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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
22 March 2021.
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The Netherlands
18 March 2021: Customs found more than 4,000
kilos of cocaine in the port of Rotterdam during
an inspection. The cocaine was spread over 4,425
packages. The street value of this lot is more than
€300 million. The narcotics were hidden in a container from
Ecuador that arrived in Antwerp on 16 March, and was intended
for a fruit company in Rotterdam.
Read more: Transport Online (The Netherlands)
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Germany

Russia

18 March 2021: Strangers fiddled with a

17 March 2021: Magadan police have identified

semitrailer in the night at the Muldental Nord rest

a previously repeatedly convicted man who on 20

area on the A14. Leipzig police states: “They slit

February stole 200 kilograms of meat products

open the tarpaulin from the trailer several times

from a warehouse on Rechnaya. The stolen meat has been

and stole several car rims. The driver heard noises at night,

confiscated.

checked the cargo, and found out that it was stolen.”

Read more: Vesma Today (Russia)

Read more: Medienportal Grimma (Germany)
17 March 2021: A woman told law enforcement
17 March 2021: For the second time within a

officers that she had discovered the loss of

short time, so-called tarpaulin slashers struck on

knitwear in the amount of about 220,000 rubles

the A9 near Köckern. The unknown perpetrators

from a warehouse she rented. The investigation

stole 176 televisions worth a total of €97,000 from a tractor-

determined the crime was committed by one of the local, well-

trailer. The act took place on the A9 rest area Köckern-West, i.e.

versed workers in the warehouse.

in the direction of Munich.

Read more: Ivanovo News (Russia)

Read more: Mitteldeutsche Zeitung (Germany)
17 March 2021: Suspects of theft have been
17 March 2021: In the Leineholz-Ost car park

detained in Bishkek. Seventy-two artificial fur

near Nörten-Hardenberg, thieves slit open

coats were stolen from a warehouse located on

the tarpaulin on a total of three trucks. In one

Armeyskaya Street (the total cost is $3600).

case, they stole a truck tire from the back of

Read more: Svodka.Akipress.org (Russia)

a semitrailer. In the other two cases, the perpetrators found
nothing. That same night, thieves broke the padlock on a
tractor-trailer in the Leineholz-West parking lot. In doing so, they
captured two access ramps. Two more ramps were stolen from
a truck in the Schwalenberg-West car park near Seesen.
Read more: Leinetal24 (Germany)

15 March 2021: The duty unit of the Russian Interior
Ministry in Krasnogvardeisky district received a
message from a tenant of a warehouse premises
located in one of the district’s villages that several
expensive cast-iron gratings were stolen from the
warehouse during the daytime. In the course of the operational-

12 March 2021: In the district of Osnabrück,

search activities, the police officers identified the suspect: a

thieves stole around 800 pairs of shoes from

29-year-old employee of this warehouse, previously convicted

a truck. According to the police, the strangers

for property crimes, was involved in the theft.

slashed the tarpaulin of the trailer parked overnight at the

Read more: Gorod 24 (Russia)

Grönegau-Nord motorway service station near Melle and stole
the shoes packed in cardboard boxes. The driver slept in the
cabin and was unaware of the theft.
Read more: Norddeutscher Rundfunk (Germany)

Global
15 March 2021: Failed and fragile states are one of
the reasons that create environments ripe for piracy.

Denmark
17 March 2021: The government of Denmark is set

Lawlessness and weak governance create underlying
conditions that enable pirate gangs to operate with
minimal risk. These conditions also increase the appeal

to deploy a frigate to the Gulf of Guinea on concerns

of pirate gangs that can offer alternate sources of livelihood and

over increased piracy in the area. The frigate will be

help to deter encroachment by industrial fishing fleets.

deployed in autumn of this year, Denmark’s Ministry of

Read more: Brookings

Foreign Affairs said in a statement on its website.
Read more: Ship and Bunker
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South Africa

China

12 March 2021: Suspects dressed in metro

16 March 2021: Narcotic and psychotropic drugs

police uniforms attempted to Hijack a truck. The

like Valium and phenobarbital are easily available

incident was caught on camera on the N3 in

on major Chinese online pharmacies, according to

Johannesburg. One netizen pointed out that

a new report from The Paper. Reporters found 117

they had also been “stopped by fake police on N3” in the past.

scheduled medications, including treatments for blood clotting

Another said the area “really looks familiar,” and recalled seeing

and depression, for sale without prescription by leading industry

police officers in the past stop trucks at this stretch of the road.

websites.

A third netizen pointed out that the uniforms were fake.

Read more: SupChina.com

Read more: The South African
12 March 2021: Coast Guard and customs
officials have seized 1.6 million packs of

APAC

contraband cigarettes from a Togo-flagged cargo
vessel that was intercepted near Dongsha Island. Coast Guard
officers intercepted the ship after receiving intelligence that the
2,000 ton aggregates carrier bound for Taiwan from Cambodia
was carrying cigarettes manufactured in China.

Thailand

Read more: Taiwan English News

19 March 2021: A Myanmar man has been
arrested for selling an estimated twenty tonnes of
discarded steel items from a recycling warehouse
that he was hired to look after while the company

Pakistan

remains closed due to the ongoing economic crisis.

14 March 2021: The district food controller for

Read more: The Phuket News (Thailand)

the Larkana district had reported missing wheat
worth tens of millions of rupees from five centres.
Read more: The News (Pakistan)

13 March 2021: A delivery pickup truck stolen by
a group of armed men for use as a car bomb was
found parked behind a police station in Raman

13 March 2021: Pakistan Railways has launched

district and the bombs were safely destroyed. A

an online ‘Premium Container Train’ that would

driver was carrying a parcel to a house in Tambon Budee of

move between Karachi and Lahore. The

Muang district when five armed men suddenly walked towards

divisional superintendent of Railways (Lahore

him and held him at gunpoint. They pushed him inside the

division) launched the train service at Mughalpura railway station.

house and tied his hands before stealing the pickup.

Read more: Pakistan Today

Read more: Bangkok Post (Thailand)

Singapore

India
13 March 2021: The Rachakonda SOT busted

16 March 2021: Shipping lines suspending

an oil theft gang and arrested nine persons at

operations at Myanmar ports due to widespread

Adibatla. Police seized 805 litres of diesel and

protests against the country’s military coup has

petrol, cash of Rs 40,000, three fuel tankers and

dampened physical trading activity, caused

other material from them.

container shipment delays and significantly reduced imports,

Read more: Telangana Today (India)

trade sources said.
Read more: SP Global

sensitech.com

SCIC Global Intelligence Note 22 March 2021

3

North & South
America

Mexico
18 March 2021: At the very moment that
authorities were arresting a man involved in the
theft of a trailer loaded with metal rods, a second
trailer with malfunctioning brakes overturned
near kilometer 158 of Highway Mexico-Saltillo (MEX-57D). The

Brazil

officers already on site responding to the report of the stolen
15 March 2021: Police agents recovered nine
respirators, at Avenida do Paiol, Vila São Paulo, in
Ferraz de Vasconcelos city, metropolitan region
of São Paulo State. The devices were stolen during

the journey to deliver the cargo in Mairiporã city. The cargo was
valued at R $ 537,000.
Read more: Portal R3 (Brazil)
12 March 2021: Cargo thefts in the state
of Pernambuco decreased by 30% in
February 2021 when compared to the same
period last year, dropping from 43 to 30 complaints, according
to official state data. In the accumulated result for the year,
notifications of this type of crime decreased by 57%, with a
retraction of 121 crimes, between January and February 2020,
to 52 records, between January and February 2021.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
12 March 2021: The state of Ceará showed
a 63.6% reduction in cargo theft in the first
two months of 2021, compared to the same

trailer were able to immediately request support from emergency
services to aid the driver of the overturned cargo unit.
Read more: El Sol de San Juan del Rio (Mexico)
18 March 2021: A security escort was shot and
killed while attempting to prevent the Hijacking
of a trailer he was accompanying in Cuautitlán
Izcalli, State of Mexico. Despite the efforts of the private
security officer, the criminals were able to take the trailer, which
has yet to be recovered.
Read more: La Prensa (Mexico)
15 March 2021: Two men were arrested in
Tultitlán, State of Mexico after being found
unloading boxes of canned tuna from a stolen
truck into a second vehicle. The two attempted to flee but lost
control of their vehicles and one crashed into a State Police car
while the other crashed into a post. Once detained, the driver
of the truck was able to positively identify both men as the
individuals responsible for the theft.
Read more: Milenio (Mexico)

period last year. Eleven cases were registered in January and
February 2020 against four in the two first months of this year.
In January this year, reduction was 83%. In February, reduction
was 40%. Data is from State Public Security.
Read more: Governo do Estado do Ceará (Brazil)
12 March 2021: State Police Department for
Suppression of Theft and Burglary (Decar) arrested
a 28-year-old driver in Anápolis, Goiás State.
The man is suspected of being involved in a
criminal organization specializing in theft of timber cargoes
and is reportedly taking a shipment estimated at R $ 300,000
to Brasília. In an attempt to divert attention of the police, he
reportedly made an occurrence denouncing a false theft, but
ended up being caught.
Read more: Mais Goiás (Brazil)
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U.S. & Canada
17 March 2021: The pandemic is
expected to have a lasting impact on
consumer behavior, resulting in an
elevated demand for packaged goods even after the pandemic
has ended. This would translate into a similar increase in
demand for trucking capacity.
Read more: Transport Topics
15 March 2021: Trucking Companies look for
different ways to overcome the challenges of
finding adequate parking locations that allow
drivers to comply with driving hours regulations.
The situation has only been exacerbated by the global
pandemic, which has led to the closing of certain public rest
areas.
Read more: Transport Topics
14 March 2021: Expansion of the PharrReynosa International Bridge is scheduled for
completion in 2023. As the second-busiest
commercial truck crossing in Texas during 2020,
the priority is to reduce crossing times by adding a second
bridge in Pharr, Texas, which would accommodate an additional
800 trucks per day.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written consent
of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit in a theft
prevention capacity. Where possible, we have elected to maintain news articles and briefs in their native grammatical format. ©2021 Carrier.
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