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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
4 December 2020.
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Nigeria
1 December 2020: The Commissioner of Lagos
State Police Command has frowned at the careless
attitude of banks and financial institutions in Lagos
State to the security of bank facilities and Cashin-Transit. The CP made his position known at a meeting with
Banks and Cash In Transit officials at the conference hall of the
Command in Ikeja.
Read more: The Eagle (Nigeria)
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United Kingdom

South Africa

3 December 2020: The international vaccine

3 December 2020: In the view of security

supply chain has been targeted by cyber-

analysts, gang methods—including cutting power

espionage, according to IBM. The company says

to take out CCTV cameras, taking hostages and

it tracked a campaign aimed at the delivery “cold

using explosives in some cases to blow through

chain” used to keep vaccines at the right temperature during

perimeter walls—suggest they have recruited former members

transportation.

of the police and armed forces, or ex-private security personnel.

Read more: BBC News

Read more: Business Live (South Africa)

3 December 2020: Police are appealing for any

30 November 2020: Five unidentified armed

information about the theft of a trailer containing

robbers ambushed a Mukuru-bound Cash-

over £300,000 worth of commercial property.

in-Transit vehicle and stole USD $35,000, ZAR

Shortly after midnight, a white truck cab entered

350,000, and ZWL $2,000. The five gunmen

the yard of a company in Avonmouth, Bristol. In less than five

disarmed the security guards and stole the cash box that

minutes, offenders had hooked up a trailer containing a large

contained the money before speeding from the crime scene in

amount of professional catering equipment (including high end

a car.

cutlery and kitchen knives) and took off from the site.

Read more: iHarare.com (South Africa)

Read more: Avon and Somerset Police (U.K.)
26 November 2020: Criminals who have
27 November 2020: Two robbers are thought to

taken advantage of the grievances of truck

be behind a spate of terrifying Cash-in-Transit thefts

drivers are vandalising and torching trucks.

across south Manchester. In one theft a knife was

Truck drivers took to the streets of Durban

held to the throat of a security guard, and another

to protest over the hiring of foreign nationals

threatened with an axe. Now a £5,000 reward is being offered

in the industry. Following the torching of about thirty trucks

by a security company in a bid to identify the criminals.

the previous week, more trucks were set alight from 23-24

Read more: Manchester Evening News (U.K.)

November.
Read more: News24 (South Africa)

25 November 2020: Thames Valley Police (TVP)
said that when a truck driver was parked up
outside Magna Park waiting to unload his trailer,
the driver’s cab was broken into by four men who
held him down at knifepoint and then drove him to a layby
northbound on the A5 near Caldecotte. Police said the offenders
forced him out of the cab then set it on fire.

Italy
29 November 2020: A stolen goods
depot with hundreds of leather goods
was discovered by the carabinieri of

Read more: MiltonKeynes.co.uk

the Florence Peretola station during a
check inside a settlement in via del Fossetto. At the end of a
rapid investigation, ten people were reported for the crimes of
receiving stolen goods and invasion of buildings and land.

Sweden

Read more: Tutto Sesto (Italy)

30 November 2020: About 200 robotic vacuum
cleaners were stolen from a truck that was parked
at a rest area along the E4 in Klevshult, south of
Skillingaryd. Police received a report that a truck
driver was woken up by sound, and when he looked out he saw
several people going from his vehicle to another car.
Read more: SVT (Sweden)
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APAC

1 December 2020: A gang surrounded the center
of Criciúma, in the south of Santa Catarina State,
to rob a bank. The heavily armed group invaded
the bank’s regional treasury, set fire, blocked streets
and access to the city, used hostages as shields, and fired

China

several times.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
3 December 2020: China is set to allow a
shipment of Australian coal into the country,

1 December 2020: With the same modus operandi

despite a ban on such imports remaining in

in two truck robberies carried out on the BR-116,

place as tensions between Beijing and Canberra

Police dismantled a gang specialized in cargo theft.

escalate. A cargo of 135,000 tons of Australian thermal coal on

One suspect was arrested during the act when he

the vessel Alpha Era, which has been waiting since late May
to unload at the southern Chinese port of Fangchenggang, is
expected to clear customs and is bound for a local user.

tried to steal a truck of food products. The other, a
supermarket owner in Mondubim, is suspected of receiving the
stolen load.

Read more: Bloomberg.com

Read more: O Povo (Brazil)
1 December 2020: Military Police were alerted
of an ongoing cargo theft and made a tactical

India

siege on the highway. While attempting to
2 December 2020: Unscrupulous thieves in the

approach a suspicious vehicle, the team was attacked by the

city targeted an Electronics showroom in Bisauli.

criminals. Two policemen were hit, one of them died.

The thieves first tried to place a hole in the wall.

Read more: Globo Extra (Brazil)

Unsuccessful, they climbed on the roof and broke the
door of the stairs with an iron rod. According to the showroom
owner, the thieves took away Electronics goods worth about

Mexico

nine lakh rupees.
Read more: Amarujala (India)

1 December 2020: Fourteen people were
arrested in connection to a Facility Theft in
Tepotzotlán, State of Mexico. The group is

North & South
America

accused of stealing MXN $15 million worth of
name brand clothing and accessories from a distribution center.
Read more: Yahoo! News
27 November 2020: Four individuals were arrested
in possession of a jammer, a firearm, and forty-

Brazil

six doses of narcotics while participating in the
Hijacking of a trailer in Puebla, Pue.

2 December 2020: A gang of at least ten
criminals assaulted a bank branch in Cametá. The
perpetrators used city dwellers as a human shield
and attacked the 32nd Battalion of the Military
Police of Pará. One of the hostages died.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

Read more: Curul Puebla (Mexico)
26 November 2020: Authorities rescued a
truck driver and arrested three cargo thieves in
Apaseo el Alto, Guanajuato after receiving an
anonymous report of heavily armed men aboard a grey pick-up
truck. The National Guard seized a jammer, a plastic firearm,
and 100 tire deflation devices.
Read more: Noticias de Queretaro (Mexico)
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U.S. & Canada

30 November 2020: The Transportation
Commission of Colorado approved a resolution

2 December 2020: Many of the nation’s ports,

to advance an interchange project along

especially on the West Coast, are reporting long

Interstate 70 near Denver International Airport,

delays to unload cargo ships. Warehouses near

which will include multimodal features to improve the movement

those facilities are filled as the supply chains are

of goods and people.

overloaded with goods.

Read more: Transport Topics

Read more: Transport Topics
30 November 2020: Transport Canada has
2 December 2020: According to the Advisory

updated the Duty and Rest Period Rules for

Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP),

Railway Operating Employees, placing new limits

transportation workers will be in the second group

on duty-period length; increasing the minimum

of COVID-19 vaccine deployment.

rest period between shifts and establishing limits on total hours

Read more: Fleet Owner

worked per week, month and year.
Read more: Railway Age

1 December 2020: The U.S. Department
30 November 2020: Two Panama City,

of Transportation announced that it has

Florida residents were arrested on grand

taken regulatory measures to facilitate
the safe and rapid transport of the much-anticipated COVID-

theft auto charges. Deputies found a be-on-the-lookout alert

19 vaccine. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s

that identified the two as suspects in recent cargo thefts and

emergency declaration offering hours-of-service relief to truckers

grand theft auto cases. In their hotel room, deputies found a

has been extended to support the emergency transportation

“bump key” — a shaved down key that’s commonly used to

of vaccines, medical supplies and equipment related to the

steal vehicles.

prevention of COVID-19.

Read more: Port Charlotte Sun (Port Charlotte, FL)

Read more: Transport Topics
29 November 2020: Cross-border trade between
1 December 2020: Surrey, B.C. RCMP

Mexico and Arizona continued to gradually

say a stolen semi-trailer, containing

improve in September. Total trade registered a

“approximately $200,000 worth of cargo,”

14% year-over-year decline in September, an

has been recovered.

improvement after a 22% YoY fall in August, according to data

Read more: Surrey Now-Leader (Surrey, BC)

from the U.S. Census Bureau.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

1 December 2020: Major U.S. passenger
airlines are rehearsing final plans, brushing up on

24 November 2020: The Federal Motor

procedures and lining up the right equipment and

Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA)

personnel to support the worldwide distribution of

will publish a request for comment on

COVID-19 vaccines at a variety of required temperatures.

the Transportation Intermediaries Association (TIA) petition

Read more: FreightWaves.com

to overturn a rule that allows parties involved in a brokered
transaction to review records related to the transaction—a
regulation created as trucking was being deregulated in 1980.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written consent
of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit in a theft
prevention capacity. Where possible, we have elected to maintain news articles and briefs in their native grammatical format. ©2020 Carrier.
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