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8 February 2021

The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
8 February 2021.
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Italy

South Africa............................................................................. 2

3 February 2021: Warehouse workers have been

Russia...................................................................................... 2

charged with stealing €75,000 of goods from a

Germany.................................................................................. 2

logistics company for which they worked and are

Spain........................................................................................ 2

now awaiting sentencing. Investigations began in
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June 2020. The warehouse was responsible for

APAC

storing and managing materials destined for destruction or

China........................................................................................ 3

customer returns on behalf of an online retailer.

Singapore................................................................................. 3

Read more: Transport Online

Australia................................................................................... 3
North & South America

30 January 2021: During an inspection of the Todi

Brazil........................................................................................ 3

Road detachment, policemen ordered a truck to

Mexico..................................................................................... 4

stop in order to check it. The driver ignored the

U.S. & Canada......................................................................... 4

order to stop, tried to hit the police, and after a
chase, abandoned the vehicle on the road. The platform truck,
full of construction tools and equipment (among other items),
was stolen the night before at a construction site in Cesena; it
was recovered.
Read more: La Nazione (Italy)
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South Africa

Germany

4 February 2021: A gang of robbers made

2 February 2021: Tutow’s agricultural trade company

off with a load of headache powders after

building was raided overnight, and pesticides worth

Hijacking a truck in Port Elizabeth. A police

some €500,000 were stolen. Officials discovered the

spokesperson said the truck was travelling along
Old Grahamstown Road towards Deal Party at about 2:00 am

invasion the next morning.
Read more: Nordkurier (Germany)

when the hijackers struck.
Read more: Herald Live (South Africa)

31 January 2021: Thieves stole tens of thousands
of FFP-2 masks from a truck in Berlin. A trucking

29 January 2021: A truck driver was severely

company noticed the missing masks on Saturday.

beaten after attackers threw a petrol bomb into

At around 3:30 p.m. they alerted the police. They

his truck that failed to ignite on R59. Not satisfied

had picked up the masks in the Dahme-Spreewald district and

with smashing the driver’s window, the attackers

then reloaded them in Britz at the company’s headquarters and

dragged the driver out of his cab and beat him. The victim is

locked the van. The police have already started the investigation.

one of five whose trucks were attacked that night.

Read more: T-online (Germany)

Read more: SA Trucker (South Africa)
29 January 2021: Unknown thieves struck seven
26 January 2021: A dramatic Fast & Furious-type

times in the parking lot of the gas station and

scene unfolded in the town of Porterville, Western

rest area Kassel Ost near Lohfelden by cutting

Cape, after a man stole a truck and sped through

the tarpaulins on parked truck trailers. With their

the streets.

actions, they caused property damage in the four-digit range.

Read more: Times Live (South Africa)

According to previous knowledge, the loot of the perpetrators
was comparatively small —they stole about 180 cans of whiskey
cola from one of the trailers, but apparently nothing was stolen
from the other three.

Russia

Read more: PressePortal (Germany)
2 February 2021: Three Kalmykia residents
have been charged after damaging a pipeline and

Spain

trying to steal crude oil. With the help of special
devices, they hit a pipeline and, used a hose
to raw material into a truck tank, then left the scene with the

2 February 2021: A thief stole a bag of about

aim of selling oil on the side. However, the men’s actions were

€60,000 from an armored truck in Manresa. One of

prevented by police and private guards.

the guards was carrying a purse full of money from

Read more: Neftegaz (Russia)

a bank when a man approached him, forcibly took
it and fled.
Read more: El Pais (Spain)

28 January 2021: Two residents of the
Korenevsky district were found guilty in
Sudzhansky District Court of committing large-scale
theft. The organized criminal group included four
factory workers who decided to steal the company’s copper.
From June to September 2019, they accumulated about 3 tons
of copper, totaling 1.5 million rubles.
Read more: GTRK Kursk (Russia)
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France

Australia
1 February 2021: One or more thieves entered

27 January 2021: Australian manufacturers

the site of a transport company based in

are being warned to expect further delays from

Sandouville, in the industrial-port area of Le

China as 2021 ramps up. A leading global

Havre (Seine -Maritime) in the overnight hours.

freight forwarder has surveyed its customers to

They fractured the seals on nine containers, targeting shipments

understand the key issues supply chain experts

of tools.

anticipate this year. Three quarters of respondents to the survey

Read more: Actu (France)

said they think the biggest risk to supply chain efficiency is port
disruptions.

30 January 2021: Seven people have been arrested

Read more: Industry Update (Australia)

following the September 2020 theft of Bordeaux
wines worth around €800,000.
Read more: 20 Minutes (France)

North & South
America

29 January 2021: Three people appeared in court
for thefts from an online retailer worth more than
€32,000. Two were sentenced to fifteen months in
prison and a six month suspended prison sentence.
The third was released.
Read more: La République (France)

Brazil
2 February 2021: The Municipality of

APAC

São Caetano do Sul, through Seseg
(Secretariat of Security), reached yet another
great level when receiving the survey from the SSP (Secretariat
of Security of the State of São Paulo), confirming the drop in
crime in the year 2020 in comparison to the year 2019, in the

China

following types: Theft of vehicles (cargo and others), thefts of
vehicles and others (robbery), and intentional homicide.
29 January 2021: A new COVID-driven

Read more: ABC Do ABC (Brazil)

bottleneck has hit the supply chain out of China:
A severe shortage of truck drivers and air routes
disrupted by crew restrictions.

1 February 2021: A man was arrested after
being caught with a stolen load of meat at

Read more: The Loadstar (U.K.)

Fernão Dias in Atibaia. According to the
Military Police, the cargo is estimated at R $
1.2 million.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

Singapore

1 February 2021: The Military Police (PM) recovered

29 January 2021: Incidents of armed robbery

a stolen truck with a load of beer worth 173,000

against ships continue to occur to ships while

reais in the Eastern Contour, near the BR-277

underway in the Singapore Strait. During
25 –29 January, three incidents were reported on
board ships while underway in the eastbound lane of the Traffic
Separation Scheme (TSS) in the Singapore Strait.

viaduct, towards São José dos Pinhais, Metropolitan
Region of Curitiba.
Read more: Banda B (Brazil)

Read more: Hellenic Shipping News
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31 January 2021: Two people were arrested after
an assault on a truck with a cargo of Electronics

U.S. & Canada

estimated at almost R $ 1 million on Washington

4 February 2021: The Commercial

Highway, near km 98.

Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) has

Read more: O Dia (Brazil)

set the date for its 2021 International
Roadcheck, the 72-hour blitz of commercial vehicle inspections
across North America. From May 4-6, law enforcement officers
will focus on lighting and hours of service (HOS).

Mexico

Read more: Fleet Owner

3 February 2021: A trailer loaded with various

1 February 2021: One of Hendricks County

department store goods such as clothing, home

(Indiana) Health Department’s trailers used for the

appliances, and motorcycles was recovered on a

COVID-19 vaccine clinic at the Hendricks County

property in San Jacinto Amilpas, Oaxaca, where
authorities also secured a GPS jammer.
Read more: El Universal (Mexico)

Fairgrounds in Danville was stolen. The trailer
did not contain COVID-19 vaccines, but it did have more than
$10,000 in personal protective equipment for vaccine clinic
volunteers and workers.

2 February 2021: The theft of a trailer loaded with

Read more: WTHR-TV (Indianapolis, IN)

over MXN $1 million worth of aluminum ingots is
just one example of the levels of cargo theft risk in

1 February 2021: Freight forwarders, cargo

the State of Guanajuato, which currently registers

security companies, truck drivers and warehouse

the highest numbers of cargo theft incidents as reported at the

operators are also covered by a new face mask

federal level.
Read more: Directorio AM (Mexico)

mandate on commercial travel when they are on
airport or seaport property, according to agencies implementing
the rule.

31 January 2021: Authorities recovered a load

Read more: FreightWaves.com

of stolen Pharmaceuticals in Huehuetoca, State
of Mexico. The cargo had been reported stolen

29 January 2021: Ship congestion around the

when it was Hijacked as it was being transported

ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach hit an

on Highway Mexico-Queretaro.

unprecedented level, worsening the bottleneck at

Read more: El Universal (Mexico)

the busiest gateway for U.S. imports.
Read more: Transport Topics
28 January 2021: In a letter sent to
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, the ATA and 49 state
trucking associations requested that the CDC move truckers
into phase 1b of its COVID-19 vaccine recommendation from
their current status in phase 1c.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
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