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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
30 October 2020.
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28 October 2020: An operation to tackle a spate of
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van thefts has led to seven arrests. Officers spotted
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vans being loaded and unloaded into containers on
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the backs of trucks while conducting enquiries at
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an industrial estate in Hawton. A significant police
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deployment to the scene resulted in five men being arrested
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and numerous vehicles being seized. Another truck (which had
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arrived at the site but left before the extra officers got there)
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was pursued and stopped on the A1 by police from the force’s
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specialist operational support department. A further two men
were arrested.
Read more: Newark Advertiser (U.K.)

Kazakhstan
23 October 2020: A company that transported smart
phones on a cargo flight from Istanbul to Almaty
Airport reported a theft. A spokesman said that
unknown perpetrators had secretly stolen twenty
phones belonging to the company, which arrived on a cargo
flight. According to representatives of the company, the damage
amounted to 1.4 million tenge (approx. €2,760).
Read more: In Almaty (Kazakhstan)
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South Africa

Russia

28 October 2020: A police operation has swooped

26 October 2020: A representative of a local

on a suspect in a Cash-in-Transit heist that took

organization reported a theft from a warehouse located

place in Kumakwane. The suspect is believed to

in the Poultry Factory microdistrict of the Lyubertsy

have been part of a gang of six heavily armed men

city district. Goods worth more than 4,000,000 rubles

who robbed a cash van of an undisclosed amount of money

were stolen. The thief was identified as a forklift driver in a

amid dramatic scenes in the day-light heist.

warehouse. He stole 164 mobile phones from the warehouse

Read more: The Voice Botswana (South Africa)

and handed them over to pawnshops.
Read more: Rossiyskaya Gazeta (Russia)

25 October 2020: Two security guards were
shot dead during a Cash-in-Transit robbery in

25 October 2020: Police in Novopavlovka,

Southernwood in East London. One guard was

Petrovsk-Zabaikalsky District, detained a

inside while the other was guarding the entrance.

previously convicted local resident and two of his

Three suspects entered the complex and waited for the guard to

accomplices, who were suspected of stealing two tons of pine

exit the shop with the money. Both men were fatally shot in the

nuts worth almost half a million rubles. The police believe that

upper body before their weapons were stolen.

the repeat offender and accomplices committed the theft at

Read more: Algoa-FM (South Africa)

night. They entered the warehouse through a window and took
out fifty sacks of nuts. They used a truck to transport the stolen
goods.
Read more: MK in Chita (Russia)

Italy
25 October 2020: Law enforcers from

26 October 2020: Four people were arrested by

Izobilnensky District are investigating a criminal

the Carabinieri of the operational section of Torre
Annunziata for taking part in receiving stolen
goods and embezzlement. A well-known furniture
brand had appropriated a load of sofas destined for various
customers, and with the collaboration of the three accomplices,
the perpetrator had hidden them in a shed in Fisciano, in the

case regarding the theft of 100 tons of sugar.
The perpetrators are company employees. A representative of
one of the companies contacted the duty station of the district
police department. He reported the theft of products from the
warehouse.
Read more: STV 24 (Russia)

province of Salerno.
Read more: Cronache Della Campania (Italy)

23 October 2020: Police and Rosgvardia officers
have liquidated an underground shop for the

26 October 2020: A warehouse in Isola di

production of counterfeit Alcohol in the village

Capo Rizzuto was ransacked by unknown

of Prokhladny in the Beloyarsk District. When

perpetrators who stole emergency material.

examining the premises, the police found containers with an

Read more: Crotone OK (Italy)

alcohol-containing liquid with a volume of more than 10 cubic
meters.

24 October 2020: Two drivers were reported for

Read more: Kommersant (Russia)

stealing cat food. A 53-year-old and a 25-year-old
were caught removing cat food from a box inside
a storage warehouse at the autoport in Fernetti.
They were surprised by security personnel.
Read more: Trieste Prima (Italy)
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APAC

23 October 2020: A police operation dismantled
an interstate gang specialized in cargo theft
that operated on federal highways in the
states of Paraíba, Rio Grande do Norte and
Pernambuco. Heavily-armed members of the gang attacked

India

truck drivers, acted violently, stole cargo in one state, then
unloaded it in another as a way to hinder police actions. Another
27 October 2020: Prakasam district

practice they adopted was the use of truck tracking signal

police department cracked a truck theft

blockers/jammers.

case within 24 hours of registering it

Read more: Paraíba (Brazil)

and detained a juvenile involved in the crime. A GPS installed
in the truck came in handy and helped them keep a tab on the

21 October 2020: The Public Security

movements of the vehicle worth Rs 12 lakh.

Institute recorded 3,838 cases of cargo

Read more: Deccan Chronicle (India)

theft in the state of Rio de Janeiro in
the first nine months of 2020, and 322 in
September, representing decreases of 33% compared to 2019

North & South
America

and 31% in September.
Read more: Plantão Enfoco (Brazil)

Mexico

Brazil

26 October 2020: In separate incidents,
authorities arrested two individuals related to

28 October 2020: The Raul Veiga region in

cargo theft operations in the state of Puebla.

São Gonçalo is one of the areas with highest
incidence of cargo theft in the region. There, the
police arrested two men in flagrante delicto accused of stealing
a cigarette load.

GPS jammer, and stolen electronic devices, along with receipts

27 October 2020: Mato Grosso recorded
a reduction in rates of cargo theft and
crop protection products between January
and September this year. The incidence
Secretariat of Public Security (Sesp-MT) recorded 31 robberies

Tecamachalco and is believed to be a member of a criminal
group known for their involvement in various criminal activities
such as drugs, homicide, cargo and vehicle theft, among others.

23 October 2020: Authorities confronted cargo

in 2020, while in the same period last year there were 43.

thieves in Cortázar, Guanajuato after attempting

Among the places for theft events are rural properties (62%),

to stop the criminal vehicle for a routine revision.

public roads (13%), gas stations (3%), private residence (3%),
industry (2%), restaurants (2%), railways (2%), and others (16%).
In those nine months there was also a 21% reduction in cargo
theft rates in the state; 70 thefts were registered, 19 less than in
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of items already sold. The second person was arrested in

Read more: Transportes y Turismo (Mexico)

of pesticide theft decreased by 28%. Data from the State

Read more: Diário de Cuiabá (Brazil)

sale of merchandise stolen from cargo vehicles
in San Martín Texmelucan. At the time of her arrest, the
woman was found in possession of several doses of narcotics, a

Read more: O São Gonçalo (Brazil)

the same period of 2019, in which 89 cases were registered.

The first was a female believed to coordinate the

The criminals responded by opening fire on officers of the
National Guard. As a result of the confrontation, one criminal
was killed, and the driver of a trailer stolen just moments earlier
was rescued from the criminal vehicle.
Read more: AM (Mexico)
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22 October 2020: A man and woman were

26 October 2020: The Canadian government is

arrested in Tlaxcala, Tlaxcala in relation to

seeking logistics providers to distribute millions of

the theft of a truck loaded with PET material

doses of COVID-19 vaccines, including one that

(polyethylene terephthalate). Both individuals had

has to be kept at -80°C (-112°F).

GPS jammers in their possession at the time of the

Read more: FreightWaves.com

arrest.
Read more: Linea de Contraste (Mexico)

26 October 2020: Seven states and the Pawnee
Nation of Oklahoma have been awarded funding
through the Federal Highway Administration’s

U.S. & Canada
26 October 2020: A man in a truck tried to steal

Accelerated Innovation Deployment
Demonstration program.
Read more: Transport Topics

an ATM with a rope. Officers responded to a call

23 October 2020: The instability of early-

at a Durham, North Carolina bank; officials said

stage COVID-19 vaccines will push the limits of

a driver pulled up to an ATM, tied a rope to it, and

supply chain capabilities worldwide, but as more

tried to pull it away with his pickup truck.
Read more: WRAL-TV (Raleigh, NC)
26 October 2020: A supplier in Coral Springs,
Florida is reeling after nearly $1 million in medical

traditional medicines enter the market, distribution
will become easier for many logistics companies and regions of
the world.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

gloves were stolen from a warehouse.

22 October 2020: Just months after cargo

Read more: WSVN-TV (Miami, FL)

volumes plunged amid the COVID-19 pandemic,
the nation’s ports are staging a comeback as
falling product inventory levels at warehouses,
stores and medical facilities are being quickly replenished.
Read more: Transport Topics
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