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8 March 2021

The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
8 March 2021.
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Germany
2 March 2021: Airport workers continued
their hunger strike at the Rhein-Main Airport in
Frankfurt. They are fighting against arbitrary
dismissals and massive wage theft. The company
is using the pandemic as an opportunity to replace experienced
staff with cheaper, temporary workers with no rights, and to
introduce a regime of “hire and fire.”
Read more: World Socialist Website
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South Africa

United Kingdom

4 March 2021: A security guard and an alleged

4 March 2021: Police are appealing for witnesses

hijacker were shot dead when police confronted

after thieves stole £100,000 worth of candleware

a gang that had targeted a truck carrying

from the back of a truck on the A14. They say

cellphones with an estimated value of R60m. The incident,

the vehicle was broken into near junction one,

which took place in Kelvin, Johannesburg, resulted in nineteen

approximately thirteen miles north of Northampton. What

arrests and the recovery of and ten illegal firearms, four stolen or

is described as a “large amount of candleware” was stolen,

hijacked cars, and a jamming device.

“including wax melting equipment.”

Read more: Times Live (South Africa)

Read more: Leeds Live (U.K.)

4 March 2021: South African Independent Police

3 March 2021: Men from Dagenham and Newham

Investigative Directorate (IPID) arrested four police

have been arrested after boxes of rapid Covid tests

officers for allegedly shooting copper cable thieves

were stolen from a truck. Police have retrieved

and then selling the loot. A police spokesperson

the lateral flow tests, which were destined for

said in a statement that the officers face two charges of murder,

secondary schools across the country, after they were stolen

defeating the ends of justice, as well as theft of copper.

from a truck at Harlow Business Park.

Read more: IOL (South Africa)

Read more: Barking and Dagenham Post (U.K.)

4 March 2021: A North West security officer has

24 February 2021: Police have rescued eighteen

been arrested in connection with a Cash-in-Transit

people from the back of a refrigerated truck at

heist in Mahikeng that resulted in the death of two

a motorway service station on the A1M near

police officers.

Peterborough. Cambridgeshire Police said they

Read more: News24 (South Africa)

received a call from the driver of the HGV after he noticed there
were people on board and became concerned for their welfare.

28 February 2021: Increasing crime
statistics in Gauteng remains a concern.
According to the crime statistics, there

Officers went to the truck at Haddon services, and found
nobody was injured.
Read more: Evening Standard (U.K.)

has been an “overwhelming increase in various crimes across
the province compared to the previous years.” These include
Cash-in-Transit robberies, truck Hijackings, sexual offences,
and commercial crimes that have seen a massive rise in recent
years.
Read more: Citizen (South Africa)
26 February 2021: A grocery truck carrying food
was hijacked by armed men on the Lanseria road
in Broederstroom. The driver and his colleague
were forced into the robbers’ vehicle and were
later dropped off in Muldersdrift. The robbers fled with the truck.
Read more: Kormorant (South Africa)

Nigeria
2 March 2021: A vehicle conveying fake drugs
into Kano was intercepted in the Wappa area
of Fagge Local Government. A preliminary
investigation revealed the drugs are mostly sexual
enhancement drugs without NAFDAC registration numbers.
Read more: Daily Post (Nigeria)
26 February 2021: Responding to the growing
outcry over the increasing security risks for mariners
in West Africa and the repeated reports of Nigerian
pirates being at the center of the activity, the Nigerian
government is reportedly taking actions to enhance security.
Read more: Maritime Executive
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Zimbabwe

APAC

2 March 2021: Nine security guards, allegedly
caught red-handed while robbing a truck driver near
a shopping centre in Harare after previously robbing
a motorist, appeared in court. After a truck driver ran

Singapore

out of fuel and parked it by the roadside, he called his employer
to bring fuel. A gang of armed security guards pounced on the

1 March 2021: The Republic of Singapore Navy

driver, accusing him of stealing maize cobs, then stole USD

(RSN) could deploy four unmanned surface vessels

$5,000 from him.

(USV) for maritime security by the end of this year,

Read more: Bulawayo24 (Zimbabwe)

depending on the progress of final sea trials. Once
operational, the USVs will conduct round-the-clock patrols,
investigate, as well as intercept suspicious vessels in Singapore
waters. They are equipped with long-range loudhailers, strobe
and search lights, as well as a 12.7mm gun.

Global

Read more: Channel NewsAsia
1 March 2021: Air cargo rates are climbing sharply
again, especially for shipments via Asia, after the

1 March 2021: Container vessels planning to berth

slowdown for the recent Chinese New Year holiday

at Singapore port are now facing longer wait times,

was more muted than usual. And there is little

market sources said, with one source estimating

prospect for price relief the rest of the year, analysts say, with

that this has grown to five to seven days from a

the supply of large, intercontinental aircraft still far below pre-

maximum of two days to turn around an 18,000 TEU vessel.

pandemic levels and ocean capacity oversubscribed. Market

Read more: SP Global

watchers describe conditions for air shipments as volatile.
COVID-19 has changed life and economic conditions so much
that air logistics professionals say it is too difficult to make
assumptions about where the market is headed.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

Hong Kong
26 February 2021: Hong Kong customs officers
have seized HK$126 million (USD $16.2 million) of
cocaine. The drugs were hidden in a shipment of

Pakistan

South American grapes bound for mainland China
from Peru. They were discovered after customs inspected three

26 February 2021: Railway developments in

consignments consisting of fourteen containers of grapes that

Central Asia have made the headlines several

were transported from Peru to Ecuador, then through stops in

times recently, with Pakistan and Uzbekistan

South Korea, Taiwan and Guangdong province.

playing a central role. Once more, they are

Read more: Fresh Plaza

the leading players of a potential railway connection, this time
between Uzbekistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan. The three countries
presented a joint proposal for a $5 billion investment to build
537 kilometres of railway between Mazar-e-Sharif in Afghanistan
and Peshawar in Pakistan.
Read more: RailFreight.com
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North & South
America

Mexico
3 March 2021: While conducting routine
patrols in Atitalaquia, Hidalgo, National
Guard Officers observed the driver of a truck
make a sudden maneuver, stop on the side of
the road to exit the vehicle, then fled on foot. Upon inspecting

Brazil

the abandoned vehicle, officers located a load of shrimp valued
4 March 2021: Police arrested four members of a
gang in Angra dos Reis city specialized in cargo
theft that operated in the capital and in interior cities
of the state of Rio de Janeiro.
Read more: Metrópoles (Brazil)
2 March 2021: The police dismantled a
gang specialized in defrauding loads of coal.
Investigations showed that a vehicle, loaded
in Serra city, Espírito Santo State, reached its

destination in João Monlevade city in Minas Gerais State, but
the cargo had been stolen and the weighing ticket was false.
Between May and October 2020, there were approximately
twenty tons of stolen goods (equal to 29 mined ore vehicles),
causing an approximate loss of R $ 1 million.
Read more: Estado de Minas Gerais (Brazil)
26 February 2021: Police operations resulted in the
arrests of highway cargo theft suspects. One was
arrested in São Paulo city, another in Contagem city.

at nearly MXN $3 million and an eight-antenna GPS jammer.
Read more: Transportes y Turismo (Mexico)
2 March 2021: Drivers of the Mexican
Association of Transport Organization
(AMOTAC) gathered at various locations
throughout the country to demand safer conditions as they
face increasing levels of risk. Of particular concern is the State
of Guanajuato, where the General Director of the association
estimated that four to five thefts are reported on a daily basis.
Read more: El Economista (Mexico)
28 February 2021: A Cuautitlan Judicial District
judge has determined that legal proceedings will
be initiated against two individuals involved in the
violent theft of a truck. According to the driver, a
group of criminals intercepted the truck (which
was transporting undergarments) as it was travelling through
Tultitlán, State of Mexico.
Read more: Asi Sucede (Mexico)

The police also seized a charge of silicon in the city
of Cláudio, in Central Region of Minas Gerais, in addition to R $
267,000, weapons and a car.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
25 February 2021: The police
recovered a stolen truck on the
Washington Luís Highway (BR-040),
near Duque de Caxias city, in the Baixada Fluminense region.
The Police reported that vehicle, which had been stolen shortly
after being refilled at the Duque de Caxias Refinery (Reduc),
was pursued and captured around the Jardim Gramacho
neighborhood. Shots were fired, and two suspects died at the
scene.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

sensitech.com

SCIC Global Intelligence Note 8 March 2021

4

U.S. & Canada
4 March 2021: The American Society of
Civil Engineers (ASCE) has given the nation’s
infrastructure a grade of C-, an improvement
from the 2017 score of D+; however, road
conditions remain at a D, with 40% of roads in poor or fair
condition. The score for bridges actually dropped from C+ to C,
as 8% of bridges are structurally deficient, which is of particular
concern for fully-loaded tractor trailers.
Read more: Fleet Owner
3 March 2021: The Canadian Minister of Transport
confirmed June 12, 2021, as the compliance date
for truckers to comply with ELD requirements.
Unlike the U.S., Canadian authorities are requiring
the use of devices certified by an accredited third
party, raising concerns for cross-border drivers who are unsure if
the Canadian mandate will accept devices that only comply with
the U.S. mandate at the moment.
Read more: CDL Life
2 March 2021: A container of hundreds of
donated bicycles destined for Africa was
stolen from a business in Novato, California
and later found abandoned, with the cargo intact, in Concord.
It is believed the trailer was targeted but abandoned by the
criminals when they realized the bikes were used and of little
commercial value.
Read more: KTVU-TV (Oakland, CA)

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written consent
of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit in a theft
prevention capacity. Where possible, we have elected to maintain news articles and briefs in their native grammatical format. ©2021 Carrier.
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