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6 November 2020

The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
6 November 2020.
EMEA
Belgium.................................................................................... 1

Belgium

The Netherlands....................................................................... 1

5 November 2020: Belgian prosecutors have dealt

Russia...................................................................................... 2

a new blow to a recently disbanded drug gang led

Germany.................................................................................. 2

by a former Belgian police chief after announcing the

United Kingdom....................................................................... 2

largest-ever overseas drug bust “in the world.” While

South Africa............................................................................. 2

it’s a huge bust, it is by no means the largest in the world—the

APAC

2019 bust of a cocaine shipment on an MSC container ship

Thailand.................................................................................... 3

in Philadelphia was 16.5 tons of cocaine, worth an estimated

North & South America

street value of more than USD $1 billion.

Brazil........................................................................................ 3

Read more: Port & Terminal

Mexico..................................................................................... 3
U.S. & Canada......................................................................... 4

The Netherlands
5 November 2020: Six pallets of equestrian
clothing were stolen from a truck at a gas station
on the A59 in the Netherlands. The owner of the
stolen goods now also asks to look out for this
clothing or whether it is offered on the second-hand market.
Read more: EquNews (The Netherlands)
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Russia

United Kingdom
5 November 2020: The identity of the

4 November 2020: Two delivery vans filled with

Bobruisk resident who entered a warehouse

products worth £2,500 were stolen from a carpark

and stole an air conditioner, metal and interior

in Oxford. A wholesaler, which sells eco detergents

doors, and other property, was identified by his fingerprint.

in bulk, reported the theft of its vehicles.

Police officers of the Pervomaisky district of Bobruisk were the

Read more: Oxford Mail (U.K.)

first to receive the theft report.
Read more: Komkur (Russia)
4 November 2020: As an unknown person

South Africa

was loading property from a warehouse

3 November 2020: A Honeydew Police

located on Parkovaya Street into a car, an

spokesperson has confirmed details of the Cash-in-

alarm signal was triggered and received by the centralized

Transit heist that took place near the old municipal

security console in Tula. A private security crew was sent

nursery in North Riding. A Cash-in-Transit vehicle

to check—while inspecting the territory, Rosgvardia officers
detained the attacker, a 22-year-old previously-convicted local
resident. He was handed over to law enforcement officers for

had its doors blown open in a bombing after the alleged heist
took place. “The vehicle’s security officers were collecting cash
from a fast food restaurant. Two suspects were disguised in full

further investigation.

security uniforms and entered the vehicle when its passenger

Read more: MK.Tula.ru (Russia)

doors were open and one driver was still inside.”
Read more: Randburg Sun (South Africa)

Germany

2 November 2020: Three security guards were
expected to appear in court after over R1 million

4 November 2020: Tarpaulin slashers attacked

was found in their vehicle and a tow truck driver

rest areas on Autobahns 2 and 10. The

was shot dead following a Cash-in-Transit heist near

perpetrators first tried to steal cargo from three

Roodepoort. The men have been charged with murder, armed

trucks at the Buckautal rest area. Witnesses

robbery, conspiracy to commit armed robbery, possession

observed this and alerted the police, but the perpetrators

of suspected stolen money, perjury, and defeating the end of

managed to escape. At the Michendorf-Nord rest stop on

justice charges.

Autobahn 10, thieves stole 18 pallets with flat-screen TVs from a

Read more: IOL (South Africa)

truck that they had broken into earlier.
Read more: Märkische Allgemeine (Germany)

2 November 2020: Police in Bulawayo are
investigating a Cash-in-Transit robbery after a

4 November 2020: Unknown perpetrators slashed

truck was targeted while delivering cash to a bank

the tarpaulin of a semitrailer in the passenger car

early. The armed robbers first carjacked a car in

park on Landesstraße 258 between Dierdorf

Selbourne Park and used the vehicle for the robbery. Police

and Rüscheid. Used tires were stored inside, but

sources said that the gang intercepted the van in a sanitary lane

nothing was stolen.

as it was about to deliver an undisclosed amount of cash to the

Read more: NR-Kurier (Germany)

bank.
Read more: Zim Live (South Africa)

30 October 2020: In the period from 28-30
October, several tarpaulins from parked trucks
were cut open on the site of a truck stop in
Schwabhausen. Sixty coffee machines worth
approx. €12,000 were stolen.
Read more: PressePortal (Germany)
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APAC

3 November 2020: Cargo theft grew
46.6% in September in Alto Tietê,
according to a balance sheet by the State
Department of Public Security (SSP). With
the increase in the volume of work because of the pandemic,

Thailand

data regarding the lack of security sparks an alert among
carriers.

6 November 2020: After further five people

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

tested positive for COVID-19 in Mae Sot,
Thailand, last month, the Thai-Myanmar

3 November 2020: A Civil Police operation

Friendship Bridge 2 at the border was closed for

in Itajaí Valley resulted in the arrest of a city

a week. Traffic resumed on 25 October, but new rules requiring

councilman in Luiz Alves city. Initially, agents were

goods transported to the border in Myanmar vehicles to be
transferred to Thai vehicles applied. The moving process is done
at an open air terminal beside the bridge.

investigating cargo theft events. However, they
also found that those involved committed environmental crimes
(illegal hunting of wild animals).

Read more: Myanmar Times

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

5 November 2020: Under the Silk Road
Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk
Road from January to August 2020, the ChinaThailand trade increased 0.26% year-on-year to

Mexico

USD $51.724 billion, with USD $19.625 billion exports to China

4 November 2020: Shortly after crossing the

and USD $32.099 billion imports from China.

Copándaro Tollbooth in Michoacán, a truck driver

Read more: Digital Journal

was intercepted by armed criminals and forced to
drive towards the municipality of Churintzio, where
even more criminals arrived to offload nine brand new vehicles

North & South
America

from the trailer.
Read more: Primera Plana (Mexico)
4 November 2020: A security escort received
a gunshot to the chest while escorting a trailer
of automotive parts. The 38-year old male was
wounded during the Attempted Hijacking of the trailer as it was

Brazil

travelling through the municipality of Puebla.
Read more: El Popular (Mexico)

4 November 2020: The Federal Highway Police
(PRF) arrested five men who performed cargo thefts
on roads in the Federal District. The seizure took

29 October 2020: Fifteen individuals dressed as

place on BR-060 highway, in Recanto das Emas,

police officers attempted to hijack two trailers of

after Police received a report of an Attempted

Pharmaceuticals valued at nearly MXN $10 million.
The trucks were being escorted from the Mexico

Hijacking on the road. The gang used jammers in their
approaches to block the signal from trackers.

City International Airport to the municipality of Chalco, State of

Read more: Metropoles (Brazil)

Mexico when the criminal group intercepted the trailers aboard
six vehicles. Though the accompanying security escort was
unable to stop the theft, he did manage to alert authorities, who,
with the help of a helicopter, were able to locate both units with
cargo intact.
Read more: Excelsior (Mexico)
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U.S. & Canada

2 November 2020: The Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration announced plans to

4 November 2020: The government wants

submit an Information Collection Request

to know how the trucking industry would like

associated with a project to learn more about

to proceed with autonomous technology for

trucking industry representatives’ opinions of automated driving

over-the-road commercial freight as it seeks to

systems.

streamline how conventional fleets would welcome self-driving

Read more: Transport Topics

trucks.
Read more: Fleet Owner

29 October 2020: Six people, including airline
workers, have been arrested in connection

4 November 2020: Transport Canada

with a multi-agency investigation into a pair of

insists that it supports research involving

cargo heists at John F. Kennedy International

the safe transportation of dangerous

Airport in Queens.

goods. The federal agency said that twenty-three projects

Read more: WABC-TV (New York, NY)

continue to research the transportation of dangerous goods
in Canada. Topics for the twenty-three projects, which will be
implemented from 2020 to 2023, were developed during the
2019 Transportation of Dangerous Goods Research Symposium.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

29 October 2020: Four men are facing up to a
decade in federal prison after admitting to their role
in a Florida tequila cargo theft ring.
Read more: CDL Life
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