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SUPPLY CHAIN
INTELLIGENCE CENTER

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
15 May 2020.
EMEA
Nigeria...................................................................................... 1

Nigeria

Italy.......................................................................................... 1

12 May 2020: It was the end of the road for three

South Africa............................................................................. 2

members of staff of a company in Alaba, along the

Namibia.................................................................................... 2

Mile-Two/Badagry expressway, as they were arrested
among five suspected members of a robbery gang.

APAC
Philippines................................................................................ 2

The gang members were alleged to have been breaking into the

Southeast Asia......................................................................... 2

company’s warehouse at the Agric area, where they carted away

South Korea............................................................................. 2

electrical appliances and cables worth several millions of naira.

China........................................................................................ 2

Read more: Vanguard (Nigeria)

Cambodia................................................................................ 3
Bangladesh.............................................................................. 3
North & South America
Brazil........................................................................................ 3
Mexico..................................................................................... 3
U.S. & Canada......................................................................... 4

Italy
11 May 2020: A haulier from a Bari company was
Hijacked and robbed of about 100 quintals of goods
loaded on the truck, including food, footwear, paint,
and electrical equipment. It happened along the
north lane of the A16, a few kilometers from Cerignola. The
truck driver was flanked by a car with five robbers who had
their faces covered and were armed with pistols and rifles.
The criminals forced the victim to stop and get into their car.
After about an hour, the haulier was released unharmed in the
Stornara countryside.
Read more: Foggia Today (Italy)
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South Africa

APAC

13 May 2020: A 36-year-old suspect appeared
in the Khathu Magistrate’s Court for his alleged
role in a January 2020 Cash-in-Transit heist. The
suspect, part of a heavily armed group, allegedly

Philippines

attacked and robbed a security guard of a trolley bag containing

14 May 2020: A strong typhoon has slammed

an undisclosed amount of money at the Khathu Mall. Police

into the eastern Philippines after authorities

responded to the scene, resulting in a high speed chase. The

moved tens of thousands of people to avoid the

suspect was apprehended, but the rest of the group managed

risk of contracting the virus in overcrowded emergency shelters.

to get away.

Read more: Port News (Australia)

Read more: AllAfrica.com
12 May 2020: The police have arrested a suspect
for allegedly manufacturing illegal medicine and
drugs in Florida, Gauteng. A police spokes-

Southeast Asia

person said the arrest came after an intelligence-driven

13 May 2020: Out of all the possible aftershocks from

operation discovered a laboratory used to manufacture tablets

the COVID-19 pandemic, a surge in piracy may not

and other illegal substances valued at R5 million.

be the most obvious. However, Southeast Asia—and

Read more: Citizen (South Africa)

countries dependent on trade passing through the
region—should anticipate it. Research shows that people turn to

9 May 2020: The coronavirus pandemic is disrupting
the illicit drug trade through increased border

piracy when economic opportunities elsewhere are scarce.
Read more: The Diplomat (Washington, DC)

controls, reduced air traffic, and supply shortages;
though the outbreak’s economic fallout may lead to more people
getting involved in the business, a UN-sponsored report warned.
Read more: IOL (South Africa)

South Korea
13 May 2020: Port authorities seized and

6 May 2020: Two trucks loaded with loaves of

destroyed around 640,000 trafficked cigarette

bread and gas bottles Hijacked in Nyanga and
Harare, Khayelitsha, respectively, were stopped in
their tracks by Western Cape police. According to
police spokesperson Sergeant Noloyiso Rwexana, Harare police
reacted to information from the members of the community that
a bread-delivery truck was Hijacked.
Read more: News24 (South Africa)

Namibia
10 May 2020: Two burglars are on the run from the
Namibian Police after their plans to break in and steal
beer from the home depot of a brewery went haywire.
The two burglars gained entrance to the premises of
the brewery by cutting the boundary fence and then breaking
through a door to the warehouse.
Read more: Informante (Namibia)
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packs worth 2.8 billion won (USD $2.8 million),
the largest bust of trafficked cigarettes in the Busan region.
The cigarettes were purchased in Vietnam and Thailand, then
shipped to Cambodia before being disguised as luxury travel
bags bound for China.
Read more: Yonhap News Agency (South Korea)

China
12 May 2020: Freight transport by train between
Europe and China continues to increase, according
to a report from The New York Times. European
carriers have resorted to transporting goods from China by
train because of the interruption of maritime and air transport
between Asia and Europe caused by the blockages generated
by the coronavirus.
Read more: Fresh Plaza
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Cambodia

14 May 2020: The Flare operation initiated by the
Federal Police complies with thirteen court orders,

11 May 2020: The volume of twenty-foot

with the objective of dismantling the leadership
cell of the criminal faction from São Paulo in Rio

equivalent units (TEU) that has passed through
the Sihanoukville Autonomous Port (PAS) during

Grande do Norte. Investigations revealed that some individuals

the first 19 weeks of this year increased by

were closely involved in armed criminal actions and planned

almost 5% over the same period last year, but transportation

attacks on federal public employees in the state, as well as

experts expect the figure to drop in the second quarter.

determining the execution of several homicides in the state of

Read more: Phnom Penh Post (Cambodia)

Rio Grande do Norte and strong involvement in drug trafficking,
robberies and clandestine firearm trade.
Read more: Polícia Federal (Brazil)

Bangladesh

13 May 2020: The Federal Highway Police seized
2,860 kg of marijuana in Itaquiraí (MS), hidden

11 May 2020: A bag containing about Tk 8.0 million

in a cargo of frozen chicken that was in a truck.

in cash has purportedly been lost from a Cash-inTransit vehicle of National Bank in Old Dhaka. Police
later brought in for questioning the bank executive
overseeing the transportation of the money along with the
vehicle’s driver and two security personnel.
Read more: The Financial Express (Bangladesh)

During the police interview, the driver of the truck
showed evident nervousness and contradictions, which raised
suspicions that he might be carrying some type of illicit product.
The suspect confessed that he was transporting drugs inside
of cargo, and that it would be necessary to remove all cargo to
remove the drug.
Read more: Agencia PRF (Brazil)

North & South
America

12 May 2020: The Civil Police of Rio de Janeiro
found two rifles, a grenade and a uniform of the
Military Police of Rio de Janeiro, inside a car used
by a criminal suspected of killing a civil police officer shot in a
confrontation in Santa Cruz. After being identified by agents of
the General Department of Combating Corruption of the Civil
Police, the suspected member of the militia got off the vehicle

Brazil

shooting and fled into a forested area.
14 May 2020: The Federal Police launched

Read more: UOL (Brazil)

the “Without Borders” operation to combat
transnational corruption with support from
Scotland Yard-Metropolitan Police of London. The purpose
of this operation is to investigate the practice of transnational

Mexico

corruption involving a multinational company in the mining sector

12 May 2020: Residents of Cerrillo Vista Hermosa in

and a state parliamentarian linked to the Legislative Assembly of

Toluca, State of Mexico lynched one of four cargo

Amapá.

thieves attempting to Hijack a trailer loaded with

Read more: Polícia Federal (Brazil)

thirty tons of cooking oil. After the criminals shot the
driver’s assistant in the abdomen, residents came to their aid,
killing one of the criminals as his three accomplices attempted to
escape.
Read more: El Universal (Mexico)
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11 May 2020: The son of a former Municipal

12 May 2020: A delivery driver reported to

President of San Lorenzo Cacaotepec, Oaxaca

Allentown (Pennsylvania) police that someone

was arrested with nine other people while the

had just stolen his box truck, while making a
delivery in the 100 block of North Sixth Street,

group unloaded merchandise from a stolen trailer.
The individual, who also serves as the Secretary of

according to court records. He told officers that he was opening

Cultural Defense and Development for the Popular Unity Party,

the door of a business in that block to deliver doughnuts.

reportedly heads a cargo theft group operating on Highway

Read more: WFNZ-AM (Charlotte, NC)

MEX-135D Huitzo-Oaxaca.
Read more: Julio Astillero (Mexico)

12 May 2020: California Highway Patrol officers
arrested a man after he allegedly jumped on a moving

9 May 2020: Heavily armed criminals took advantage

tanker truck carrying bulk red wine, climbed under its
belly to unscrew a valve, and drank the wine as the

of the fog to carry out several thefts near km 229
of Highway MEX-150D, stopping both cargo units

truck traveled up Highway 99 on May 5.

and civilian vehicles. Traffic was stopped for several

Read more: True Crime Daily

hours, during which drivers opted to leave their
vehicles to hide in the surrounding brush.

11 May 2020: During COVID-19, the U.S. Food

Read more: Puebla en Linea (Mexico)

and Drug Administration will continue to utilize and
implement additional alternative inspection tools and
approaches while postponing domestic and foreign

U.S. & Canada
13 May 2020: The Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA)

routine surveillance inspections. This will continue as local,
national and international conditions warrant, with the exception
of certain mission critical inspections.
Read more: FDA.gov

has extended its pandemic-related

8 May 2020: The Georgia Ports Authority (GPA)

emergency exemption for drivers assisting by another month.

is battening down for a May with 37 blanked

This is the second extension of the order, which will now last

sailings. In a normal May, there are no canceled

through June 14.

calls at Georgia’s ports.

Read more: Fleet Owner

Read more: FreightWaves.com

13 May 2020: U.S. Customs and Border

6 May 2020: As lifestyles and business operations

Protection announced it has opened the USMCA

change due to shutdowns and stay-at-home

Center in Washington, D.C., to work with the

orders nationwide, supply chain experts are

private sector to coordinate implementation of
the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), which
enters into force on July 1.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

warning business owners, workers, and the public
about a growing risk of pandemic-related criminal activity. A
rise in the sale of counterfeit N95 masks and other personal
protective equipment (PPE), increasing cyber-attacks, and the
potential for cargo theft of PPE are driving demand for stricter
risk mitigation efforts.
Read more: Supply Chain Quarterly
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