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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles
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relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
18 December 2020.
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Ireland
15 December 2020: Gardaí are appealing for
information following the robbery of a cash box by
a man armed with a hammer. The Cash-in-Transit
(CIT) robbery took place on Thomas Street in
Dublin. A CIT staff member collecting a cash box from a retail
premises was approached and threatened by a man armed with
a hammer as he was returning to a security van. The man took
possession of a cash box, before fleeing the scene on a bicycle.
Read more: Breaking News (Ireland)
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United Kingdom

South Africa

15 December 2020: Truck drivers

14 December 2020: Four men have been arrested

transporting essential supplies across the

in connection with a Cash-in-Transit robbery at a

country are being targeted by criminal

shopping centre in Mbekweni in Paarl. According

gangs amid a shortage of safe parking, hauliers say. One

to a police spokesperson, a security guard was

driver who had goods stolen when he was parked said gangs

coming out of the supermarket after collecting cash when seven

were “running it like a business”. The National Vehicle Crime

suspects approached him. They allegedly pointed a firearm at

Intelligence Service (NaVCIS) said from January to September

him and demanded money as well as his pistol, before fleeing

goods worth £48m had been taken in 3,016 truck thefts.

the scene with an undisclosed amount of cash and the firearm.

Read more: BBC News

Read more: News24 (South Africa)

13 December 2020: Two people have been

13 December 2020: A truck driver was

arrested in connection with the attempted

miraculously left unharmed after an armed

theft of 2,500 litres of diesel from a coach yard

robbery on the R29. The truck driver told police

in Flintshire. Residents in Gwernymynydd

he was driving on Ermelo Road towards Devon when he saw a

reported seeing a large police presence at the coach depot

white car wanting to overtake him. The car drove up alongside

with six police vehicles present. The Hawarden-based police

him and the passenger pointed a gun at the driver, indicating

helicopter was also seen circling above.

he should pull over. The truck driver made a U-turn and drove

Read more: Deeside (U.K.)

towards Springs. The robbers did the same and followed him
and once they had caught up, indicated that if the driver didn’t

12 December 2020: Police are hunting a gang
after ten hot-tubs worth £50,000 were stolen

stop, they were going to shoot him.
Read more: Springs Advertiser (South Africa)

from a company near Edinburgh. The jacuzzis
10 December 2020: A suspect was shot dead and

were taken from the company yard in Macmerry,
near Tranent, overnight. The well-organised crooks used two

two security guards were wounded in a Cash-in-

flatbed trucks and a small crane to make off with the huge spas

Transit robbery in the Fairbreeze area in Tongaat,

that each weigh 450kg.

north of the Durban CBD. IPSS Medical Rescue

Read more: Daily Record (U.K.)

received a report of a shooting and attended to the scene. Upon
arrival, they found that a security guard from the cash vehicle
and another guard were wounded in the shooting.
Read more: IOL (South Africa)

Saudi Arabia
14 December 2020: A boat loaded with
explosives attacked an oil tanker docked at the
Saudi port city of Jeddah, in what the authorities
there called an act of terrorism; the latest in a

Egypt
14 December 2020: Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister

string of strikes against the kingdom’s oil infrastructure in recent

for Expats Affairs Amr Abbas told press that the

weeks. The attack comes amid heightened tensions in the

follow-up with Nigerian authorities is still underway

Middle East between Iran and the U.S. and its regional allies

and that it will persist until two abducted Egyptian

after the killing last month of one of the Islamic Republic’s top

sailors are freed. Both men, along with eight other

nuclear scientists.

crew members, were on board of a general cargo ship which

Read more: The Wall Street Journal

was hijacked by pirates on November 26.
Read more: Egypt Today
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India
11 December 2020: A multi-crore mobile phone
heist was pulled off by an interstate gang enjoying
international patronage. A truck carrying 13,920

Pakistan

mobile phones, manufactured at a facility near
Chennai and bound for Maharashtra, was intercepted by
14 December 2020: The Auditor General

highway robbers who attacked the crew, drove away the

of Pakistan (AGP) has worked out a loss

vehicle and shifted the consignment valued at Rs 15 crore to

amounting to Rs45.5 billion during the current

another truck. During the next four days, the truck travelled

audit of the Pakistan Railways (PR) and its

1,400 kilometers, crossed at least thirty-three toll booths, and

ancillary companies. The supreme audit institution of the country

its number plates were changed more than thirty times, before it

has noted that the PR has no competitor in the country for its

reached a godown in Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh.

railroad services and yet its net loss for the year 2018-19 stands

Read more: Times of India

at Rs32.7 billion.
Read more: Tribune (Pakistan)

China
Bangladesh

8 December 2020: A well-known
manufacturer has reportedly had a huge

13 December 2020: Freight charges have risen

shipment of its new graphics cards stolen from

in the last few weeks due to the adverse effects

its warehouse. The haul is valued by Chinese

of COVID-19 on the global shipping sector,

press to be in the region of 2.2 million yuan, or roughly USD

pushing the cost for importers and exporters in

$335,000. Police are currently investigating the theft, though

Bangladesh, industry people said. Major mainline operations

it would seem the company believes that some of its own

have increased the freight rates citing an acute shortage of

employees may be involved, given the specifics of the theft and

empty containers following a surge in demand for imports.

the ability to bypass the warehouse’s security systems.

Read more: The Daily Star (Bangladesh)

Malaysia
12 December 2020: Ten tonnes of rubber gloves,
valued at about RM250,000, have been stolen

North & South
America

from a company warehouse in Penaga. The
company owner discovered the theft when he
went to the godown. He said the company had bought the
gloves in bulk from a factory and packaged them for sale.
Read more: Free Malaysia Today

Brazil
16 December 2020: A man suspected of
belonging to a cargo theft gang was killed during
a confrontation with agents of the Burglary and
Cargo Theft Police (DRFC). The exchange of gunfire took place
in Itaboraí, in the Metropolitan Region of Rio de Janeiro. The
confrontation happened when agents from the specialized unit
tried to prevent a theft on the BR-101, near Manilha.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
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15 December 2020: In Balsa Nova (PR), the
Federal Highway Police (PRF) arrested four men

Mexico

suspected of stealing cargo and kidnapping truck

16 December 2020: Guanajuato authorities

drivers in the metropolitan region of Curitiba. Two

recovered five stolen cargo vehicles and MXN $1.5

men had electronic anklets that were hidden in aluminum foil.

million worth of cargo in the municipality of Celaya.

The gang carried a small arsenal used in crimes.

The vehicles were apparently reported stolen in

Read more: CGN (Brazil)

Apaseo el Grande, Guanajuato.
Read more: Directorio AM (Mexico)

14 December 2020: One suspect was killed and
three others were arrested during an attempted

14 December 2020: A tanker truck loaded

cargo theft at BR-040, near Duque de Caxias.

with 62,000 liters of diesel was reported stolen

The shooting occurred during an approach by agents of the

in Zacatecas and later recovered in Gómez

Burglary and Cargo Theft Police Station (DRFC) and the Federal

Palacio, Durango.

Highway Police (PRF), who were carrying out an action against

Read more: El Siglo de Durango (Mexico)

this type of crime.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

10 December 2020: Over a thousand boxes
of cooking oil were recovered in Asunción

12 December 2020: Police officers

Nochixtlán, Oaxaca after being stolen on

arrested members of a gang specializing

December 7th in Tepelmeme Villa de Morelos.

in truck thefts. Three drivers held captive

Read more: Imparcial Oaxaca (Mexico)

by the gang were released. Three people were arrested. The
trucks were recovered.
Read more: Visão Oeste (Brazil)

U.S. & Canada
12 December 2020: Figures on the state’s
criminal indexes, released by the Public
Security Secretariat in late November,
show that in Jundiaí some types of thefts
decreased between January and October, compared to the
same period last year. Cut by major highways, Jundiaí had a
34.49% drop in cargo theft in the ten months of 2020 compared
to the same period last year. There were 76 cases against 116.
Between September and October there was an increase of
50%, with the cases going from six to nine.

14 December 2020: A statewide hunt
is underway for unknown subject or
subjects who have stolen a parcel delivery
truck in Lebanon, Tennessee. A parcel delivery employee was
in the back of the vehicle when an unknown subject jumped
into the driver’s seat and drove away. The employee was able to
jump from the truck without injury. The doors were still open as
the thief drove away with packages falling from the truck.
Read more: Manchester Times (Manchester, TN)

Read more: Jornal da Cidade (Brazil)
14 December 2020: Over the weekend, a convoy
of trucks loaded with the first doses of the COVID19 vaccine headed to airports and distribution
centers as part of Operation Warp Speed.
Read more: Fleet Owner
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11 December 2020: Dry ice is a hot commodity.
It is a primary way COVID-19 vaccines will be
preserved during transport from the manufacturer
to administration sites and for storage in some
locations. The Federal Aviation Administration cautioned
commercial aircraft operators to pay close attention to the risk of
carrying too much dry ice in the cargo hold.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
10 December 2020: Three rigs were
stolen in Amarillo, Texas just this week;
but that isn’t the only place experiencing
truck theft, and officials say it may be a rising trend. According
to the Amarillo Police Department, semi truck theft is somewhat
rare in the area due to the skillset needed to even get the big
rigs started, so the three thefts in the last week have officials
puzzled. In fact, up until this last week, only five total semi truck
thefts were reported in Amarillo for the entire year.
Read more: CDL Life
10 December 2020: The Port of Long Beach
joined the lengthening list of record setters by
announcing it had marked its best November
ever.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

The next edition of the Sensitech Supply Chain
Intelligence Center Global Intelligence Note will be
1 January 2021. Sensitech would like to wish everyone
Happy Holidays and a wonderful New Year!

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written consent
of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit in a theft
prevention capacity. Where possible, we have elected to maintain news articles and briefs in their native grammatical format. ©2020 Carrier.
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