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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles
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relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
11 September 2020.
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Read more: The Olive Press (Spain)
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Kenya
10 September 2020: The extent of vandalism
and theft at a spirits factory in Thika was evident
as a Nairobi Court stumbled upon empty barrels
of ethanol while others were found to be missing.
The visit by Nairobi Chief Magistrate court was met with more
chaotic scenes as they found broken bottles, empty shelves and
pallets as well as vandalized offices and equipment.
Read more: Standard Media (Kenya)
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South Africa

Russia

11 September 2020: Truck Hijackings and cargo

10 September 2020: An unknown person had

theft continue to plague fleet operators, with more

stolen clothes for retail sale from a warehouse.

than 1,000 vehicles targeted in the past financial

Material damage amounted to 300,000 rubles.

year across SA. The Police Minister said there were

Police later detained a 35-year-old warehouse worker, whom

1,202 truck Hijackings recorded between April 2019 and March

the victim hired for a trial period. It was established that by

2020, a 1.7% increase from the year before.

breaking the lock in the warehouse, the attacker committed theft

Read more: Times Live (South Africa)

of clothes. The man found a buyer in advance and sold him
the goods. The stolen items were found by police officers and
returned to the rightful owner.

10 September 2020: Police are still looking

Read more: Maryino District Government (Russia)

for two armed suspects after a Cash-in-Transit
robbery at the Thembalethu Mall at the Fourways

7 September 2020: Police have arrested four

intersection. Two armed men robbed a security
crew of a substantial amount of money while they were loading

suspects of robbery and the theft of 2 million

an ATM. The robbers allegedly fled the scene in a maroon car.

medical face masks from a Moscow Region

Read more: Kempton Express (South Africa)

warehouse. According to the police, the
perpetrators burst into a warehouse in Odintsovo (a town near

9 September 2020: A security company has
recently been notified of a new trend that is

Moscow), tied up a guard, and threatened employees with items
similar to pistols. They stole about 2 million surgical masks
and 600 electric thermometers. They also stole money, mobile

emerging in and around South Africa where
courier vehicles have become the new targets of armed robbers.
Read more: Chatsworth Rising Sun (South Africa)

phones, and watches totaling 64 million rubles from the victims.
Read more: RAPSI (Russia)
7 September 2020: In the Krasnogorsk

5 September 2020: Mpumalanga police have

district of the Bryansk region, police officers

launched a manhunt for a group who allegedly shot

detained two local residents suspected of

and killed a Cash-in-Transit security guard. The
incident took place on the R38 between Barberton
and Badplaas. No money was taken. One of the attackers was
reportedly also injured during the attempted robbery. During
their escape, they allegedly Hijacked a vehicle in the area to
transport their injured accomplice. The vehicle was abandoned
in Barberton.

stealing grain and oats from an unguarded
warehouse. Having received information about the crime, police
stopped a car with two men, who were transporting fourteen
sacks of oats and grain worth 7,000 rubles. They could not
explain from where they got the cargo.
Read more: Bragazeta (Russia)

Read more: News 24 (South Africa)
4 September 2020: A Cash-in-Transit heist in
the Free State left one alleged robber dead and

APAC

three vehicles in flames. Five people were arrested.
The first gang of robbers allegedly burnt their own
vehicle during a shoot-out with the police, while the second
group are alleged to have rammed into the cash van only for

India

both vehicles to go up in flames. This happened after police

10 September 2020: India’s exports have

interrupted the heist and recovered some of the stolen money,

increased 13% during the first week of September,

seizing four vehicles and unlicensed firearms.

while railway freight loading is around 10% higher,

Read more: IOL (South Africa)

indicating signs of a pickup that augurs well for
manufacturing activity.
Read more: Times of India
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Philippines

5 September 2020: A chocolate cargo was
recovered in a warehouse in the Divinópolis

10 September 2020: Despite the coronavirus

neighborhood, in Caruaru, Pernambuco. The

pandemic, piracy and crime off the coasts of Asia

cargo is valued at R $ 500,000. According to

have increased this year, reports Reuters citing a new

the Military Police, the vehicle had been stolen and was found

report. The coastal regions south of the Philippines are

after complaints.

particularly hit hard.

Read more: UOL (Brazil)

Read more: Shipping Watch
5 September 2020: Police recovered a large part
of a load of shoes, stolen on 22 August, on BR
262, in Nova Serrana. The load was located in the

United Arab Emirates

rural area of the city of São Gonçalo do Pará, Minas Gerais.

9 September 2020: An eleven-member gang of
men, who stole 662 laptops worth Dh2,400,000

The estimated value of the recovered cargo is R $ 300,000.
Read more: GR News (Brazil)

from a warehouse of an Electronics company,

3 September 2020: Police seized 37 tons of

was nabbed by the Sharjah Police. The police

corn, valued at R $ 35,000, in Serra do Salitre,

investigation revealed that the gang members snapped the

Alto Paranaíba. The goods were stolen in

connection of all CCTV cameras installed in the warehouse
and carried out the theft without leaving any evidence. They
decamped with the goods in two stolen vehicles.

Araxá in July. According to the police, the driver
received R $ 4,000 to deliver the cargo in a different place.
Read more: O Tempo (Brazil)

Read more: Khaleej Times (UAE)

North & South
America

Mexico
10 September 2020: Authorities in Toluca,
State of Mexico arrested at least nine
members of a cargo theft group, including a
woman identified as the leader of the group. The

Brazil

arrest occurred while officers were responding to the theft of a
trailer loaded with thirty tons of corn, valued at MXN $200,000.
9 September 2020: The Civil Police discovered a

The stolen cargo was recovered at three separate locations:

shed in São Paulo where products were stored, a

two warehouses, and a small portion still within the abandoned

result of thefts/scams at large companies and cargo

truck.

thefts committed in the region of Jundiaí (SP). This

Read more: Asi Sucede (Mexico)

was the first stage of the operation called Japi. During the
operation, 389,000 items, three trucks and more than R $ 1

6 September 2020: Four men and a woman

million were recovered, which were returned to the companies

were arrested for their participation in the theft

that were victims of the scammers.

of a meat truck. The group was approached by

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

police as they were unloading the stolen cargo
at a butcher shop in Cadereyta Jiménez, Nuevo León. Police

9 September 2020: Eleven people were arrested

identified the logos matching those of the stolen truck, and

after Police launched Operation Vale Real II, to

proceeded to arrest the individuals, who were also in possession

combat a criminal organization specializing in

of a firearm.

cargo theft, operating in the Metropolitan region

Read more: TeleDiario (Mexico)

of Porto Alegre and in the Serra Gaúcha.
Read more: Diário da Manhã (Brazil)
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3 September 2020: Cargo thieves abandoned a

10 September 2020: An illicit eight-year,

trailer in Cancún, Quintana Roo moments after

million-dollar equine drug operation that

violently Hijacking the unit In-Transit on Highway

endangered the lives of countless horses has
ended in an arrest in the Empire State. Federal

Cancún-Leona Vicario. It has been speculated that
the criminals attempted to deviate the trailer off the highway

courts have apprehended and arraigned a man, who was the

but were unable to complete the maneuver, crashing and

production supervisor of manufacturing for a Pharmaceuticals

abandoning the unit instead. When located, the cargo consisting

company on charges of theft of medical products and making a

of ten tons of meat was still intact.

false statement to a federal agent. Between 2012 and January

Read more: Diario de Quintana Roo (Mexico)

2020, it is alleged he stole thousands of bottles, valued at more
than a million dollars, of a proprietary injectable, which he then
sold to horse trainers and veterinarians at New York racetracks
for more than $600,000.

U.S. & Canada
8 September 2020: A Juniata County

10 September 2020: A truck driver lied to troopers

(Pennsylvania) man accused of stealing

about being stabbed and robbed by two people on
I-76 in Medina, Ohio, according to a news release
from the Ohio State Highway Patrol. State troopers
responded to I-76 for a report of an assault and attempted
robbery— a report that authorities later determined was
fabricated by the truck driver.
Read more: WEWS-TV (Cleveland, OH)

a tractor-trailer cab in New Beaver
Borough is in the Lawrence County jail. State police reported
in a criminal complaint that the man of Port Royal, tried to get
police to shoot him after they pulled over the truck he was
driving on Route 158 at Phillips School Road in Wilmington
Township. When the police told him to turn off the truck’s motor,
he got out and walked toward a state trooper shouting, “Shoot
me and kill me,” the document states.
Read more: New Castle News (New Castle, PA)
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