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The SensiGuard® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles
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relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
8 May 2020.
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robbers who allegedly robbed a Cash-in-Transit
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truck of an undisclosed amount of money on 29 August 2019 in
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Kriel, Mpumalanga. It is alleged security guards were loading
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cash into an auto teller machine when they were suddenly
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confronted by an unknown number of heavily armed suspects
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wearing uniforms similar to theirs.
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Read more: The South African
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4 May 2020: A group of robbers got away after
a Cash-in-Transit heist at a filling station in Die
Wilgers. Police spokesperson Colonel Brenda
Muridili said the robbery took place at the corner of
Simon Vermooten and Rossouw streets.
Read more: Rekord East (South Africa)
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United Kingdom

Zimbabwe

6 May 2020: Detectives have released more

5 May 2020: Armed robbers raided a Zimbabwe

details about a £1m raid on a warehouse

Revenue Authority (Zimra) container depot in

in Grimsby. Six people have been arrested

Bulawayo and went away with a consignment

and officers are hunting several more following the large

of 148 boxes of cough mixture which was

haul from the warehouse on Estate Road One. Humberside

banned over abuse as a euphoric drug. The total value of the

Police confirmed hundreds of thousands of pounds worth of

contraband, which includes four cases of gin, is about USD

sportswear and items were stolen. The theft of goods may have

$20,000.

been taken over a period of several days.

Read more: Chronicle (Zimbabwe)

Read more: Grimsby Telegraph (U.K.)
6 May 2020: Two men have been arrested after a
report of attempted diesel theft from a lorry parked

Germany

overnight off the A57 in Worksop. The men fled

4 May 2020: Four men between the ages of

when police arrived on scene, but a police dog led officers to

27 and 46 were indicted in the Verden district

an address. The two men, ages 26 and 27, were arrested on

court for serious gang theft. According to the

suspicion of theft and remain in police custody.
Read more: West Bridgford Wire (U.K.)
6 May 2020: A robber serving an 11-year
sentence for his crimes is back behind bars after
going on the run from prison. He was arrested
at a house in Little Hulton and is now serving an additional
eight months after pleading guilty to escaping from custody.

public prosecutor, they are said to have slashed
tarpaulins from trucks or opened loading doors in parking lots
on the Autobahn in order to get the load. In Seesen (Goslar
district), the men are said to have stolen 600 cordless vacuum
cleaners with a total value of €185,000 in January last year. In
October, they captured around 200 televisions worth €58,000.
Read more: Neue Oz (Germany)

The prosecutor told Manchester Crown Court how the man
had been part of a gang involved in a series of burglaries and
robberies targeting a number of homes and Cash-in-Transit vans
across the North West.

APAC

Read more: The Bolton News (U.K.)
6 May 2020: Thieves stole 80,000 protective
facemasks intended for frontline NHS and care

China

home workers in a £166,00 warehouse raid.

7 May 2020: The novel coronavirus epidemic

Greater Manchester Police said they are hunting

has affected the operation of many export

for the perpetrators, in what they described as a ‘particularly
sickening crime’ given the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
Read more: Daily Mail (U.K.)

transportation channels to some extent, while the
China-Europe freight train services have provided
strong support for enterprises to maintain normal export trade,
according to Huang Xin, an official at the train station. To further

4 May 2020: Police are going undercover as truck

increase the transportation capacity of China-Europe freight train

drivers as part of an operation tackling crime on

services, the China Railway Xi’an Group has joined hands with

the A1 in Nottinghamshire. Newark and Sherwood

relevant authorities and companies to optimize declaration and

Neighborhood Response teams have been focusing

approval procedures to lower costs and improve efficiency.

on auto-crime in the last six months; inspectors said the biggest

Read more: XinhuaNet.com (China)

problem in the area is the theft of diesel from parked trucks.
Read more: Nottingham Post (U.K.)
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Pakistan

4 May 2020: The Sorocaba Civil Police
located a clandestine truck and caught

6 May 2020: Pakistan earned USD $526.71M

two men in the act of dismantling

by providing different transport services in

trucks on Itavuvu Municipal Road, in the central region of the

various countries during the first eight months

city. Police officers from the eighth District Police investigated

of current financial year (2019-20), compared to

a shed after receiving information that the site was used to

the corresponding period of last year. This shows a decrease

dismantle trucks. A team went to the address and surprised the

of 6.48% as compared to USD $563.21M earned through

two suspects. Two trucks were found inside the property, one

provision of services during the corresponding period of fiscal

already in the process of dismantling, in addition to a load of

year (2018-19), Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) reported.

coils.

Read more: App.com.pk (Pakistan)

Read more: São Paulo Governo do Estado (Brazil)
2 May 2020: Activities to fight crime guided by the
intelligence service of “Operation Tupã”, launched

Iran

by the Federal Highway Police (PRF) on 30 April,
3 May 2020: A spokesperson of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration has given
the latest account of Iran’s commercial exchanges
through border crossings with neighboring

countries, as the outbreak of the new coronavirus restricted the
flow of goods through land borders. “Pishin border crossing,
a gateway to neighboring Pakistan, reopened on 2 May,” he
said. The border crossing, which is located in the southeastern
Sistan-Baluchestan Province, is now open for trading food
products every other day from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. local time.
Read more: Financial Tribune (Iran)

continue to frustrate criminal actions across the
country. In the first two days of the operation, the
agency registered seizures of marijuana, diamonds, gold,
smuggled cigarettes, weapons and an 850% increase in the
number of vehicles recovered. Between 30 April and 1 May,
approximately 5,000 police officers and more than 850 vehicles
were deployed to make Tupã operational at more than 155
inspection points on federal highways across the country.
Read more: Agencia PRF (Brazil)
30 April 2020: Four people were arrested that
were involved in the theft of pesticides from
farms in the northern region of the state of Mato

North & South
America
Brazil

Grosso. Fourteen court orders were carried out
by the Civil Police, through the Organized Crime Combat
Management (GCCO) in the municipalities of Sorriso and Sinop,
in investigating thefts of pesticides.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

Mexico
8 May 2020: Seven tons of marijuana were
seized by the Federal Highway Police (PRF). The
drugs were hidden in the false bottom of a truck
and would be distributed to communities in the

North Zone of Rio. The teams from the Special Operations
Center (NOE / RJ) and the K9 Operations Group (GOC /
RJ) approached the truck during an action to combat drug
trafficking.

7 May 2020: The Mexican Alliance for
Transport Organization (AMOTAC by its initials
in Spanish) reports a 70% increase in cargo
theft when comparing the last two months of the pandemic in
Mexico to the first two months of the year. The most targeted
product types are food & drinks, soap, and toilet paper with
the State of Mexico being the most affected due to the large

Read more: Agencia PRF (Brazil)

concentration of industrial parks.
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5 May 2020: Ten individuals were arrested after

4 May 2020: Container lines have “blanked”

authorities followed one of them to their warehouse,

(canceled) an unprecedented number of sailings

where they were loading a stolen trailer with paint.

to bring capacity in line with coronavirus-stricken

The criminal group is reportedly a cargo theft gang

cargo demand. Blank-sailings data is a key

operating in Villa Aldama, Veracruz.
Read more: Milenio (Mexico)

leading indicator for U.S. ports, cargo shippers,
truckers and railways. A container ship that does not depart
from Asia equates to a container ship that does not arrive on the

5 May 2020: Authorities issued a warning to
residents of Celaya, Guanajuato who participated
in the Pilferage of what appeared to be refined sugar

U.S. West Coast two to three weeks later, or on the East Coast
four to five weeks later.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

from an overturned trailer. The stolen product is in
2 May 2020: Dramatic cuts in passenger airline

fact unrefined sugar containing activated carbon,
which can cause intoxication if ingested.

service in the face of the coronavirus pandemic

Read more: El Universal (Mexico)

have had an unintended consequence: Disrupting
the supply chain for the pharmaceutical industry,
which relies on room in the bellies of passenger jets to quickly
move drugs around the world.

U.S. & Canada

Read more: Washington Post

7 May 2020: U.S. rail traffic tumbled about

30 April 2020: A new report from a

21% in April as falling volumes for coal, motor

government watchdog agency urges

vehicles and parts, and chemicals contributed to a
“historic” monthly decline.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

more action from the U.S. Department
of Transportation (DOT) on truck safety oversight and in
responding to pandemics such as COVID-19.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

6 May 2020: Closures of major meat
processing plants are limiting the beef, pork
and poultry that can get to consumers during
the pandemic.
Read more: Fleet Owner

20 April 2020: A build-up of cargo thanks to
coronavirus is increasing risk in warehouses, port
terminals and inland depots worldwide.
Read more: Lloyds List

5 May 2020: U.S. exports of goods and services
plunged in March by a record number and imports
declined by the most in eleven years as the
coronavirus pandemic stymied trade and travel.
Read more: Transport Topics
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