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24 May 2021

The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
24 May 2021.
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18 May 2021: A robbery took place along the
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Altamura and Corato. A heavy vehicle was hooked
up and flanked by a car carrying three people with
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covered faces, probably armed. The professional bandits
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threatened the truck driver, forcing him to slow down and pull

Australia................................................................................... 4

over.

North & South America

Read more: Terlizzi Viva (Italy)
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17 May 2021: A theft of copper occurred at the

U.S. & Canada......................................................................... 5

Cerutti Mechanical Workshops in via Adam. Copper
cables connected to electricity were removed by the
thieves who first disabled the electrical substation—
so much so that the large entrance gate to the factory no longer
opens. Some of these cables were in the assembly department
containing a printing machine made by the workers.
Read more: La Stampa (Italy)
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The Netherlands

United Kingdom

19 May 2021: In a violent robbery on a money

17 May 2021: A member of a gang that attacked

transport in Amsterdam, one person was killed in a

a security guard in broad daylight during a Cash-

gunshot exchange after a wild chase; two suspects

in-Transit robbery outside a Bradford supermarket

were injured. Five other suspects have been

has been jailed for three years and four months. The

arrested. The police chase ended in a meadow in the village of

man was one of three men who took part in the £12,000 raid

Broek in Waterland.

outside a supermarket on Bolton Road last July.

Read more: AD (The Netherlands)

Read more: The Telegraph and Argus (U.K.)

18 May 2021: The driver of a truck has been

14 May 2021: A man faces a Crown Court

sentenced to one year in prison, his co-driver to

trial after he denied stealing two trailers and

seven months in prison (including one month on

their contents worth more than £250,000

probation) for the October 2020 theft of a trailer and

from an Ipswich warehouse. He also denied a similar offence

container from a company in the Rotterdam port area. The

back in 2019 in relation to a trailer and contents worth £15,000

director must also pay €1,560 in damages to one of the affected

belonging to another company.

companies.

Read more: Ipswich Star (U.K.)

Read more: Barendrecht NU (The Netherlands)
14 May 2021: A gang of copper burglars caused
10 May 2021: The police received a report of a

almost £250,000 worth of damage to a haulage

truck fire on a forest path in the “Breitehard” in

company. They were behind a series of break-ins

the direction of the sports field in Drolshagen,
Germany. The fire brigade extinguished the fire.
There was no license plate on the vehicle. An investigation

at a depot in Bynea in Llanelli last July, taking the
copper cable which they sold on to scrap metal dealers.
Read more: Wales Online (U.K.)

showed that the truck was stolen in the Frankfurt area in
February 2020.
Read more: Transport Online (The Netherlands)

14 May 2021: Police chases are often associated
with high-speed action, sirens, destruction and
chaos. But two thieves drastically slowed the pace
when they tried to escape police while driving away

Nigeria
18 May 2021: Around one hundred maritime
companies have signed the Gulf of Guinea Declaration
on Suppression of Piracy, which was launched
yesterday, as shipping tries to cool the world’s worst
hotspot for robberies and ransoms at sea. In 2020, 135 crew
were kidnapped from their ships globally, with the Gulf of Guinea
accounting for over 95% of the crew numbers kidnapped.
This has happened in international waters in an area less than
20% of the size of the sea area dominated by Somali pirates
a decade ago. The pirates launch their attacks from the Niger
Delta, where they also subsequently hold their hostages.

with a front end loader.
Read more: Metro (U.K.)
14 May 2021: Brazen thieves broke into the back
of a truck before stealing “thousands of pounds”
worth of cigarettes and tobacco on a busy road
near Blackpool. The theft took place as the HGV was travelling
along the A585 Fleetwood Road. At some point between the
Shell Garage close to Greenhalgh Lane and the Windy Harbour
lights, the driver of the HGV stopped to let a vehicle turn. It was
at this point officers believed the offenders broke into the truck
via the back doors.
Read more: Blackpool Gazette (U.K.)

Read more: Splash 247 (Singapore)
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Russia

17 May 2021: Aggravated robberies (such as
carjacking) increased by almost five percent, in

18 May 2021: Over 150,000 cigarettes without
Russian excise stamps were seized by Kaliningrad
customs officers, the press service of the regional

the first three months of 2021, the latest crime
statistics have revealed. About 354 trucks or
courier vans were targeted for their cargo—usually food,

customs office reported. Control activities were carried out

appliances, or other priced goods.

on the territory of a cargo warehouse located in the village of

Read more: Defence Web (South Africa)

Khrabrovo.
Read more: Sputnik (Belarus)

16 May 2021: A man has been apprehended for his
suspected involvement in a Cash-in-Transit robbery.

17 May 2021: Unknown perpetrators stole thirtyeight brass parts worth over 1 million rubles

Authorities descended on a house in Tzaneen
village, where they recovered new furniture, a car, a

from a Rybinsk warehouse, the press service of

horse saddle, bridle, and cash.

the Russian MIA Administration for the Yaroslavl

Read more: EWN (South Africa)

Region reported. The police were able to identify the suspects.
The men confessed everything and said that they got to the
warehouse through a tunnel, used a rented truck to take out the
stolen parts, then scrapped them.
Read more: Vesti Yaroslavl (Russia)

17 May 2021: Three suspects have been arrested
for their alleged involvement in a vehicle Hijacking
incident on the N2 freeway just past the Baywest
turnoff. A driver and female passenger noticed
a white car alongside them. The passenger of the white car

14 May 2021: Cooperation of two

pointed a firearm at them and ordered them to pull off at the

entrepreneurs from Lida ended in theft of

side of the road. Two males took the female to their car while

goods for a large sum. The two businessmen

the other two jumped into the truck and drove off.

did not agree on the price of used clothes,

Read more: GH Gossip (Ghana)

which one purchased from the other more than once. Then the
suspect, together with accomplices, visited the warehouse. They
broke the window and took out clothes worth more than 27,000
rubles.
Read more: VGR (Belarus)

14 May 2021: Since January 2021, there have
been almost ninety Cash-in-Transit heists nationally,
in which five industry employees have lost their
lives. As those in the industry blame joblessness
and a broken legal system for this form of criminal activity, the

13 May 2021: A resident of Roslavl is

perpetrators are becoming more violent and organized.

suspected of stealing from a grain storage

Read more: Daily Maverick (South Africa)

warehouse in the village of Zharyn. Company
representatives said that four electric motors and 20 meters of
copper cable were missing.
Read more: Smol News (Russia)

14 May 2021: Eight life sentences have been
imposed on a man who took part in a Cash-inTransit heist in northern KwaZulu-Natal in which
two police officers were killed.
Read more: News 24 (South Africa)

South Africa
17 May 2021: Six suspects were scheduled
to appear in the Pretoria Magistrate’s Court
on charges of armed robbery, possession of
unlicensed firearms and ammunition. The six are allegedly linked
to an armed robbery at a security services company in Pretoria
last year.
Read more: IOL (South Africa)
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APAC

15 May 2021: The fight against organized crime in
the state of Paraná last weekend generated a loss
of more than R $ 5.5 million to organized crime
through actions by the Federal Highway Police in

Australia

the cities of Condói, Cascavel, Terra Roxa, Céu Azul, and
Balsa New. PRF operations resulted in the seizure over one ton
of marijuana and almost 900,000 packs of cigarettes.

16 May 2021: Drugs worth nearly AUD$100

Read more: Polícia Rodoviária Federal (Brazil)

million dollars have been found hidden in heaters
and barbecues on a Thai cargo ship docked in

15 May 2021: The Federal Highway Police carried

Sydney. It’s understood the drugs were discovered

out the biggest drug seizure in the last 5 years:

inside electric barbecue grills and water heaters. The cargo

265 kilograms of cocaine in a cargo estimated at

ship was intercepted by police officers at Sydney’s Port Botany,
with authorities searching 62 large cardboard boxes after
inconsistencies were noted in the consignment information.
Officers found over 300 kilograms of crystal methamphetamine
(ice), with an estimated street value of AUD$94.5 million.

R $ 33 million. The action was carried out in Jataí
city, southwest of Goiás, and in Porangatu city, in the extreme
north of the state.
Read more: Jornal Opção (Brazil)

Read more: The Thaiger (Thailand)

North & South
America

Mexico
19 May 2021: Mexico City authorities secured a
warehouse of stolen merchandise, likely related
to the investigation of a cargo theft reported in
April. Among the stolen goods found inside the
warehouse located in Colonia Morelos in Cuauhtemoc, Mexico
City, were various machines and mills for processing coffee, as

Brazil

well as personal hygiene and food products.
17 May 2021: On the BR-364 highway in the city

Read more: Noticias en la Mira (Mexico)

of Rondonópolis in the state of Mato Grosso, the
18 May 2021: A 28-year old male was arrested in

Federal Highway Police seized a cargo of 300 boxes
of cigarettes smuggled from Paraguay. A 59-year-old man was

the State of Puebla as he was offloading cargo from

arrested along with the cargo and vehicle.

a stolen truck loaded with department store goods.
The man was found in possession of a revolver and a

Read more: Polícia Rodoviária Federal (Brazil)

jamming device at the time of his arrest.
16 May 2021: After receiving information about

Read more: Municipios Puebla (Mexico)

a theft of pesticide cargo that occurred in Jataí
city, police officers began searching all over the

14 May 2021: Cargo thieves attempted to Hijack a

southern region of the state of Mato Grosso,

trailer loaded with oxygen tanks as it was travelling

locating criminals who were at two gas stations with two trucks

through Tizayuca, Hidalgo. However, upon

in the city from Rondonópolis/MT. A simultaneous approach was

receiving reports of the theft, the owners were able

carried out on both trucks; two were arrested. Inside the trucks

to block the engine via satellite, forcing the criminals to abandon

were 3 jammer devices; 100% of the cargo was recovered.

the truck.

Read more: Polícia Rodoviária Federal (Brazil)

Read more: Criterio Hidalgo (Mexico)
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U.S. & Canada
19 May 2021: CBP Officers seized USD $5.5
million worth of methamphetamine hidden within
a load of medical supplies. The truck and trailer
transporting the drugs was seized at the Otay
Mesa Commercial Facility in San Diego, California; the truck
driver is now facing federal charges related to drug trafficking.
Read more: CDL Life
18 May 2021: Commercial border crossing
operations in Laredo, Texas were severely
affected by a powerful storm which caused
power outages on the Mexico side, affecting
traffic in both directions. Railroad operations were also delayed
due to debris on the tracks.
Read more: FreightWaves.com
14 May 2021: $500,000 worth of Electronics
were taken from a parked semi-truck in Hanford,
California. The owner of the cargo unit was able to
follow the criminals, reporting that they were travelling
in a maroon car and two white vans.
Read more: CDL Life
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