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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles
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relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
13 November 2020.
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Germany
9 November 2020: Thieves were out and about in
the truck parking lot of the truck stop at the Rade
junction. Perpetrators cut open the tarpaulins of
semi-trailers of at least five trucks, while the drivers
slept in their cabins. Apparently, the perpetrators did not find any
suitable loot, therefore the vehicle loads remained untouched.
Read more: PressePortal (Germany)
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Russia

South Africa
12 November 2020: Police officers in Derbent

10 November 2020: A deadly Cash-in-Transit heist

have detained suspects for stealing about one

in Bekkersdal claimed the lives of a security guard

ton of frozen fish. A resident of the village of

and a female motorist and wounded seven people

Tatlyar, Derbent district, addressed the police with a statement

including guards, traffic officers and two minor

that attackers picked up the keys, entered the fish shop

children. A gang of armed robbers ambushed the cash van and

warehouse, and stole frozen fish. Police officers went to the

blew it open with explosives. The van, with three occupants, had

scene of the crime, examined the premises and the surrounding

been travelling along Panyapanya Street in Bekkersdal when it

area, and detained the suspects, who turned out to be seven

came under siege.

young men living in the area.

Read more: News 24 (South Africa)

Read more: RIA Dagestan (Russia)
10 November 2020: Cash-in-Transit (CIT) heist
12 November 2020: A suspect in the theft of

syndicates are back in full swing, along with other

2.5 tons of grain was detained in the village

violent criminal operations. Following numerous

of Romanovskaya. The 39-year-old man

reports of attempted and executed CIT heists

turned out to be a resident of the Dubovsky

and armed robberies, it was clear there has been an increase

district. The suspect worked at a grain warehouse. On one of

in these crimes over the past six weeks. According to the

the working days, he damaged the lock on the front door so

head crime researcher at the Institute for Security Studies, the

he could freely enter the room whenever he wanted. Thus, he

official statistics on crime in October and November this year

began to transport grain in his car, and within a few days stole

will resemble those which were recorded last year, despite the

2.5 tons of grain.

apparently heavy onslaught following the lifting of lockdown

Read more: Donday Volgodonsk (Russia)

restrictions
Read more: Citizen (South Africa)

9 November 2020: A local resident contacted
the duty station of the police department for the

9 November 2020: Two men linked to Cash-in-

Balashikha city district of the Balashikha Municipal

Transit heists in Gauteng, where two luxury cars

Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of

were used as getaway vehicles, have been arrested

Russia with a report that an unknown person had stolen a

by the Hawks. One of the heists went viral on social

copper cable from the territory of one of the warehouses located

media after cellphone footage showed a gang loading bags,

on Bypass Highway. The amount of damage was 10,000 rubles.

purportedly filled with cash, into the boot of the car.

Read more: Riamobalashiha (Russia)

Read more: Times Live (South Africa)

Kazakhstan

United Kingdom

7 November 2020: Police in the city of Nur-

8 November 2020: Police were called with

Sultan have detained a suspect in stealing

a report from a security guard who had seen

parcels from a warehouse. It turned out to be

two men cutting the curtain-side of a truck and

a previously convicted 27-year-old resident of the capital. During

removing the items stored inside. Following a

the interrogation, he explained that he had repeatedly entered

vehicle pursuit from the service station in Thurrock, a 28-year

the warehouse territory, but the guards did not pay attention to

old man from Greater London was arrested on suspicion of two

him. He entered the warehouse and stole three parcels.

counts of theft from a vehicle, failing to stop, dangerous driving,

Read more: Inform (Kazakhstan)

and driving otherwise in accordance with a license. A 30-year
old man from Rotherhithe was also arrested on suspicion of two
counts of theft from a vehicle and dangerous driving.
Read more: Your Thurrock (U.K.)
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9 November 2020: A national campaign by the
Social Transport Service (Sest) and the National
Transport Learning Service (Senat) will alert cargo
transport drivers about the risks of theft on Brazilian
highways. From the 9–13 November, 350 service

China

stations will be set up for truck drivers and other professionals
in the sector. At these locations, drivers will receive guidance on
10 November 2020: The free trade port in

route planning to prevent cargo theft and accidents.

south China’s Hainan Province launched its

Read more: Todo Dia (Brazil)

first intercontinental air freight route, linking the
provincial capital of Haikou with the Netherlands’
capital Amsterdam. An all-cargo flight, loaded with 110 tonnes
of goods, departed from the Haikou Meilan International Airport
for the Amsterdam Airport Schiphol, marking the first step of the

Mexico

province in building an international air cargo network and hub.

10 November 2020: For the second time

Read more: CGTN (China)

in just under a week, cargo thieves have
stolen a load of brand new vehicles in the

9 November 2020: Recently, the shortage of

State of Michoacán. Hours after the initial report of the theft,

containers has become a source of frustration

authorities located the truck, recovering only one of the vehicles

for the logistics industry. Due to the imbalance

being transported.

between China and Europe trade, a large number of containers

Read more: Moreli Activa (Mexico)

is stranded in the European ports and terminals. Both rail
and ocean freight operators are facing this problem, which is

10 November 2020: The National Guard arrested

predicted to last until next year. Transporting empty containers

a man driving a stolen cargo unit in Panindícuaro,

back to China at low cost and with high efficiency might be the

Michoacán, recovering close to 43,000 liters of

key to alleviate the shortage of containers in China. In this case,

ammonia.

some new technologies could be taken into consideration.

Read more: Gobierno de México

Read more: RailFreight.com
9 November 2020: Two National Guard officers
were injured when a pair of cargo thieves rammed

North & South
America

into their patrol vehicle at a control post in
Tihuatlán, Veracruz. The criminals were travelling aboard a
stolen trailer when they opened fire on a civilian vehicle, killing
a 74-year old male, and then proceeded to impact the National
Guard vehicle. A shootout ensued between the criminals and
federal forces, leaving one of the criminals injured and under
arrest.

Brazil

Read more: Notiver (Mexico)
9 November 2020: Truck drivers who travel the
federal highways of Pernambuco have complained

9 November 2020: Authorities in the State of

about the constant lack of security on the roads.

Mexico arrested the leader and three additional

From January to October this year, the Social

members of a criminal group dedicated to

Defense Department (SDS) recorded 439 cargo

cargo theft, drug dealing, and extortion of public

thefts in the state.

transportation lines in Ecatepec, State of Mexico. As part of

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

the investigation, authorities located a property in Xochitenco,
Ecatepec with several cases of food products.
Read more: Agencia de Noticias NVM (Mexico)
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U.S. & Canada

5 November 2020: The logistics of delivering
a COVID-19 vaccine to all Americans will

11 November 2020: Just as warnings have been

be historic. The deputy director for supply,

issued for a difficult winter due to the ongoing

production and distribution for Operation Warp

COVID-19 pandemic, a trucking analyst warned this

Speed (OWS), provided a detailed breakdown of this logistics

week that the pandemic will lead to retail shortages

mission, explaining the broader strategy of OWS to accelerate

at least through the holiday season, complicating an already

the development, manufacturing and distribution of COVID-19

imbalanced supply chain.

vaccines and therapeutics.

Read more: Overdrive Online

Read more: FreightWaves.com

10 November 2020: The South Carolina Ports

5 November 2020: A batch of limited edition guitars

Authority’s (SCPA) headline numbers did not

valued at $95,000 that was headed for Fort Wayne

come from the seashore. The SCPA said that

was stolen off a delivery truck outside Indianapolis

its two inland ports had a record October with a

last week.

combined total of 16,404 rail moves. Inland Port Greer reported

Read more: WANE-TV (Fort Wayne, IN)

12,935 rail moves, up 9.2% year-over-year, and Inland Port
Dillon had 3,469 rail moves, up nearly 40% from October 2019.

5 November 2020: Medley, Florida police

Read more: FreightWaves.com

have solved the case of purloined medical grade
gloves that were taken from a warehouse in Coral

9 November 2020: Port of New York and New

Springs last month.

Jersey officials announced they are “taking extra

Read more: WFOR-TV (Miami, FL)

measures to keep the supply chain fluid.” The
port set a monthly container record in August with

5 November 2020: Federal regulators want to

688,365 twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs). It then broke that

improve industry’s ability to perform air cargo

record in September by handling 720,969 TEUs, a 15.4% year-

security checks and explosives detection

over-year increase.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

technology to help meet forthcoming international
requirements for screening 100% of export freight on all-cargo
aircraft.

6 November 2020: Two key trade associations

Read more: FreightWaves.com

representing drayage companies that operate in
the ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles are
asking for a temporary suspension of detention and
demurrage charges from the key entry ports that are currently
overwhelmed with business.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
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