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18 September 2020

The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
18 September 2020.
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South Africa
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15 September 2020: In a suburb ravaged by
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illegal mining, Johannesburg Metropolitan Police
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Department (JMPD) secured the arrest of a man
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in possession of explosives. “These explosives
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get used for crimes such as ATM bombings,
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Cash-in-Transit robberies, and illegal mining,” stated a JMPD

APAC

spokesperson.
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Read more: Roodepoort Record (South Africa)

North & South America
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13 September 2020: A man described as a ‘highly

Mexico..................................................................................... 3

sought’ suspect has been arrested in Hillbrow

U.S. & Canada......................................................................... 4

in connection with a high-profile Cash-in-Transit
robbery on 20 July 2019. The suspect is believed
to have been part of the six-person gang of heavily armed men
who blew up an armored cash van on a busy Rustenburg street.
Read more: The South African
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Russia

The Netherlands
17 September 2020: The owner of a company

15 September 2020: In Vught, a truck

filed a report with the police when 800 kg of

was stolen and used by thieves to

grain of the new harvest went missing. A driver

steal shovels and lawn mowers. For a

admitted that he took the grain and dumped it

few nights, the owner’s father followed the thieves on their raid

in a secluded place to transport it and resell it at night. Later, the

through Schaijk, Odiliapeel and Lithoijen. He found the truck

police discovered a huge pile of grain in an open field which was

back in Nuland, completely ruined. The last stolen shovel was

returned to the owner.

still there.

Read more: KTK (Kazakhstan)

Read more: Brabants Dagblad (The Netherlands)

17 September 2020: In Fokino, police
officers opened a criminal case against a
citizen who broke the locks of a warehouse

Belgium

and stole food worth more than 45,000 rubles. The perpetrator

15 September 2020: Around two thousand cans

turned out to be a 32-year-old citizen who lives in this

of beer were stolen from a warehouse in Strépy-

settlement; he entered the warehouse three times. The accused

Bracquegnies (Hainaut). The cans were arranged

said that he was drunk and came to the food storage after

in four trailers on a hundred pallets. Twenty-four

making sure that there were no witnesses nearby.

pallets have now been found.

Read more: Mail.ru (Russia)

Read more: HLN (Belgium)

17 September 2020: In the Kuban, two
men stole sixty mattresses from a warehouse
worth 200,000 rubles. A woman had put the
goods on pallets and left them unguarded in

Germany

the warehouse. This was noticed by a young man who told

15 September 2020: Strangers stole cargo from

his friend about the mattresses. Together they arrived at the

trucks on the grounds of the “Lüneburger Heide”

warehouse at night, removed the door from its hinges, secured

fueling and rest area on the A7 near Bispingen,

the mattresses on the roof of the car with a rope, and stole

Hamburg lane. In two cases, the perpetrators

them.

gained access through so-called “Curtain Slashing”—the stolen

Read more: Mail.ru (Russia)

goods included thirty pairs of shoes and sixty bottles of spirits
worth around €900. Three further attempts failed. The truck
suffered damage of an estimated €1,500.
Read more: Walsroder Zeitung (Germany)

Italy
15 September 2020: A 22-year-old man was
stopped by the carabinieri in Melzo (Milan)
for accepting a load of PCs and computer

France

equipment worth €550,000 that had been

11 September 2020: Two delivery men from

stolen a few hours earlier from a haulier parked in Cavenago

a company supplying Tobacco shops had just

of Brianza (Monza). At around 2 am, the driver was surprised
by two masked men, one of them armed with a gun, who

roundabout in Marignane when an unarmed quartet stole at

boarded his vehicle and ordered him to go to the industrial
area of Liscate. There, together with an unspecified number of
accomplices, the articulated vehicle was emptied of its load; the
goods were distributed on two different vans.

delivered a load at a location on the Barque
least 400 cartons of cigarette cartridges estimated at around €1
million.
Read more: La Provence (France)

Read more: Il Giorno (Italy)
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APAC

11 September 2020: The Civil Police carried out
an operation to combat a criminal organization
specializing in cargo theft on state highways in
Rio Grande do Sul State. Six suspects were
arrested. The court orders were carried out in São Leopoldo,

India

Novo Hamburgo and Portão, in the Metropolitan Region of Porto
Alegre.
17 September 2020: India has joined the Djibouti

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

Code of Conduct (DCOC), a grouping on maritime
matters aimed at countering piracy, as an observer as

11 September 2020: The police arrested nine

part of efforts aimed at enhancing maritime security in

suspects of a gang (specialized in theft of trucks)

the Indian Ocean region.

in the mountainous region and in the Baixada

Read more: Hindustani Times (India)

Fluminense. Between July 2019 and August
2020, the gang was responsible for at least thirteen armed

16 September 2020: Two truck drivers were

robberies of trucks and their respective loads in the region,

attacked and robbed on the Mumbai-Pune

totaling a loss of R $ 2,054,167.10 for the owners.

Expressway. According to police, the two drivers were

Read more: SF Noticias (Brazil)

transporting goods from Ahmedabad to Solapur when
four unidentified people robbed them near the Urse toll post in

9 September 2020: A load of cigarettes

Wadgaon Maval.

estimated at R $ 1.8 million was stolen at

Read more: Indian Express

Rodovia Anhanguera (SP-330) in Americana.
The driver of the vehicle said he was closed in by two trucks

North & South
America

and a van. One of the van’s occupants was hooded and aimed

Brazil

Mexico

a gun at the driver, ordering him to stop. A small part of the
cargo was found through the truck’s tracker.
Read more: Liberal (Brazil)

15 September 2020: The state of Rio de

16 September 2020: Authorities recovered

Janeiro recorded 3,516 cargo thefts in the

1,300 cases of tomato juice valued at MXN

first eight months of 2020, with 416 in August

$256,752 in Huehuetoca, State of Mexico.

alone. In comparison with 2019 the indicator fell by 33% in the

The merchandise was recovered during the

first eight months, and by 29% in August.

investigation of a cargo theft which occurred in the area just a

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

few days prior. No arrests have yet been made.
Read more: Milenio (Mexico)

13 September 2020: Of the 19 cases of Cashin-Transit thefts recorded in Brazil in the first half

14 September 2020: A truck driver received

of this year, six occurred in Pernambuco—80%

two gunshot wounds during an attempted theft.

of them on the highways. Among the cases is

The criminals, who were travelling aboard two

the kidnapping of a security guard and his family to obtain

motorcycles and a car, opened fire on the cargo unit when the

confidential information about the security company for which he

driver refused to pull over. The driver was able to reach the city

worked.

of Tecolutla, Veracruz, where he was aided by the National

Read more: Correio do Povo (Brazil)

Guard and the Secretary of Public Security; however, the
criminals were able to get away.
Read more: Diario de Xalapa (Mexico)
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13 September 2020: Three men are facing legal

14 September 2020: The CMA CGM Brazil

consequences for simulating the theft of a beer

became the largest vessel to call a U.S. East

truck in Mexquitic de Carmona, San Luis

Coast port when the container ship, with a

Potosí. Two of the men were working for the beer

capacity of 15,072 twenty-foot equivalent units

company at the time of the theft, while the third man arrested

(TEUs), arrived at the Port of New York and New Jersey.

was found to be an ex-employee. According to witnesses, the

Read more: FreightWaves.com

men were seen offloading the stolen cargo into a warehouse.
Read more: El Universal (Mexico)

12 September 2020: According to the
FreightWaves Ocean TEU Volume Index, bookings
of U.S. imports from China are up 89% year-

U.S. & Canada
17 September 2020: The United States Customs
and Border Protection agency made a big catch at

over-year through next week, a good indication
that freight volumes will continue to flow through the rest of
September.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

the O’Hare International Airport in Chicago when

12 September 2020: Federal regulators

they seized as many as 500,000 counterfeit N95

have extended a national emergency

face masks. These fake masks were being taken to a company’s
storage facility in New Jersey.
Read more: International Business Times (Singapore)

order exempting carriers and drivers
from certain hour-of-service (HOS) regulations until Dec. 31.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

16 September 2020: Over the past six months,

11 September 2020: The FBI is offering a reward

supply chain professionals have had to “dig deep”

of up to $5,000 for information leading to the

to get through what likely has been the most

arrest and conviction of a man of Dade County,

stressful time to work in this industry as a result of
the coronavirus pandemic.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

Florida, for his alleged involvement in the August
theft of a $3 million shipment of ventilators.
Read more: Federal Bureau of Investigation

15 September 2020: The Port of Los Angeles

10 September 2020: The Tennessee Highway

had its best month ever in August, but Executive

Patrol says trailers containing $450,000 worth of

Director Gene Seroka wasn’t sipping champagne

Meals Ready to Eat bound to help with hurricane

during its press conference on volumes.

relief efforts in Louisiana have been recovered.

Read more: FreightWaves.com

Read more: WBTV-TV (Charlotte, NC)

14 September 2020: A hacking group posted

9 September 2020: The Cleveland

data stolen from one of Canada’s largest

Division of Police is asking for the

trucking companies in the latest in a string
of ransomware attacks targeting firms in the
country’s supply chain.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

public’s help identifying suspects
accused of stealing a semi-truck with the trailer.
Read more: WJW-TV (Cleveland, OH)
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