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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles
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relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
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Global
24 February 2021: A new investigation of maritime
piracy reveals that pirate attacks occur more
frequently in locations where destructive and illegal
fishing practices take place. Most of the world’s fishers
rely on small-scale fisheries that are vulnerable to destructive
and illegal fishing practices. Some fishers may turn to piracy
to mitigate loss of income and protect against illegal foreign
fishing fleets. However, previous research has not adequately
addressed the location-specific factors that influence piracy,
leaving this hypothesis unresolved.
Read more: EurekAlert!
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United Kingdom

Russia

24 February 2021: A man who fired a gas-

24 February 2021: A resident of the city of

powered air weapon at police officers after

Kstovo is suspected of stealing ten laptops

stealing a truck at gunpoint in Swindon has

from the organization where he previously

been jailed for a catalogues of offences. While on bail, he went

worked. The head of a company in Nizhny

to his former employer’s offices and, armed with a weapon,

Novgorod addressed the police department with a statement

stole a truck. Police officers, including armed response officers,

about the theft of computer equipment. According to the

attended and intercepted it in the Rivermead Industrial Estate, in

company, the stolen laptops were kept in a warehouse.

Westlea.

Read more: Vgoroden.ru (Russia)

Read more: UKNIP 247 (U.K.)
24 February 2021: Uporovskie police have
23 February 2021: Thieves stole a “substantial”

detained suspects in the theft of 200 kilograms

amount of goods from a truck after slicing

of grain. The perpetrators arrived at the

through its side-curtains, according to police. The

warehouse of a local agricultural enterprise late

criminals targeted the HGV when it was parked in

at night, bent back a sheet of iron in the wall, and entered the

a lay-by outside the village of Walcote, near Lutterworth. The

facility. The intruders pulled out the sacks of grain and loaded

items stolen included parts for cookers, police reported.

them onto a small sled.

Read more: Leicester Mercury (U.K.)

Read more: Tumen Today (Russia)

20 February 2021: A gang member is now

24 February 2021: The duty station of

facing a long prison sentence after spending

the Lviv police department of the Russian

seven years on the run. Led by notorious brothers

MIA Administration for Podolsk received

behind a wave of explosions that shocked police,

a statement from a representative of

the gang used oxyacetylene gas to blow up ATMs and roared

a commercial organization that an unknown person tried to

off at speeds of around 150 mph. The gas, used by established

steal goods from the company’s warehouse in the village of

gangs in France and Holland, had not been used by criminals in

Koledino, Lvovsky microdistrict. The total amount of material

the U.K. before the gang’s reign of chaos began.

damage was over 97,000 rubles.

Read more: Liverpool Echo (U.K.)

Read more: Podolsk Riamo (Russia)

20 February 2021: A man has been fined

22 February 2021: RZD Railways has

£3,000 at Belfast Crown Court for the illegal

conducted tests to determine the technical

importation of prescription medicines. The

feasibility of increasing the weight of freight trains

33-year-old was sentenced for unlawfully

at the border-crossing point between Grodekovo,

importing over 70,000 tablets of a narcolepsy prescription drug.

north of Vladivostok, and Suifenhe, China. Currently, freight

The man had previously pleaded guilty to three counts before

trains on the non-electrified Vozdvyzhensk –Grodekovo–Suifenhe

the court for unlawfully importing the unlicensed prescription

line are limited to 3,600 tonnes and a maximum of 41 standard

drugs and unlawful possession of the drugs with intent to supply

wagons. The tests showed that the weight of freight trains can

them.

be increased to 5,200 tonnes.

Read more: Belfast Live (U.K.)

Read more: RailJournal.com
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APAC

Germany
24 February 2021: German customs officials have
found more than 16 metric tons (17.6 U.S. tons)
of cocaine in containers that arrived in Hamburg
from Paraguay. Another 7.2 metric tons (7.9 U.S.

Southeast Asia

tons) of cocaine were seized in Belgium and a suspect was
arrested in The Netherlands. The Hamburg customs office

24 February 2021: Piracy in Southeast Asia is

described the find in the German port as the biggest quantity

declining. Better security co-operation has resulted

of cocaine ever seized in Europe and one of the biggest single

in dwindling membership of the terrorist Abu Sayyaf

seizures worldwide.

Group, no recent kidnappings and few serious crimes

Read more: WWNY-TV (Watertown, NY)

against vessels.
Read more: Lloyds List

24 February 2021: Tarpaulin slashers struck
on the A9 near Dessau at the tank and
rest area in Köckern-Ost. The perpetrators
captured 90 bicycles and 24 e-bikes valued at around €120,000
from a trailer truck.
Read more: MZ-Web (Germany)

India
23 February 2021: A 25-year-old man was allegedly
caught stealing five high-end mobile phones from
a container at the customs warehouse at Bombay

24 February 2021: A German man suspected in

Port Trust in Sewri. The theft at the highly-guarded

three heists against money transporters, including

warehouse just before the goods were to be examined by the

one at Cologne-Bonn airport, was arrested in the

customs has raised serious concern.

Netherlands. The 60-year-old is alleged to have

Read more: The Times of India

participated in the robberies in Cologne in 2018 and at the
airport and in Frankfurt in 2019. Two guards were wounded
in the latter attacks, and the suspect is accused of using a
machine-gun in the airport robbery.
Read more: Medicine Hat News (Medicine Hat, AB)

21 February 2021: When a garment shop
worker wanted to start his own business, he
stole clothes at his boss’s warehouse. When the
owner came to know of the deed, he caught his
employee in the act of stealing clothes with some help from a
few of his friends.

The Netherlands

Read more: Pune Mirror (India)

22 February 2021: Two investigation teams from

21 February 2021: The Amritsar rural police

the Royal Netherlands Marechaussee (KMar) started

have nabbed a dismissed officer for allegedly

investigations last year into two separate thefts in

extorting and robbing commuters in the

which various loads of Electronics were taken from

Jandiala Guru area by posing as a cop. The

companies at the airport. Both cargoes represented a total value

police got information that a man impersonating a police officer

of around €19 million. Suspects have now been arrested.

was intercepting truck drivers while entering the holy city, then

Read more: Dutch It-channel (The Netherlands)

extorting money from them while threatening to file a report and
put them behind bars.
Read more: Tribune India
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North & South
America

19 February 2021: An operation carried out
by Civil Police resulted in the arrest of three
people. The suspects are investigated for theft
of a load of mozzarella cheese, valued at R $
500,000, at a gas station located in the municipality of São Luiz
do Norte. During the action, the trio allegedly kept the driver
in captivity, under strong threat of death with guns, for twelve

Brazil

hours. Investigations point out that the group was acting in
25 February 2021: Police thwarted the theft of
trucks and recovered cargo of thirty-two tons
of corn in Santa Juliana. The criminals fled;

partnership with several food companies to defraud invoices to
make the origin of the stolen goods seem legal.
Read more: Mais Goiás (Brazil)

the driver was rescued inside the truck along
with his wife, where a jammer was also located.
Read more: Jornal Araxá (Brazil)

Mexico

23 February 2021: A reported stolen cargo of

24 February 2021: Two men are being charged

approximately thirty-seven tons of soybeans

for the crime of “Express Kidnapping” after

recovered by the Civil Police. The grain shipment

participating in the theft of a trailer loaded with

was located at a company in the Jardim

washing machines valued at nearly MXN $2.5

Industrial neighborhood, in Cuiabá. The load of grain was stolen

million. The two men were arrested in Chalco, State of

the previous week near the municipality of Jangada.

Mexico. At the time of the arrest, the criminals were still holding

Read more: O Documento (Brazil)

the driver of the cargo unit against his will.
Read more: Asi Sucede (Mexico)

23 February 2021: Caetité Police recovered
a stolen truck in Correntina, in the west of the

24 February 2021: The National Guard arrested

state. According to police, the garlic-laden

seven men and one woman as they were

vehicle was hidden in a shed. The cargo is

unloading rebar from two trailers they had stolen

valued at R $ 200,000. Also according to police, the truck had

hours earlier. The recovery of the stolen material

been stolen by three men on the BR 349 highway.

occurred on Highway MEX-180 in Agua Dulce, Veracruz.

Read more: Agência Sertão (Brazil)

Read more: Transportes y Turismo (Mexico)

22 February 2021: The 363 records of

23 February 2021: Suspected of attempting to

cargo theft in the state of Rio de Janeiro

hijack a soft drink delivery truck, six individuals

represented a drop of 37% in January 2021

were arrested by authorities in Huejotzingo,

compared to January 2020. Compared to

Puebla. Authorities report that the group is likely

December 2020, the drop was 21%.
Read more: Agência Brasil

dedicated to cargo theft operations in the area, as
they were found in possession of a firearm and a GPS jammer
at the time of the arrest.
Read more: Intolerancia Diario (Mexico)
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U.S. & Canada
18 February 2021: Elevated intermodal
spot rates and challenged service levels
resulting from the extreme weather
conditions experienced in the southern and central regions of
the country, may push more domestic freight from the rails to
the highways.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
23 February 2021: Ontario Police are investigating
and looking for suspects after four trailers carrying
more than $1.5 million worth of steel products
were stolen in Aylmer and recently recovered in
St. Thomas, along with two additional trailers found nearby still
loaded with auto parts and shipping racks.
Read more: London Free Press (London, ON)
18 February 2021: Seattle ports are offering relief
for bottlenecks at other major American ports
caused by a combination of surging imports, sick
longshoremen, COVID-19 workplace limitations,
and trucker and equipment shortages.
Read more: Supply Chain Brain

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written consent
of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit in a theft
prevention capacity. Where possible, we have elected to maintain news articles and briefs in their native grammatical format. ©2021 Carrier.
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