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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
5 April 2021.
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Spain
28 March 2021: D’Esquadra Mossos have
dismantled a criminal group after arresting three men
as alleged perpetrators of three violent robberies, one
theft, and two vehicle robberies which were used to
then steal from trucks parked in service areas in Catalonia. The
robberies, which began in late January, occurred at night to take
advantage of the drivers’ breaks, and if they were discovered
they used violence and threats to take the merchandise.
Read more: Explica
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Germany
31 March 2021: During the inspection of the
Himmelsteiche car park on the A-9 in the

30 March 2021: A representative of an
organization selling dairy products has
contacted the territorial police department. The
man said that unknown persons entered the

direction of Berlin, motorway police officers found

warehouse on Ryazansky Prospekt through the window and

three semitrailers whose tarpaulins had been cut

secretly stole a pallet of cheese. Material damage amounted to

open by unknown perpetrators. According to initial findings,

more than half a million rubles.

nothing was stolen.

Read more: Government of Nizhegorodsky district

Read more: Presseportal (Germany)
31 March 2021: Tarpaulin slashers were up to
mischief again in Michendorf and Rabenstein.
At the A-10 rest area Michendorf Nord, several
kitchen appliances were stolen from the hold of
a tractor-trailer. At the Rabenstein rest area on the A-9, the
doors of a truck were also opened by strangers and the loaded
cardboard boxes were torn open.
Read more: Maz-Online (Germany)
30 March 2021: An unknown perpetrator
tampered with two trucks in Pionierstrasse in
Illertissen. The perpetrator slit open the tarpaulin
on both sides of each truck with two cuts. The
property damage is around €10,000.
Read more: BSAktuell (Germany)

South Africa
30 March 2021: A dramatic shootout and highspeed chase ensued when police and security
guards foiled a Cash-in-Transit heist on the N-2
between East London and Qonce (formerly King
William’s Town). DispatchLIVE received a tip-off about a cash
van that had been targeted by two cars.
Read more: DispatchLIVE (South Africa)
29 March 2021: A man believed to be behind
two Cash-in-Transit heists, a murder and other
violent crimes was caught when he fled a
roadblock. He was allegedly found in possession of an AK47, 34
rifle ammunition, and empty magazines.
Read more: IOL (South Africa)

Russia
31 March 2021: The director of a private firm
contacted the police—his organization imports large

29 March 2021: Police are looking for several
suspects following a Cash-in-Transit robbery in
Boksburg, Gauteng. The police spokesperson
said: “A cash vehicle was rammed off the road. [An]

quantities of pesticides for agriculture from Germany.

unknown number of suspects robbed the security guards after

At the last shipment to the customer, it turned out

allegedly using explosives to bomb the armoured vehicle. They

that some boxes lacked containers with the goods. The director

are said to have fled the scene.”

decided to check the boxes remaining in the warehouse—many

Read more: News24 (South Africa)

of them were also lacking chemicals.
Read more: TVR (Belarus)

25 March 2021: Two suspects of a Cash-in-Transit
heist at Osizweni earlier this month have been

31 March 2021: Workers of the base for the

arrested. It is alleged that on 1 March security

production of metal structures in the city of

guards were collecting cash in one of the service

Smolensk reported to the police about the theft

stations in the area when they were accosted by the armed

from the warehouse of a grinding machine and spare

suspects. Two guards were shot at and robbed of their service

parts for it in the amount of 14,000 rubles. The police have

firearms as well as an undisclosed amount of cash.

identified involvement in the theft of a base employee who was

Read more: All Africa

fired the previous week.
Read more: Smolgazeta (Russia)
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North & South
America

India
31 March 2021: Once again, terror of thieves
was seen in Gaya city. The incident cost

Brazil

millions of rupees, including cash, by cutting

31 March 2021: The Federal Highway Police (PRF)

the lock of the shutter of the shop and warehouse in the Hatay.

recovered a load of pesticides valued at more than

Read more: Jagran.com (India)

R $ 753,000 and arrested six suspects of being
involved in the crime. The approach was carried out

31 March 2021: Vishwakarma police
arrested two miscreants stealing goods worth
lakhs of rupees from a plywood warehouse.
The accused were the trustworthy employees of the godown
owner. Police have recovered stolen plyas and boards from their

on BR-262 highway, km 846, in the stretch between Uberaba
and Campo Florido cities (Minas Gerais State). On approach,
one of the suspects was shot in the leg and taken to the
hospital.
Read more: Jornal da Manhã (Brazil)

possession.
Read more: Patrika.com (India)

26 March 2021: Nine people were caught in the
act of tampering and receiving stolen cargo by
investigators for involvement in crime. The criminal
association was detained in a shack located in

Philippines

industrial region, in Rondonópolis city (Mato Grosso State).
During the operation, the Civil Police (PC) also seized a cargo of

29 March 2021: Some PHP12-million worth

soybeans that had been stolen in Rondonópolis. At the time of

of Chinese cigarettes, medical supplies and

arrest, the fines had already transshipped the cargo and were

alternative medicines for COVID-19 were seized

tampering with the soy to turn the material into bran.

in two simultaneous operations in the cities of

Read more: Agora Mato Grosso (Brazil)

Mandaluyong and Parañaque. Chinese cigarettes, face
masks, face shields and medicines with an estimated worth of

24 March 2021: A driver pretended to have been

PHP7-million were also seized from a second storage facility in

robbed to pay a drug debt. He ended up being

Parañaque City.

arrested in Ipatinga city (Minas Gerais State),

Read more: Philippine News Agency

when he went to the police station after several
searches for his whereabouts.
Read more: Diário do Aço (Brazil)

sensitech.com

SCIC Global Intelligence Note 5 April 2021

3

Mexico

U.S. & Canada

31 March 2021: Two shipping containers were

31 March 2021: Two armed males assaulted a

recovered at a property serving as a warehouse

last-mile delivery driver as he was dropping off

in Morelia, Michoacán a day after having been

supplies at a pharmacy in Waldorf, Maryland.

violently Hijacked in-transit near the exit to Quiroga,

The driver was struck by the criminals and forced

Michoacán.

into the van, but was able to escape to ask for help while the

Read more: La Voz de Michoacán (Mexico)

criminals fled aboard the driver’s van, which was later found
abandoned in Washington, DC.

31 March 2021: Authorities in Ciudad

Read more: Southern Maryland News Net

Juarez, Chihuahua recovered twenty-eight
tons of powdered milk valued at MXN $1.4

30 March 2021: House Representatives have

million. The cargo was reportedly stolen

introduced the Truck Parking Safety Improvement

in-transit shortly after exiting the Zaragoza International Bridge

Act to address the shortage of safe parking for

customs and later located via the cargo unit GPS.

commercial trucks. The act aims to set aside

Read more: Diario (Mexico)

DOT funding to construct new parking facilities, expand truck
parking at existing rest areas, and other solutions that would

29 March 2021: Highway MEX-145, connecting La
Tinaja to Tierra Blanca in the State of Veracruz, has
been signaled as a high-risk route for cargo theft

facilitate safe driving practices and compliance with hours-ofservice compliance.
Read more: Fleet Owner

by the Mexican Alliance of Transport Organizations
(AMOTAC, by its initials in Spanish).

29 March 2021: Vernon Parish

Read more: Al Calor Politico (Mexico)

(Louisiana) authorities are investigating
the theft of a semitruck and trailer
stolen while the cargo unit was parked on Highway 1146. Video
of the incident shows two men pull up in front of the semitruck
in a red pickup truck. One of the men exits the pickup truck
to board the cargo unit. Shortly after, the man drives off in the
semitruck while his accomplice drives away in the pickup truck.
Read more: KATC-TV (Lafayette, LA)
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