prisoners linked to the
gang.
Read more: O Imparcial (Brazil)

Pakistan

6 April 2020: Twenty-eight tons of meat

8 April 2020: Pakistan has decided to allow

were stolen when a truck driver stopped in

movement of cargo trucks and containers to

the courtyard of a restaurant at km 630 of

cross-over into Afghanistan thrice a week starting

the BR-070 highway. He was approached

from Friday onwards on the neighboring country’s

by an armed man who forced him into a car, put on a hood,

request amid the coronavirus pandemic.

and entered the password to unlock the truck. The driver was

Read more: Siasat (India)

taken to a forested area, where he was watched by a man until
released. The truck was found by the police in Nossa Senhora
do Livramento.
Read more: O Documento (Brazil)

India
7 April 2020: The world’s biggest
lockdown has brought transportation
of goods in India to a near halt, even
though the federal government has exempted the sector from
restrictions to halt the spread of coronavirus. Daily movement
of trucks has collapsed to less than 10% of normal levels,
according to All India Motor Transport Congress.
Read more: Bloomberg.com

6 April 2020: The Pará police arrested three
suspects responsible for the theft and receipt
of a cargo of rice valued at R $ 200,000 reais.
The police recovered the cargo. According to
the investigations, the perpetrators of the theft were the drivers
themselves, who deflected the cargo as if it had been stolen,
then later resold it.
Read more: MA10.com (Brazil)

6 April 2020: An argument is likely to pop up
between truck owners and their clients if cargo is
stolen from the hundreds of trucks abandoned by
drivers on the highways amid the lockdown. Any theft
would be the responsibility of the truckers as the
cargo is in their possession, say clients, who are likely to seek
compensation. However, transporters insist any such theft would
be an act of God, and the onus is not on themselves.
Read more: The Hindu Business Line (India)
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Mexico

7 April 2020: As many search for toilet tissue,
disinfectant wipes and other necessities amid the
7 April 2020: Residents of Celaya,

coronavirus pandemic, one brazen thief targeted a

Guanajuato took advantage of a crash

truckload of liquor instead.

between a trailer and a sedan to steal the

Read more: Atlanta Journal-Constitution (Atlanta, GA)

truck’s cargo of dairy products. The trailer had
caught fire, causing the driver second and third degree burns.

7 April 2020: Stakeholders in the international

However, this did not prevent passersby from stopping to take

supply chain can find themselves unwittingly

their share of cargo.

exposed to many types of fraud during the normal

Read more: Paco Zea (Mexico)

course of business. The current pandemicinduced dislocation and additional logistics challenges increase

6 April 2020: The National Chamber of Cargo

the risks.

Transport (CANACAR by its initials in Spanish) will be

Read more: TT Club

reaching out to the Federal Police for further support
as they fear an increase in cargo thefts and pilferage

6 April 2020: The Canadian government has

as we enter phase 3 of the coronavirus outbreak.

issued new guidance that revises how fast freight

CANACAR reports that they have already seen increased

trains carrying dangerous goods can go. The new

shipping volumes for cleaning and grocery store products.
Read more: Al Calor Politico (Mexico)

orders, announced by Minister of Transport Marc
Garneau, slow down the speeds of what Transport Canada
calls “higher-risk key trains” during the winter months, with new

5 April 2020: Veracruz authorities dismantled a

speeds prescribed if temperatures fall below -25°C. The orders

cargo theft group of thirteen people after locating

also direct the railways to improve maintenance and inspection

their warehouse. The group was tracked down while

practices by updating current industry rules governing track

investigating the Hijacking of a trailer loaded with

safety and addressing the movement of dangerous goods in

corn and sugar as it was leaving the Port of Veracruz.

Canada.

Read more: Imagen de Veracruz (Mexico)

Read more: FreightWaves.com
6 April 2020: Commercial burglaries in New York
City have risen 75 percent amid the coronavirus

U.S. & Canada
9 April 2020: The Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration has extended and
expanded its emergency declaration
providing regulatory relief to truck drivers who are transporting
emergency supplies during the coronavirus outbreak. FMCSA
issued a notice April 8 stating the emergency declaration, which
applies to all 50 states and the District of Columbia, will remain
in effect through May 15.
Read more: Transport Topics
8 April 2020: The White House’s trade
negotiating office assured that it will not impose
import tariffs on certain Chinese medical

outbreak, according to data from the NYPD.
The method behind many of the burglaries has
changed due to the emergency measures put in place to halt
COVID-19’s spread, which forced many businesses to shut their
doors.
Read more: New York Post
6 April 2020: Freight and logistics companies
should prepare for a potentially busy Atlantic
hurricane season. Meteorologists with the
Colorado State University’s (CSU) Tropical
Meteorology Project have released their
outlook for 2020, and they expect more storms than normal.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

products during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
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6 April 2020: The Port of Savannah, the
second busiest on the East Coast, is closing
operations on Saturdays to truck drivers, effective
immediately, as business slows due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
Read more: Transport Topics
6 April 2020: Forwarders are reporting concerns
that shipments of medical supplies may not get
through to their intended destination, as countries
impound them en route for their own needs.
The U.S. has been particularly busy on this front, according to
various media reports – so much so, in fact, that the Germans
have accused it of “modern piracy”.
Read more: The Loadstar (U.K.)
3 April 2020: The Colorado Department of
Transportation is conducting a project to
expand truck parking availability at two rest
areas. Parking enhancements geared toward
commercial motor vehicles will be made at the Sleeping Ute and
Shaw Creek rest areas, both of which are operated by CDOT.
Read more: Transport Topics
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