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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
1 May 2020.
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30 April 2020: The German Federal Cabinet has
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extended the anti-piracy mission EUNAVFOR
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(European Union Naval Force Somalia)—Operation
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Atalanta—in the Horn of Africa. The mandate,
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which expires on 31 May 2020, is to be continued
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for a further year until 31 May. 2021. The Bundestag (German
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parliament) still has to discuss and then vote on it.
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Read more: NavalNews.com
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30 April 2020: China is the Port of Hamburg’s
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most important trade partner. Hamburg serves as

U.S. & Canada......................................................................... 4

the gateway to Europe for Chinese goods. Along
with handling ocean shipping, the port city is
also an important railway hub for transports to and from China.
The new Shandong-Europe Express train from Jinan arrived in
Hamburg’s Billwerder Terminal for the first time, carrying valuable
and time-sensitive cargo from China to Europe along the New
Silk Road.
Read more: American Journal of Transportation
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South Africa

East Africa

29 April 2020: The Hawks are looking for three

27 April 2020: East African states are

men believed to have been part of a gang of nine

implementing a series of stringent cargo

that was involved in a botched Cash-in-Transit heist

movement measures to stop cross-border COVID-

that left two police officers and three suspects dead

19 infections. Uganda reported four new cases

in Mahikeng. According to the Hawks’ Brigadier Hangwani

of COVID-19 after four Tanzanian truck drivers tested positive.

Mulaudzi, a group of heavily armed suspects used explosives

Rwanda also recorded 22 new cases, the largest single daily

to open the vault of an armored vehicle after shooting at it and

increase since the country registered its first case on 14 March.

forcing it to stop.

The Rwanda increase was on account of a rise in cases of

Read more: IOL (South Africa)

cross-border truck drivers, according to the country’s ministry of
health.

28 April 2020: Three people were arrested after

Read more: XinhuaNet.com (China)

a meat delivery truck was Hijacked and looted
in Cape Town. Police spokesperson Sergeant
Noloyiso Rwexana said the vehicle was hit by three
gunmen while at a traffic light on Govan Mbeki Road. The driver

APAC

and two passengers were doing meat deliveries in Gugulethu.
Read more: News24 (South Africa)

Philippines
1 May 2020: The Philippines started easing

United Kingdom

pandemic restrictions, with some areas placed
under a looser general community quarantine to

23 April 2020: Police are hunting a gang of thieves
who stole around £6,000 worth of electrical goods
from a store in Ribbleton. The raid in the store on
Blackpool Road happened at around 3:00 a.m.,
triggering the alarm. Once inside, the offenders entered the
warehouse area through the back of the building and stole the
stock.

stop COVID-19 infections that killed some 500
locally and 227,000 globally. Only Metro Manila and high-risk
areas will remain under the enhanced community quarantine
or ECQ until 15 May. Under a GCQ, there will be a measured
resumption of work, public transportation and businesses,
including shopping malls.

Read more: Lancs Live (United Kingdom)

Read more: ABS-CBN (Philippines)

Nigeria

China

30 April 2020: Gone are the days when Somalia’s
Gulf of Aden was considered the most dangerous
piracy zone for oil companies and other seafarers.
But now, with offshore oil storage bursting at the
seams as a result of a disastrously timed oil price
war and the demand-decimating effects of COVID-19, the
pirate’s treasure trove is shifting. The Gulf of Guinea, a key
oil production hub adjoining no less than eight oil-exporting
countries off the western African coast, is now officially the
world’s deadliest piracy hotspot.

27 April 2020: Chengdu, capital of southwest
China’s Sichuan Province, has seen more than
5,000 accumulative trips made by China-Europe
freight trains since the Chengdu route was
launched in April 2013, according to the train service operator.
The number of trips made on the Chengdu route has been
growing by more than 120 percent annually over the past seven
years, according to the management committee of the Chengdu
International Railway Port.
Read more: XinhuaNet.com (China)

Read more: Yahoo Finance
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India

27 April 2020: The São Paulo Police conducted
operations in several cities in the state of São
30 April 2020: The freight and parcel carriers of

Paulo against cargo theft with the aim of

the Indian Railways are working round the clock to

arresting fifteen people and searching twenty-six

keep supply chain active. Different zones of Indian

addresses. Operation Invoice was carried out between the DIG

Railways are working together for transportation

(General Investigations Department) of Campinas and DEIC

of food grains from different cities. The East Central Railway is

(State Department of Criminal Investigations), with the objective

running freight and parcel trains from the eastern part of the

of ending fraud on the internet, cargo thefts and receiving stolen

country to send supplies across the country.

products.

Read more: India Today

Read more: Noticias em Foco (Brazil)

29 April 2020: A driver from Uttar Pradesh stole Rs

25 April 2020: Rio de Janeiro recorded the

71 lakh belonging to his employer and escaped with

lowest rate of cargo theft in the last seven

a truck. A theft case was registered at Patancheru

years, according to data released by the

and police took up the investigation.

Rio de Janeiro Public Security Institute (ISP). There were 366

Read more: The Times of India

occurrences of this type in March 2020, the third consecutive
monthly drop. The number of occurrences may have been
influenced by the rules of the government of Rio to combat

North & South
America

COVID-19.
Read more: Campos 24 Horas (Brazil)

Mexico
Brazil

30 April 2020: Authorities are
investigating the theft of a 3.5-ton truck
29 April 2020: Civilian police officers from the Police

from a brewery in Saltillo, Coahuila.

Station for the Suppression of Burglary and Cargo

The theft took place when a group of armed men overpowered

Theft (Decarga) discovered a warehouse with stolen

the security guards in order to steal a loaded truck and two

cargo in Feira de Santana city, and arrested four

company vehicles. Authorities suspect that the guards may have

men. At the scene, police found drugs and batteries,

been involved as they reported the incident three hours later,

as well as license plates that were used to mislead the police.

once the empty cargo vehicle had been located, and have not

A Police spokesperson informed that the investigations began

been located for questioning.

in Serrinha, where there are establishments that were reselling

Read more: El Diario de Coahuila (Mexico)

batteries.
Read more: Voz da Bahia (Brazil)

28 April 2020: A group of armed men reportedly
Hijacked a trailer loaded with air conditioning units

28 April 2020: Seven people were arrested

as it was initiating route from Guadalajara, Jalisco.

in Campinas by police officers from the

The trailer was later found empty; the driver was

General Investigation Office (DIG), suspected of

rescued from a garbage dump, where he had been left beaten,

negotiating sales of stolen medicines. During

but alive.

an action, a cargo of products estimated at BRL $ 500K was

Read more: Vanguardia (Mexico)

apprehended in the Jardim Planalto neighborhood of Viracopos.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
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25 April 2020: At least three different incidents of

27 April 2020: Meat is not going to disappear

looting and pilferage have been registered in the

from supermarkets because of outbreaks

State of Tabasco. Two of the incidents occurred

of the coronavirus among workers at U.S.
slaughterhouses. But as the meat plants

at stores, while the third involved a trailer that went
off-road near km 94 of the highway connecting

struggle to remain open, consumers could face less selection

Coatzacoalcos to Villahermosa.

and slightly higher prices.

Read more: Proceso (Mexico)

Read more: Transport Topics
27 April 2020: For social distancing to work within
the freight industry, it would require fewer in-person

U.S. & Canada
30 April 2020: A build-up of cargo, thanks to
coronavirus, is increasing risk in warehouses, port
terminals and inland depots worldwide.
Read more: Lloyds List

interactions. For supply chains to not transmit
the virus would mean fewer shipment exchanges
along the supply chain, because reducing contact nodes would
directly help mitigate the risk of infection. Autonomous driving
technology is one solution.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

29 April 2020: A cannabis supply company based

24 April 2020: Since the COVID-19 outbreak, last-

in Washington State says a quarter-million dollars

mile delivery and demand forecasting practices

in supplies was stolen from a big rig in Riverdale.

have changed drastically. Here, industry experts

Read more: Fresno Bee (Fresno, CA)

detail how they have been managing fleet assets,
no-contact deliveries, and customer demand

28 April 2020: The U.S. Federal Maritime

throughout this “new normal.”

Commission (FMC) said it has finalized new

Read more: Fleet Owner

guidance on how it will assess whether ocean
carriers’ and marine terminal operators’
demurrage and detention practices are reasonable.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

24 April 2020: Philadelphia Police are searching for
suspects who committed multiple cargo thefts from
trailers in the Food Distribution Area on the 3300
block of South 3rd Street.

28 April 2020: The Port of Oakland’s business

Read more: SouthPhillyReview.com (Philadelphia, PA)

development manager expects links in supply
chains will be remolded even after stay-at-home
orders are lifted.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
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