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Kenya
2 January 2021: A truck driver who reported
the theft of 324 bags of coffee en route to
Mombasa from Kampala is in custody as
the key suspect in the case. The Directorate
of Criminal Investigations said the driver stopped for supper,
locking the truck nearby. Upon returning to the vehicle two and
a half hours later, he had found three men already in the driver’s
cabin, who forcefully took control of the truck and threw him out
a short distance past the Gilgil weighbridge. The abandoned
truck was later found with only 10 of its original load of 334
bags of coffee. Preliminary investigations by detectives poked
holes in the narrative reported to the police.
Read more: Citizen (Kenya)
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South Africa

30 December 2020: A major theft was
committed from a warehouse in Ochakovo-

4 January 2021: Free State police are searching for

Matveyevsky, west of Moscow. Unidentified

a group of armed robbers after a “cross-pavement”

persons took out telephones, clothes

robbery that claimed the life of a G4S security

and household chemicals. A representative of the company

guard. The incident occurred at around 11:45am

contacted the police and announced the theft of goods worth

in Heidedal. Security guards were collecting cash at a local

1.7 million rubles.

supermarket when they were accosted by the robbers.

Read more: Rosbalt (Russia)

Read more: Times Live (South Africa)
29 December 2020: Metal items were stolen
4 January 2021: It is possible that the same people

from a warehouse of one organization in the

who carried out a heist in Pretoria on Tuesday

Metallurgical District of Chelyabinsk. A resident of

struck again near Soweto on Wednesday. Police

Chelyabinsk turned to the police department with a

said the two heists had striking similarities—an SUV

statement about the theft of metal products from the company’s

rammed into a cash van, causing it to come to a halt.

warehouse in the amount of over 36,000 rubles. Criminal

Read more: Times Live (South Africa)

investigation officers detained a 28-year-old unemployed
suspect. The stolen goods were confiscated and returned to the
owner of the organization.
Read more: PLN-Pskov (Russia)

Spain
30 December 2020: Police have recovered

APAC

€10,000 worth of toys stolen from a warehouse in
Sevilla and arrested three people. The trio (who
all have police records) have also been charged
with other thefts and robberies. A National Police operation,
called Baltasar, began on 6 December after a shop in Avenida

Vietnam

Montes Sierra, Utrera, was broken into and €86,000 worth of
toys were taken. According to sources, the thieves disabled the
establishment’s security system and used a lorry to transport the
large quantity of stolen goods.
Read more: Euro Weekly News

2 January 2021: Two men blatantly stole fish
when a truck stopped at a red light. Video
shows two men running up and jumping onto
the side of the truck, lifting a tarp covering the truck bed, then
grabbing at least five fish before running off.
Read more: AutoPro (Vietnam)

Russia
31 December 2020: An unemployed 19-yearold man will face trial for theft of gas cylinders. A
young man entered a warehouse in the village of
Seltso Knyazevo, Gdovskiy district, opening the
door with the key he had brought with him. Then he took out
four 50-litre gas cylinders on a garden wheelbarrow. As a result
of the theft, the victim suffered damage in the amount of 16,200
rubles.
Read more: PLN-Pskov (Russia)

Pakistan
30 December 2020: A man and his gang of three
robbers stole Rs400,000 from a cement warehouse.
After the robbery, employees working in the factory
grabbed hold of one of the robbers and called the
police. During the commotion, the leader of the gang opened
fire at his accomplice and fled the scene. A labourer was injured
during the shootout as well.
Read more: Samaa (Pakistan)
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North & South
America

21 December 2020: Civil police officers from the
Specialized Police captured one of the biggest
vehicle and cargo robbers in the municipalities of
Niterói and São Gonçalo. He was caught in the
Vila Margarida neighborhood, municipality of Itaguaí, where he
was on the run after learning that police had four arrest warrants
out on him.

Brazil

Read more: O São Gonçalo (Brazil)
29 December 2020: Civil Police arrested twenty
people and seized properties, luxury cars and
R $ 200,000 in cash, in an operation against a
cargo theft organization in Rio Grande do Norte

Mexico

State. The criminal organization practiced cargo theft, money

2 January 2021: In a collaborative effort between

laundering, reception (trade of stolen load), among other crimes

public and private entities, twelve cargo theft

in the state. The investigation began eight months ago, after

reaction centers will be installed throughout the

the same cargo drivers reported repeated thefts and registered
police reports, which generated suspicion.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

country during 2021, in the states most affected
by this criminal activity. These include Nuevo León, State of
Mexico, Guanajuato, Querétaro, among others. This initiative
began in 2020 with similar reaction centers in Puebla, Veracruz,

27 December 2020: An investigation by the Civil

and Tlaxcala.

Police reveals that the largest and most violent

Read more: Colimanoticias (Mexico)

gang specializing in cargo theft and distribution
centers uses communities in the Favela da Maré,
in the North Zone of Rio de Janeiro, as a hideout
and starting point for their actions. According to the police, men
armed with rifles who used the traffic structure of the Favelas
Parque União and Nova Holanda, in Bonsucesso, are behind
at least 82 robberies and attempted robberies, which occurred
between 2017 and 2020, totaling a loss in the period estimated
at R $ 200 million.
Read more: Globo Extra (Brazil)
22 December 2020: Cargo theft dropped
this year in the entire state of Rio de
Janeiro, compared to the same period
in 2019. According to data from the
Public Security Institute (ISP), there were 4,196 cases in the
ten months of 2020 (January to October) and 358 in October.
When compared to last year, the indicator fell by 34% in relation
to the accumulated in the year and by 38% when compared to
October. This reduction in cargo theft was the result of work of
military, civil and federal highway police.

30 December 2020: Cargo train thieves
sabotaged two meters of railway in Acultzingo,
Puebla to derail a train transporting luxury
vehicles destined for the European market.
At least eleven train wagons of these vehicles overturned.
Railway authorities mention that this is becoming an increasingly
common practice, as criminals often prefer to derail the trains
and return for the discarded wagons and cargo at a later time.
Read more: Turquesa News (Mexico)
28 December 2020: Cargo losses due to
Pilferage exceeded MXN $72 million in the state
of Campeche during 2020. The losses were
accumulated during thirty-three incidents in which
cargo was stolen from overturned vehicles. While
the total decreased as compared to 2019, the significant losses
have lead the State’s Congress to push reforms that would
make such cargo theft punishable by up to two years in prison.
Read more: Tribuna Campeche (Mexico)

Read more: ZM Notícias (Brazil)
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U.S. & Canada

21 December 2020: An Oakland, California man
has been charged in a federal criminal complaint

29 December 2020: A warehouse manager for a

with robbery affecting interstate commerce. The

Fairfield, New Jersey medical supply company

criminal complaint alleges that between August

was charged with stealing $127,000 worth of

11, 2020, and September 25, 2020, the man

medical equipment.

committed at least six robberies or attempted robberies of

Read more: TapInto.net (West Essex, NJ)

United States Postal Service (USPS) letter carriers in East
Oakland with one or more unknown conspirators.

29 December 2020: Calling it a major step

Read more: U.S. Department of Justice

toward fully integrating 1.7 million drones into the
national airspace system, the Federal Aviation

21 December 2020: As part of its

Administration has released two new rules it said

continued response to the COVID-19

will increase safety and innovation within the transportation

pandemic, the Federal Motor Carrier

industry’s fastest-growing segment.

Safety Administration has issued a waiver offering regulatory

Read more: PYMNTS.com

relief to commercial driver license and commercial learner permit
holders.

23 December 2020: COVID-19 vaccines are

Read more: Transport Topics

literally worth more than gold. That’s the kind of
value that criminal elements and other bad actors
like to exploit. Behind the scenes, governments
and industry are adding new layers of security to prevent them
from stealing the new biologic medicines or their digital recipes.
The most visible sign that COVID vaccines are no ordinary
shipments is the presence of armed U.S. marshals on the floor
of distribution centers and in vehicle escorts.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
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