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17 July 2020

The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
17 July 2020.
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13 July 2020: A charity initiative that sends toys
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to children in hospitals has had £400,000 worth of
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toys stolen from its warehouse in Huddersfield.

APAC

According to reports, around 18,000 boxes of
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the construction toy building kits were stolen leaving the

China........................................................................................ 3

organization ‘devastated.’ The charity’s warehouse in the

North & South America

Moldgreen area was broken into at some point between late
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Saturday night and the early hours of Monday morning. Thieves

Mexico..................................................................................... 3

took a large number of toys, loading them into a vehicle before

U.S. & Canada......................................................................... 4

making off from the scene. They later returned to take more
boxes, along with a van that the charity uses to transport
donations to and from hospitals.
Read more: Toy News Online
10 July 2020: A truck containing crates of vodka
was stolen after the driver was held at knifepoint,
police have said. Four people were arrested after
the HGV was targeted at Truckhaven in Carnforth,
Lancashire. Greater Manchester Police said the lorry was later
stopped on the M62 near Birch Services following a pursuit. The
four suspects were arrested on suspicion of theft of a vehicle
and taken into custody for questioning.
Read more: BBC News
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South Africa

Germany

16 July 2020: A security guard was robbed of an

16 July 2020: Tarpaulin slashers targeted

undisclosed sum of money. According to Colonel

twelve articulated trucks at a rest area near

Brenda Muridili, national police spokesperson,

Weeze, looking for valuable loot. They found

“The security guard had just collected money from

fourteen originally packed bicycles. The unknown

a store in Hazyview and before he could leave the store he

perpetrators cut holes in the tarpaulin of the semi-trailers,

was allegedly approached by two unknown men who took the

looking inside to see if there were valuable goods in the vehicles.

money bag from him at gunpoint”.

Read more: NRZ (Germany)

Read more: Lowvelder (South Africa)
15 July 2020: In the German state of Saxony,
16 July 2020: Mpumalanga police are searching

police and customs found thirty-one migrants

for a 39-year-old man who they believe can help

in the loading space of a refrigerator truck. The

with an investigation into a 2017 Cash-in-Transit
heist. The heist was carried out in Thulamahashe,

truck drove near the Czech border and was on its
way towards Dresden. According to the regional channel MDR,

Bushbuckridge. A group of suspects allegedly accosted a cash

the stowaways were between pallets of fruit and vegetables.

van and managed to steal an undisclosed amount of money

Read more: NOS (The Netherlands)

after they bombed the security vehicle.
Read more: Times Live (South Africa)
14 July 2020: Limpopo police are appealing to
anyone who may have information that may assist
with apprehending perpetrators behind a Cash-inTransit heist between Bela Bela and Marble Hall.
According to spokesperson Colonel Brenda Muridili, a security
vehicle was pounced on and shot at by gunmen travelling in two
vehicles. Muridili said an unknown number of suspects allegedly

France
14 July 2020: At the toll barrier of Corze
(Maine-et-Loire), on the A11 motorway, a truck
arriving from Mouscron (Belgium) was intercepted
by customs officials. They checked the load and discovered 2.5
tonnes of contraband cigarettes.

bombed the vehicle before fleeing. She added that no injuries
were reported.
Read more: News24 (South Africa)
12 July 2020: A group of would-be Cash-in-Transit
heist robbers was stopped dead on its tracks by
law enforcement officers in Phakade, near Kokstad.
According to the South African Police Service
(SAPS) in the province, they had received information about
a cash van that was set to be the target of a robbery. Millions
in pension and child support grants were inside the armoured
vehicle and meant to be delivered at a nearby post office.

The Netherlands
13 July 2020: The Port of Rotterdam in the
Netherlands has introduced a blockchain or
distributed ledger tech (DLT) -enabled pilot with
some of the largest shipping companies in the
world. The pilot aims to enhance the overall efficiency and safety
of millions of containers that are unloaded at the port each year.
Read more: Crowdfund Insider

Read more: The South African
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APAC

13 July 2020: Mobile phone parts are basically the
essential bits of production for all manufacturers.
Because of this, they tend to be worth a whole lot of
money and it is not uncommon for them to attract
thieves. A well-known manufacturer has had its turn, as a

India

large quantity was lost to a heist during transport. As reported,
the shipment was hit by six criminals in Noida, India. These
16 July 2020: Police are investigating the

parts were apparently getting moved from the companies

disappearance of a truck. They arrested a resident

largest mobile phone manufacturing facility in the location to a

of Puliyangudi, on the basis of CCTV footage of the

warehouse. The parts were valued at about KES 35 million (USD

lorry parked on Vedai Road. During the interrogation,

$330,000) at prevailing exchange rates.

he said that he had come to Thiruthuraipoondi in

Read more: Gadgets Africa

several vehicles from Chennai and was unable to do so in a
hurry as his relatives told him not to come home without a
corona check. He stole the lorry to go to the Thiruvarur hospital.
Read more: Maalaimalar (India)

12 July 2020: Imported electronic goods worth Rs 54
lakh stored at a warehouse in Sewree were reported
stolen late last month. The police have made seven
arrests in the case, recovering Rs 25 lakh worth of

15 July 2020: Barely days after sending the first

goods from the accused.

parcel train to Bangladesh, now another freight

Read more: Mumbai Mirror (India)

route through the sea has been opened with the
neighboring country. For the first time since 1965,
India will send a vessel from Kolkata to Chittagong
port through sea route and the cargo will be transported by road
from Chittagong to Agartala.
Read more: Akhbar1.com

Myanmar
15 July 2020: Myanmar border traders
are still complaining about the difficulties

14 July 2020: Following the lockdown, the wheels

they face in doing business with China

and lights of the trucks parked on Kodimatha ML

despite recent government efforts to facilitate the process. Only

Road went missing. With rising fuel prices and

thirteen trucks are able to pass through the Myanmar gates

declining revenue during lockdowns, thefts are

through to China to deliver their goods every day. U Min Thein,

looming for trucks owners. The price of a tire is Rs 20,000.

deputy chairman of a rice trading center in the border town of

Read more: Manorama Online (India)

Muse in Shan State, said what used to take three hours before
COVID-19 now takes eight days as a result of additional checks

13 July 2020: Nannilam police were on night patrol
in the Achuthamangalam area near Nannilam in

and procedures implemented at the border.
Read more: Consult-Myanmar

Thiruvarur district last night. They then diverted and
stopped a cargo van that came through. It was
revealed that there were 6,384 liquor bottles in 133 cardboard
boxes. According to the details revealed during the investigation,
the perpatrators had loaded liquor bottles in a truck from a
distillery in Mannargudi to Ramanathapuram Tasmag liquor store
a few days prior.
Read more: Daily Thanthi (India)
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North & South
America

14 July 2020: Puebla State Police apprehended
the second in command of a criminal group
known as “Los Socios.” The man was arrested in
Tehuacán, Puebla in possession of 55 doses of
narcotics, and is suspected of having participated in the theft of
a cargo vehicle this past May.
Read more: Noticias Televisa (Mexico)

Brazil
14 July 2020: There was a reduction in all
types of theft in the state of Goiás comparing
the first six months of 2020 with the same
period last year. Specifically in cargo theft, there was a reduction
of 34.95%.
Read more: UOL (Brazil)

U.S. & Canada
15 July 2020: Officers received a report that
a container full of rice, worth an estimated
$20,000, had been stolen from a business in
South Burnaby, B.C..

14 July 2020: The investigative work of the

Read more: Victoria News (Victoria, BC)

State Superintendence of Criminal Investigations
(Seic) of Maranhão State resulted in the arrest
of gangs specialized in bank robbery, cargo
theft and vehicle dismantling. One hundred thirty people were
arrested—fifty-three in the act—resulting in more than R $ 7.3
million in damages to criminals.
Read more: MA 10 (Brazil)
14 July 2020: The state of Pernambuco
recorded 47.79% fewer thefts in June 2020
compared to June 2019. There were 3,490
thefts (in total). Specifically in cargo theft, there was a 39% drop
compared to the same month of 2019. There were 36 crimes of
this type registered this year, against 59 in June last year.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

15 July 2020: The Laval (Quebec) Police
Service (SPL) executed a search warrant in a
single family home located at Saint-Elzéar,
discovering an impressive shipment of almost 27
tonnes of stolen cocoa.
Read more: Courrier Laval (Laval, PQ)
14 July 2020: A joint initiative between the Port of
New Orleans and a nonprofit research institution
will test whether using data-collecting sensors can
help officials make better business and operation
decisions both in and out of the water.
Read more: State Scoop
14 July 2020: The U.S. and Canada
appear poised to extend the closure

Mexico
15 July 2020: The National Transport Association
(ANTAC, by its initials in Spanish) estimates that a

of their shared border for nonessential
travel until August 21. It will give truckers an additional thirty
days of crossing the border mostly free of passenger traffic.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

truck is stolen in Mexico every five minutes, with
cargo thefts becoming increasingly violent. During the

14 July 2020: The Federal Motor Carrier

month of June alone, at least 25 truck drivers were murdered in

Safety Administration (FMCSA) has extended

the vicinity of Querétaro, San Luis Potosí, and Guanajuato in a

its pandemic-related emergency exemption by

ten-day period.

another month. This is the fourth extension of the

Read more: Diario el Mundo (Mexico)

order, which will now last through August 14.
Read more: Fleet Owner
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10 July 2020: The Port of Long Beach said the
COVID-19 pandemic continued to drive down
demand for goods in the second quarter of 2020,
leading to an increase in canceled sailings and a
decline in containers shipped through the gateway.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
10 July 2020: Drivers running into protests and
other unexpected delays caused by civil unrest
and who fear for their safety will not be considered
in violation of hours-of-service regulations,
according to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA).
Read more: FreightWaves.com
9 July 2020: A task force was launched that
brings together manufacturers, supply chain
partners, and retailers to develop standards for
reducing human contact when moving freight from
Class 8 vehicles to last-mile drop-offs.
Read more: Transport Topics
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