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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
11 January 2021.
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Algeria
8 January 2021: Police managed to arrest
a criminal group consisting of three people
on charges of truck theft, drug promotion,
and possession of hallucinogenic tablets. The
attention of the police was brought to a truck traveling at high
speed, which they followed. After an investigation was opened,
the truck was found to be stolen.
Read more: Ennahar Online (Algeria)
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South Africa

Zimbabwe

7 January 2021: The Federation of East

6 January 2021: The Zimbabwe Republic Police

and Southern African Road Transport

(ZRP) is investigating the armed theft of USD $2.5

Associations (Fesarta) and the South

million and ZWL$40,000 from a Cash-in-Transit

African Association of Freight Forwarders (SAAFF) have blamed

truck at Gwebi Bridge layby. It is alleged that three

the SA government for delays at the Lebombo border crossing

complainants were travelling in a single cab vehicle on their way

station in Komatipoort, Mpumalanga. The delays were

to Chinhoyi to conduct a Cash-in-Transit task. Onboard, they

attributed to COVID-19 testing done on the SA side of the

had seven cash boxes containing the money.

border with Mozambique and there were a large number of

Read more: Pindula (Zimbabwe)

trucks creating huge congestion in the area.
Read more: Times Live (South Africa)
6 January 2021: An alleged Cash-in-Transit robber

Italy

was seriously injured when the gang he was part of

2 January 2021: Details of an 18 October 2016

tried to blast open a van near Randfontein, west of

Hijacking were presented in an Italian court. Three of

Johannesburg. The incident happened on the R28

the members of a commando, made up of at least

Main Reef Road in the Mohlakeng area.

twelve men, attacked a security van on the A27

Read more: Times Live (South Africa)

carrying just over €4 million. The public prosecutor of Treviso
has in fact put under investigation the three men believed to be
the masterminds of the operation that yielded only €245,000 of
the more than €4 million contained in the armored car.

Russia

Read more: Tribuna Treviso (Italy)

7 January 2021: Police detained two men
suspected of stealing beer from a warehouse
in Cherepovets. The defendants were noticed

APAC

at night at the intersection of Pionerskaya and
Severnoye as they dragged two boxes with 1.5-liter bottles.
The suspects in the theft were taken to the police station. Law
enforcement officers also found a minibus with its radio stolen

China

on site at the warehouse.
Read more: NewsVo (Russia)

5 January 2021: On the China-Kazakhstan
30 December 2020: The traffic police crew

border, rail freight wagons and trucks have

detained a Hijacked truck for thirty minutes,

been backed up for over a month as China
tightens import restrictions, leaving Kazakh

using CCTV cameras to find the suspect. The
incident took place in the Leninsky district of

goods destined for China sitting idle. Rail freight backed up at

Novosibirsk. The driver left the truck open with a

the Dostyk and Altynkol border crossings reportedly totals more

key in the ignition switch near a house on Svyazistov Street. The

than 7,000 wagons, some of which have been waiting for up

truck belonged to the company for which the man works. The

to 42 days. Freight delays started in October, with agricultural

Hijacking was reported to the police.

exporters hit hardest, as grain and oilseed products can spoil if

Read more: Sibkray (Russia)

not delivered on time.
Read more: The Diplomat
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India

31 December 2020: Cut by major
highways, Jundiaí had a 33.34% drop in
5 January 2021: There will be faster freight

cargo theft occurrences between January

service on Indian Railways. Goods trains run

and November 2020 compared to the

at 90 kmph on newly launched Eastern DFC

same period last year. There were 82 cases against 123. There

stretch. At present, the Dedicated Freight

was also a fall of 33.34%, from October to November. The

Corridor Corporation of India Limited (DFCCIL) is carrying out

cases went from nine to six.

the construction of 3,342-km long Eastern DFC and Western

Read more: Jornal Dá Cia (Brazil)

DFC for exclusive movement of freight trains.
Read more: Financial Express (India)

Mexico

North & South
America

6 January 2021: Puebla authorities arrested
a known cargo and car thief in San Bartolo
Teontepec, Puebla. At the time of his arrest,
the individual was in possession of a sawed-off
shotgun and a jamming device.
Read more: Diario Cambio (Mexico)

Brazil
4 January 2021: A Police Station specializing in

2 January 2021: The surveillance camera of a truck

cargo theft on highways in the State of Bahia

recorded the moment in which Cuautitlán Izcalli

(Decarga) is based in Feira de Santana. With

transit officers assaulted a truck driver, stealing his

operations throughout the state, this year alone

personal belongings. The National Confederation
of Mexican Transporters (CONATRAM, by its initials

Decarga recovered more than ten million reais in goods. On
average, one stolen cargo was recovered per week in Bahia, a

in Spanish) reported that municipal authorities would not allow

lower number compared to 2019, likely due to the pandemic.

them to file a report due to a shortage of personnel.

Read more: Acorda Cidade (Brazil)

Read more: 24-Horas (Mexico)

3 January 2021 Cargo theft (non-

31 December 2020: Authorities recovered 29

confrontational technique) in 2020 fell 3%

packages stolen from a parcel delivery truck

in the state but grew 15% in Greater Belo

days earlier. Investigations of the cargo theft

Horizonte (from 75 to 86 records). In this

led authorities to a property in San Pedro

set of 34 cities around Belo Horizonte, thefts from January to

Totoltepec, Toluca, where, in addition to the cargo, authorities

mid-March 2020 (pre-pandemic) were 45% above January to

also located the vehicle used to carry out the theft.

March 2019; From April to October there was no variation in

Read more: El Sol de Toluca (Mexico)

occurrences from one year to the next. In Belo Horizonte, cargo
thefts increased by 47%, from 17 to 25 records between 2020
and 2019. Hijackings (use of threat) decreased between 2019
and 2020 in the state as a whole (-12%), and in Belo Horizonte
(-6%). However, insecurity for truck drivers and carriers
continued in the city of Grande. In this region, records increased
16%, jumping from 85 occurrences to 96, between January and
October.
Read more: Acorda Cidade (Brazil)
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U.S. & Canada

31 December 2020: Raton, New Mexico Crime
Stoppers is looking for information related to a

5 January 2021: As vaccines roll out more

cargo truck that may be transporting stolen goods.

broadly, and countries begin to get the coronavirus

Crime Stoppers says the cargo truck may be

under control, attention will turn to the recovery

carrying the items across state lines to Colorado

and a return to normal operations. The supply
chain will play an integral role in this effort, and will itself emerge

and surrounding states.
Read more: KRQE-TV (Albuquerque, NM)

in a different shape, with COVID-19 leaving a lasting legacy on
many areas of transportation and warehousing.

30 December 2020: An unusual ship carrying

Read more: Supply Chain Brain

an unusual cargo docked at the Port of Oakland.
Secured to the deck of the heavy load carrier

1 January 2021: New Jersey has

were three giant container cranes bound for the

become the first state in the nation to

Port’s International Container Terminal. The three cranes, which

announce plans to adopt California’s

were carried by a ship across the Pacific Ocean from China, will

Advanced Clean Truck (ACT) and Heavy-Duty Omnibus rules

be the tallest ever used at the Port of Oakland.

as momentum builds to expand the Golden State’s aggressive

Read more: CNet.com

zero-emission trucking policies to other parts of the country.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

29 December 2020: As the COVID-19 pandemic
stretches into 2021, the trucking industry will

31 December 2020: A Chattanooga,

continue to address coronavirus-related challenges

Tennessee-based business partnership

while confronting issues that existed long before

is lobbying the state of Georgia to
include “Freight Alley” in its plan to open truck-only lanes along

most people had ever touched a face mask.
Read more: Transport Topics

Interstate 75.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
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