Global Intelligence Note
31 May 2021

The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
31 May 2021.
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25 May 2021: A trailer, which had been stolen from
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a premises in Co. Mayo earlier this month, has been
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returned to its rightful owners. The trailer in question
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was stolen in an overnight raid on a property in
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Charlestown, near the county border with Co. Sligo, between
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Friday night and Saturday morning, 7–8 May, before being

India......................................................................................... 3

recovered two weeks later.
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Read more: Agriland (Ireland)
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25 May 2021: Another trailer has been stolen
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in Naas. The trailer was taken from a business
premises at the Maudlins industrial estate, off Dublin
Road. It’s valued at €1,000. The theft occurred at
3:30pm. A black vehicle with a 2008 registration and three male
occupants was seen in the area.
Read more: Leinster Leader (Ireland)
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Russia

United Kingdom

26 May 2021: A 34-year-old man living in the

25 May 2021: Two burglars stole £27,000

Medvedevsky district left his truck in the yard. He

of goods after disguising themselves as

forgot to close the cab, leaving the ignition keys on

employees and hiding in a Northampton

the seat. Someone took advantage of the situation

distribution centre. The high-value commercial burglary took

and stole the truck, which the owner found on the street near

place in Brackmills back in March when two people dressed up

his house.

in the company uniform and entered the premises at the start

Read more: MK-Mari (Russia)

of their shift. Police believe that the burglars, once inside, hid
themselves away until 10:30 pm when staff had left the building.

26 May 2021: The police in Petrozavodsk received

Read more: Northampton Chronicle (U.K.)

a statement from a representative of a shipping
company: an unknown person stole a safe with cash

24 May 2021: A trailer full of cosmetics stolen

from a hangar as well as a truck from its yard.

from an industrial estate in Lutterworth was

Read more: Republic of Karelia (Russia)

recovered within hours of the theft thanks
to the quick-thinking of an ‘eagle-eyed’ witness. Officers with

25 May 2021: Two men were detained on suspicion
of the April 2021 theft of a truck worth almost seven
million rubles. According to the investigation, the
suspects ordered the services of a truck from a
transport company under the pretext of construction work.

Leicestershire Police had been called to the area shortly after
a “secure compound” in Bilton Way was broken into. Police
said that the suspect had “attached a cab to the trailer” before
making their getaway.
Read more: Leicester Mercury (U.K.)

When the truck arrived, the attackers informed the driver that
the work would begin the next day. Pretending to register the

21 May 2021: Two men have been charged

truck for the parking lot, they took the keys and documents,

following prompt action by officers responding

and then rented the truck to third parties, without informing the

to a reported Fuel theft. Kent Police were called

transport company.

following a report that Fuel had been siphoned from a truck in a

Read more: Kommersant (Russia)

layby on the A2 near Canterbury. Officers identified a suspect
vehicle and arrested two men in Whitfield, Dover.
Read more: UKNIP (U.K.)

Nigeria
25 May 2021: Operatives of the Ogun State
Police Command have arrested four members

Global

of an armed robbery gang for allegedly Hijacking

24 May 2021: IATA does not plan to ban the

a truckload of flour on the Sagamu/Ijebu-Ode

transport of lithium ion batteries by air, following a

Expressway. The suspects reportedly tied the hands of the two

recent airport fire, but is calling for greater penalties

drivers to their backs, gagged their mouths, and took away the

for errors and better collaboration with governments. Following a

truck and its content.

spate of airlines (as well as shipping lines) banning the shipment

Read more: Punch NG (Nigeria)

of some mobile phones after the fire in Hong Kong, IATA said
it had stepped up discussions but did not support an outright
ban.
Read more: The Loadstar (U.K.)
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South Africa

APAC

24 May 2021: The City of Cape Town’s Safety
and Security directorate says that it has seen an
increase in the number of arrests by its Metal Theft
Unit during this financial year. According to the safety

India

department, 14 years after its inception and the extension of its
powers, the unit plays a crucial role in addressing vandalism and

24 May 2021: A local court in Ongole, Andhra

theft of critical infrastructure belonging to other entities, such as

Pradesh sentenced twelve members of a

the Passenger Rail Authority of South Africa.

notorious gang to death and seven others to life

Read more: IOL (South Africa)

imprisonment for highway robberies and murders.
The judge of the eighth Additional Sessions Court, Prakasam

24 May 2021: A KwaZulu-Natal man appeared
before the Durban Magistrate’s Court on a charge
of theft after allegedly stealing more than R2 million
from his employer, according to a police statement.

district, found the accused guilty and convicted them in three
out of seven cases in which at least thirteen people, mostly
truck drivers and cleaners, were brutally murdered.
Read more: Times of India

The suspect, a former employee, allegedly stole R2.4 million
from the depot in Westville in the Upper Highway area in 2019.
Read more: IOL (South Africa)

23 May 2021: A shocking incident was reported
from Karnataka’s Bengaluru where a truck loaded
with gutkha and pan masala worth Rs 48 lakh was

24 May 2021: In April, Transport Minister Fikile
Mbalula gazetted a proposed amendment to the
National Road Traffic Regulations. It proposes a
tightening of requirements for holding a professional
driving permit—needed for heavy-duty vehicles—for South

Hijacked. The Chandra Layout Police however
managed to trace the truck. The gang of four members tried to
execute the heist as they wanted to make some profit amid the
coronavirus-induced lockdown in Karnataka.
Read more: Times Now News (India)

African-registered vehicles being driven in the country. The Road
Freight Association believes the amendment could help curb

21 May 2021: Ninety cases of liquor kept in the

violent attacks in SA’s road freight industry.

warehouse of a company in Attingal were stolen,

Read more: News 24 (South Africa)

seized during an excise inspection. A subsequent
inspection of the liquor warehouse found a shortage

21 May 2021: Three guards were injured during
a Cash-in-Transit heist in Brakpan. According to
the Brakpan Herald, the Cash-in-Transit van was
travelling along Van Dyk Road near the Brakpan
Benoni Airfield, when it was struck by a car. It is believed around
nine men were involved in the heist that saw the van bombed

of fifty cases of alcohol. When the warehouse was opened to
check stock after a lockdown a year ago, forty cases of alcohol
were found to be missing. At that time, the warehouse manager
had to pay a fine for this. They said the location would be
checked and investigated by a CCTV camera.
Read more: Kerala Kaumudi (India)

with explosives.
Read more: Citizen (South Africa)
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North & South
America

Mexico
27 May 2021: Mexico City authorities have
detected and are looking to dismantle a criminal
group dedicated to cargo theft as well as importing
counterfeit cigarettes. The group’s most recent crime was a
MXN $7 million cargo theft. The resulting investigation has led

Brazil

to the identification of the leader, who, together with his family,
25 May 2021: The Federal Revenue Service of
Brazil and the Federal Highway Police carried out a
joint action to escort a smuggled cargo of cigarettes

valued at $ 5M of Reais (seized throughout the state of Rio
Grande Norte in 2020) for destruction. Cigarette smuggling
is an activity that finances criminal organizations, harms the
national economy and brings severe health problems to the
population.

commercializes the stolen goods in small stores, flea markets,
and warehouses in the area.
Read more: El Universal (Mexico)
23 May 2021: State of Mexico authorities recovered
a load of metal wheels in Texcoco, freeing the driver
and arresting the cargo thief.
Read more: Asi Sucede (Mexico)

Read more: Polícia Rodoviária Federal (Brazil)
18 May 2021: Two security guards sustained
22 May 2021: The owner of a carrier was arrested
allegedly participating in the scheme of theft and
scrapping of trucks in Mato Grosso state. The owner
was framed for the crime of receiving stolen goods,
qualified after an action by the Combat against Organized Crime

bullet wounds when attacked by a group of armed
men in the State of Hidalgo. The criminals were
attempting to stop the train in which the security guards were
travelling in order to steal the cargo but were unsuccessful.
Read more: La Silla Rota Hidalgo (Mexico)

(GCCO) team from the Civil Police, which found on his property
a supposed scrapping of trucks in Várzea Grande city. At the
site, license plates, vehicle parts, and two refrigerated trucks
were seized.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
22 May 2021: Operation Rota Segura, carried out
by the Federal Highway Police (PRF), caused a
loss for criminal organizations estimated at R $ 303
million. The actions took place across the national
territory for seven days and resulted in the seizure of 8.6 tons
of marijuana, almost 1.5 tons of cocaine and derivatives, and
more than 3 million packs of smuggled cigarettes; weapons,
ammunition, and 1,074 people were also detained.
Read more: Polícia Rodoviária Federal (Brazil)
15 May 2021: The General Investigation Police
Department (DIG) of Jundiaí city (SP) triggered
Operation Dawn in the fight against cargo theft.
Temporary arrest warrants and search and
seizure warrants were carried out in Jundiaí, Louveira, Franco
de Rocha and Osasco cities. Twenty-six warrants were served
between temporary arrests and home searches.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
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U.S. & Canada
27 May 2021: A 32-year old male was arrested
after leading police on a chase through Noblesville,
Indiana in a stolen parcel delivery truck.
Read more: WTHR-TV (Indianapolis, IN)
27 May 2021: With two trailers stolen within a week,
Southwest Illinois authorities are warning of a possible
rise in cargo theft in the area. Both trucks were stolen
from a travel center in Cahokia Heights, Illinois, one
of which was loaded with thousands of dollars in Electronics.
Read more: CDL Life
21 May 2021: A Colorado sheriff´s deputy was
shot while approaching an open tractor-trailer as
merchandise was being stolen from the parked
truck. The suspect fled the scene but was later found dead from
a self-inflicted wound.
Read more: Sentinel Colorado (Aurora, CO)

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written consent
of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit in a theft
prevention capacity. Where possible, we have elected to maintain news articles and briefs in their native grammatical format. ©2021 Carrier.
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