Global Intelligence Note
7 August 2020

The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
7 August 2020.
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France
6 August 2020: Three people were arrested
by the anti-crime brigade BAC in Collegien for
siphoning the tanks of seven trucks. They did not
siphon quickly enough—the BAC, doing a round
of surveillance, caught them red-handed. The three perpetrators
are thirty, twenty-three, and thirty-one years old.
Read more: Actu (France)
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Germany

South Africa

5 August 2020: The number of reported thefts of

5 August 2020: A 57-year-old man was

truckloads has dropped significantly since 2017. The

apprehended following what police call a Cash-

police attribute this success to the “Cargo” project.

in-Transit heist “resembling a Hollywood movie”
in Daveyton, Ekurhuleni. According to police

The cooperation between European police authorities
and the logistics industry, which was launched in 2018 to make

spokesperson Captain Ndivhuwo Mulamu, a security cash van

life difficult for cargo thieves, has had considerable success,

arrived at a petrol station in Daveyton to collect cash. While the

according to statistics published by the police for southern

driver remained in the armoured vehicle, the man approached

Jutland (Denmark) and northern Schleswig (Germany).

the stationary van. The driver suspected that something was

Read more: Der Nordschleswiger (Denmark)

wrong and he warned the man not to approach the van.
Read more: News24 (South Africa)

3 August 2020: The Brandenburg
police discovered a truck on Autobahn

4 August 2020: Police have launched a manhunt

12 near Frankfurt an der Oder that

for three armed gangs who orchestrated Cash-in-

was reported as stolen in Wittenburg (Ludwigslust-Parchim

Transit heists in the Eastern Cape, Johannesburg

district). There is still no trace of the perpetrators. The police are

and Mpumalanga – all in the space of 30 minutes.

investigating.

The CEO of a security company said in all three robberies the

Read more: Ostsee Zeitung (Germany)

gangs left empty-handed, while a tactical support officer was
fatally wounded in a shooting in the Mpumalanga attack.

29 July 2020: In the overnight hours between

Read more: IOL (South Africa)

Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning,
strangers stole electrical tools from a truck parked
in Maybachstrasse: a chainsaw, a cutting
machine, a jigsaw, an angle cutter, and two drill drivers. The
police estimate the damage to be in the mid four-digit range.
Read more: Hildesheimer Allgemeine (Germany)

Kenya
5 August 2020: Police in Makueni county have
launched a manhunt for a truck driver who went
missing with 257 bags of cement, which were to be
used in the construction of Thwake Multipurpose

The Netherlands
5 August 2020: The Koninklijke Marechaussee
arrested a 37-year-old man on suspicion

Dam. According to police, the construction workers woke up on
26 July only to find the store where they kept the cement and
other tools broken into with 486 bags missing.
Read more: Tuko (Kenya)

of involvement in the 16 May theft of 4,400
smartwatches from a company in the industrial park
at Schiphol. The authorities identified the man based on tips
received after this case was discussed on the television program
Opsporing Verzocht. Six pallets, with 4,400 smartwatches
worth about €530,000, were removed from the warehouse of
a transport company at Schiphol East and driven away. The
man is believed to be the driver of the truck in which the stolen
watches were transported.
Read more: NL Times (The Netherlands)

Morocco
29 July 2020: Dozens of people attacked a
truck to steal sheep. This surreal and incredible
scene took place at a cattle market in Hay
Hassani in the region of Casablanca. There were many trucks
and pick-ups parked on a large, undeveloped lot, and people
running in all directions. A crowd stormed a truck loaded with
sheep, forcibly extracting them and stealing them.
Read more: Senego (Senegal)
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3 August 2020: Police officers arrested a
33-year-old man suspected of being part of
one of the largest cigarette cargo theft gangs
in the Southeast. The arrest took place in the Maria Teresa
neighborhood, in Nova Friburgo, in the mountainous region of

China

Rio.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
6 August 2020: Horgos, a major land pass in
northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous

30 July 2020: Average criminal rates of

Region bordering Kazakhstan, saw a robust

cargo theft in the Triângulo Mineiro region

increase in freight volume from January to July
this year. According to customs, from January to July, the total
freight volume passing through the border via the Horgos station
to central Asia or Europe reached 3.3 million tonnes, up 55.3
percent year-on-year.
Read more: XinhuaNet.com (China)

dropped in the first half of 2020 compared
to the same period in 2019. In Alto Paranaíba, however,
the number increased. Considering the regions of Uberaba,
Uberlândia and Patos de Minas, there was an average decrease
of 26% in relation to the same period of the previous year.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
27 July 2020: The São Gonçalo region
showed a 33% reduction in cargo theft in the

India

last 12 months.
Read more: O São Gonçalo (Brazil)

5 August 2020: Five employees of an e-commerce
company were arrested for stealing Rs 1 lakh worth
of mobile phones from the company warehouse.
On 31 July, a senior executive of a warehouse in
Rasheedguda, Shamshabad, lodged a complaint with the
police alleging that unknown persons had stolen phones from

Mexico

the delivery hub.

5 August 2020: Access roads to Cuernavaca,

Read more: The Times of India

Morelos were blocked by members of the
transport sector, calling attention to the lack
of security faced in both cargo and passenger

North & South
America

transportation. The roadblocks lasted for eight hours, resulting in
the creation of a security chat group, through which participants
will have direct communication with authorities in the state.
Read more: Proceso (Mexico)
5 August 2020: In response to a cargo theft
reported in Gustavo A. Madero, Mexico City,

Brazil

authorities recently located a property in
6 August 2020: Agents of Federal Highway
Police (PRF) seized an arsenal that was being
transported by car, from Paraguay to Vila

dos Pinheiros, in Complexo da Maré, in the North Zone of
Rio. Twenty-two rifles were found (twenty-one caliber .556,
and another caliber .762, with a precision sight), along with
twenty-one pistols (all with laser sights) and at least 300 kilos of
marijuana. Two men were arrested.
Read more: O Globo (Brazil)
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Tlalnepantla de Baz, State of Mexico where the stolen cargo
was being stored. The cargo consisted of imported clothing
valued at MXN$17 million.
Read more: Jornada (Mexico)
2 August 2020: Cargo thieves abandoned an
empty truck and its driver after intercepting it on
Highway Mexico-Queretaro and offloading the
cargo consisting of thirty cases of hair dye.
Read more: El Sol de Hidalgo (Mexico)
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31 July 2020: North Carolina Secretary of State
Elaine Marshall issued an alert to consumers after

5 August 2020: The Port Authority of New York

Mooresville police stopped a car recently and

and New Jersey (PANYNJ) did not sugarcoat

found a quarter-million dollars’ worth of fake brand-

the news. The headline on its press release

name goods inside. The cache included counterfeit designer

read: “COVID-19-RELATED VOLUME DECLINE

watches, sunglasses, clothes, shoes, backpacks, handbags,

CAUSES SINGLE WORST QUARTER ON RECORD.” Between

and other merchandise.

March, when the full force of the coronavirus pandemic hit the

Read more: Charlotte Observer (Charlotte, NC)

New York area, and the end of June, the port authority’s revenue
mistotaled nearly $800 million—about $200 million per month

30 July 2020: U.S. Coast Guard air and surface

below budget.

rescue crews at Sector San Juan responded and

Read more: FreightWaves.com

assisted the distressed M/V Island Express. The
ship started taking on water shortly after departing

4 August 2020: CBP officers and import

the Port of San Juan, trying to avoid deteriorating weather

specialists at Los Angeles International Airport

conditions ahead of an approaching tropical disturbance.

discovered 3,524 counterfeit goods posing as

Read more: FreightWaves.com

an array of legitimate luxury handbags, watches,
dresses, belts, shoes, sunglasses, T-shirts, purses, sandals, ball
caps, and gym bags arriving from Hong Kong.
Read more: Crime Voice

29 July 2020: While the volume of goods
coming into U.S. ports has declined since the
start of the coronavirus pandemic, inbound
shipments of medical supplies are way up.

4 August 2020: A national transportation

Read more: Bloomberg.com

company announced that it is offering
a $5,000 reward for information leading to the arrest and
conviction of the people captured on surveillance video stealing
a $400K auto transport tractor-trailer in St. Davie, Florida.
Investigators believe the suspects might be members of
organized crime rings targeting the trucking industry.
Read more: CDL Life
1 August 2020: Clad only in a t-shirt
and what looks like a pair of grey
underwear, a Florida man took a 9-mile
ride on the hood of a tractor trailer traveling northbound on
Florida’s turnpike. Authorities say he was an unwelcome hood
ornament.
Read more: Sun Sentinel (Fort Lauderdale, FL)
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