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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles
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relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
24 April 2020.
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Read more: BBC News
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20 April 2020: A sportswear tycoon has suffered
a major blow after stock worth up to £1million
was pinched from a warehouse. Thieves took
the gear from a distribution warehouse while the
sports retail chain is closed during the lockdown. Cops have
since launched a major probe into the theft and have arrested
two men. They have been released on bail.
Read more: The Sun (U.K.)
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South Africa

European Union

20 April 2020: Three people have been arrested

22 April 2020: Recent seizures of fake medical

for allegedly Hijacking a truck transporting

supplies being marketed as protection against

medical masks in Johannesburg. According to

the novel coronavirus underscore the need

South African Police Services (SAPS) national

to address a growing international trade in

spokesperson Vish Naidoo, the truck was transporting

counterfeit Pharmaceuticals costing billions a year and putting

R500,000 worth of medical masks when it was flagged down by

lives at risk, the EU and OECD have warned. The trafficking

a car on the Barbara Road off-ramp in Isando. The truck did not

and sale of fake or defective medicines enrich criminal groups

stop, but the sedan cornered the truck and forced it to a halt.

and endangers health while draining away vital industry and

The three hijackers then kicked the driver and passengers out,

tax revenues, according to a joint report by the OECD and

and fled off in the truck.

Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) of the EU.

Read more: Citizen (South Africa)

Read more: Anadolu Agency (Turkey)

20 April 2020: Four people have been
arrested after four trucks were pelted with
stones and robbed of cargo and food parcels.

APAC

The looting followed a string of liquor shops
being targeted in the province in previous weeks.
Read more: IOL (South Africa)
18 April 2020: Management of a Boksburg-based
trucking company is offering a cash reward of
R50 000 for information leading to the recovery of
stolen essential goods, as well as the arrest and
subsequent prosecution of all parties involved in the crime.
According to the company’s general manager, the ordeal began
when a gang of criminals Hijacked their truck hauling a load of
250 000 masks worth an estimated street value of R7-million in
Boksburg North.
Read more: Boksburg Advertiser (South Africa)

Pakistan
20 April 2020: The government of Pakistan has
allowed the import of Afghan bulk cargoes under
Afghanistan Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement
through Gwadar Port. The Federation of Pakistan
Chambers at Commerce and Industry (FPCCI), PakistanAfghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PNCCI),
Gwadar International Terminals Limited and other stakeholders
approached the ministry of commerce with the request to allow
import of Afghan bulk cargo at the Gwadar Port and onward
transit to Afghanistan in salable trucks, said the documents.
Read more: Nation.com (Pakistan)

Germany
23 April 2020: For the second time this month,
curtain slashers struck rest areas in the region.
At the beginning of April unknown perpetrators
robbed a truck and stole kitchen appliances at
the Tomm Heide rest area on the A 40 in Wachtendonk. Curtain
slashers also hit the A57 at the Kalbecker Forst Ost rest stop
(towards Nijmegen). First, they cut the tarpaulin of a truck trailer
parked there to take a look at the contents of the loading area.
Then they opened the tailgate of the trailer and stole about 100
printers.
Read more: Rheinische Post (Germany)
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Philippines
20 April 2020: A cargo pile-up that threatened
to shut down the Philippines’ largest port has
eased and operational levels are back to normal
at the Manila International Container Terminal, its
operator said. Overall, terminal utilization has fallen under 67%,
and all incoming ships are now able to dock with no waiting
time needed, International Container Terminal Services Inc. said
in a statement.
Read more: Bloomberg.com
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India

18 April 2020: Two consecutive attempts to
break into a distribution center in São João
24 April 2020: As many as five cardboard boxes

de Meriti were made on the nights of 18 and

of liquor went missing from a truck that was

19 April. Invasions and attempted invasions of

parked outside a beverages corporation godown at

warehouses and distribution centers have been recorded in the

Attingal. The truck that was carrying liquor to the

region of São João de Meriti, Duque de Caxias, Nova Iguaçu

godown had arrived there just before the lockdown. Since the

and in the capital Rio de Janeiro in recent weeks.

lockdown was announced, the liquor cases could not be moved
to the godown and the vehicle was parked near a petrol pump

17 April 2020: Rio de Janeiro will have a

near Mamom.

reinforcement of more than 12,000 security

Read more: New Indian Express (India)

cameras on the roads. A signed agreement will
integrate the surveillance cameras of the City

22 April 2020: India’s air cargo congestion

Hall of the Alerta Brazil Project into the Federal Highway Police

is easing, with medical and Pharmaceutical

system, which, in turn, will pass on its information to the City

shipments moving freely despite the lockdown

Hall of Rio de Janeiro. The idea is that the project will help fight

being extended to 3 May. Hastily organized social

organized crime. The interconnection of the systems will be

distancing measures came into effect on 22 March, grounding

fundamental to combat cargo theft.

passenger fleets, removing huge amounts of bellyhold capacity.

Read more: Epo Negócios (Brazil)

According to local media, the resulting lack of workers and truck
capacity led to imports “piling up” at the country’s airports this

17 April 2020: Police officers arrested two

month.

employees of a transport company, suspected

Read more: The Loadstar (U.K.)

of embezzling shipments of cigarettes from the
company. According to the police, the arrests took place at a

22 April 2020: Unidentified persons were booked

time when criminals registered a false cargo theft, estimated at

at Puna police station for stealing Tobacco

more than R $ 300,000, at a police station in Penha, Rio de

products and other goods worth Rs12.12 lakh

Janeiro.

from a warehouse sealed by GST department. Police have a

Read more: O Dia (Brazil)

specific lead in the case.
Read more: The Times of India

North & South
America

Mexico
20 April 2020: Authorities in Uruapan,
Michoacán recovered a stolen trailer loaded
with avocados. The trailer was reportedly
stolen on 18 April in Copácuaro, Michoacán.
Read more: La Balanza (Mexico)

Brazil

19 April 2020: Five men between the ages
21 April 2020: At least fifteen armed criminals
tried to break into a warehouse in Nova
Iguaçu. A police officer passing by noticed

the action and called the owner. After a shootout, the police
stopped the theft. The police suspected and investigated a gang
in the Maré favela complex, which would be responsible for

of 18 to 38 were arrested in San Salvador
el Seco, Puebla while offloading soft drinks
from a stolen trailer. Investigations are ongoing
as the property where the stolen cargo vehicle was located
apparently functions as a warehouse for stolen cargo.
Read more: Arroba Noticias (Mexico)

these and other similar actions in the region.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
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18 April 2020: Thirty-two tons of refrigerated

20 April 2020: The U.S. will allow companies to

milk destined for the Veracruz Food Bank were

defer paying tariffs on many imported goods for

stolen in Huamantla, Tlaxcala. The product

90 days, a move aimed at freeing up cash for

was being transported from Querétaro when

pandemic-hit employers while leaving punitive
measures against China and other nations intact.

the truck was intercepted by criminals who were unable to take
the vehicle due to a mechanical failure, but managed to empty

Read more: American Journal of Transportation

the truck prior to abandoning it.
Read more: El Heraldo de Coatzacoalcos (Mexico)

19 April 2020: The Georgia Ports Authority
executive director does not expect an uptick in
cargo volume anytime soon as the coronavirus
pandemic continues to wreak havoc on global

U.S. & Canada

supply chains.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

23 April 2020: As more than a dozen meat
processing plants and packaged food companies

17 April 2020: The volume of containers being

shutter operations because of infected workers,

unloaded at California ports has surged this

truck drivers, pork producers and egg farmers say

month, but it is a final hurrah before a big plunge.

they are running out of options amid the coronavirus pandemic.

Read more: FreightWaves.com

Read more: FreightWaves.com

17 April 2020: While all thirteen motor

21 April 2020: Container-line schedules foretell

carrier service centers (weigh stations)

that U.S. seaborne imports will fall sharply. That,
in turn, will translate into lower trucking and rail
volumes to the extent lost seaborne imports are
not offset by higher volumes across land borders, by air, or from
domestic producers, warehouses and distribution centers.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

are temporarily closed until at least April
23, the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) is offering
weigh stations as additional rest areas to accommodate the
increased number of commercial drivers working to deliver food
and supplies in this critical time.
Read more: Fleet Owner

20 April 2020: The Port of Virginia said that as a
result of a coronavirus-driven reduction of import
volumes, it will cease container operations at
Portsmouth Marine Terminal (PMT) beginning May
4.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written consent
of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit in a theft
prevention capacity. Where possible, we have elected to maintain news articles and briefs in their native grammatical format. ©2020 Sensitech Inc.

sensitech.com

29 Apr 2020

Sensitech Inc. Global Headquarters • 800 Cummings Center • Suite 258X • Beverly, MA 01915-6197
1-800-843-8367 • +1-978-927-7033 • Fax: +1-978-921-2112 • sensitech.securelpm@carrier.com

A Carrier Company

