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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
5 July 2021.
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28 June 2021: A 49-year-old man has
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months in prison for the October 2017
theft of trucks from a company. A number of tractors were
broken into and stolen at the transport company; through a
track and trace system, the police were able to find the stolen
trucks with trailers in a parking lot in Germany. The police found
the perpetrator via DNA that was found on a water bottle in one
of the broken tractors.
Read more: Nieuwsblad (Belgium)
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South Africa

United Kingdom

28 June 2021: Police are still searching for four

26 June 2021: A truck driver who was paid

armed men who bombed and robbed a Cash-in-

£10,000 to smuggle hundreds of thousands

Transit van on the R73 near Welkom. According to

of cigarettes and almost two tonnes of rolling

a Hawks spokesperson, two security officers were

Tobacco into the country has been jailed. He was stopped as

on their way to Virginia at the time of the attack.

he arrived in Dover on a ferry from Calais on 17 April by Border

Read more: The South African

Force officials. When a search of his truck was carried out
officers found 639,000 illicit cigarettes and 1.9 tonnes of hand-

26 June 2021: Police have confirmed that
there was an attempted Cash-in-Transit heist in
Kempton Park. The cash van was travelling from

rolling Tobacco hidden among packets of dried noodle soup.
The duty evaded on the Tobacco was £749,272.
Read more: Kent Online (U.K.)

Johannesburg when it was forced off Modderfontein
Road at Parklands by another vehicle. Police said that when the
vehicle came to a stop, a group of gunmen started shooting and
also tried to use explosives in a bid to gain entry to the van.

Portugal

Read more: EWN (South Africa)

25 June 2021: A boat and its trailer, valued
at around €35,000, which were stolen from a

26 June 2021: Suspected Cash-in-Transit heist

warehouse on a property in Ponte de Sor, were

robbers fled without a cent after a Gauteng traffic
police officer single-handedly foiled the impending
robbery at Greenstone Mall in Edenvale. It is
believed the robbers had rammed one of their vehicles filled with
explosives into the cash van. However, the officer arrived and a
shoot-out ensued between him and the robbers who then fled
without having taken any money.

recovered by the Criminal Investigation Nucleus
(NIC) of the National Republican Guard (GNR) of Coruche.
According to GNR, the boat was stolen after the suspects
carried out “the break-in of the fence and gate of a property to
access a warehouse” in order to steal the goods.
Read more: Notícias do Sorraia (Portugal)

Read more: IOL (South Africa)
25 June 2021: A car was used to ram a Cash-inTransit vehicle and explosives were attempted to be

Spain

used to blow up the van, but failed to explode. The

23 June 2021: Mossos agents arrested five people

police bomb disposal unit conducted a controlled

accused of committing various thefts of the goods

explosion to neutralize the explosives.

they were transporting themselves. Investigators

Read more: Citizen (South Africa)

received several complaints from an online shopping
company in May, in which they reported that the cargo was
handled at some point between origin and destination, and that

Ireland

they recorded losses of up to €130,000 in various trips
Read more: Stiri Diaspora (Romania)

26 June 2021: Gardai are searching for a dangerous
thug who is suspected of being behind at least two
robberies which netted around €100,000 in recent
weeks. The young thief is also the prime suspect
for carrying out an armed robbery on a Cash-in-Transit van in
Crumlin earlier this month.
Read more: Sunday World (Ireland)
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APAC

Hong Kong
30 June 2021: The Hong Kong Customs
Department announced Wednesday the seizure
of 110 kilograms of cocaine from Brazil at the

India

city’s airport, the largest stash by air discovered
in the last twenty years. The source estimated that the drug’s
1 July 2021: A gang of inter-district

total street value would be at about 130 million Hong Kong

vehicle thieves were arrested by a team

dollars (USD $16.7 million.) The Customs Department said

of police personnel led by Kaup police

they required X-rays to discover the drugs, hidden within two

circle inspector. Vehicles (including a truck that was stolen by

hydraulic systems of 1,500 kilos each, and which arrived on a

breaking open the gate of a bitumen plant at Santhoor Alumbe,

flight of goods from Brazil whose cargo was not inspected until

Mudarangady) were seized from their possession.

22 June.

Read more: Daiji World (India)

Read more: La Prensa Latina (Memphis, TN)

20 June 2021: Police arrested six
persons on charges of stealing a truck
after threatening the driver with a knife,
and have also arrested a person who had bought the stolen

Malaysia

truck. When the NR Police were on their regular beat, they

18 June 2021: Rs 96 lakh was stolen from a vehicle

saw two individuals on a scooter take a sudden turn on seeing

in Kuttanelloor as it was traveling from Coimbatore

them. The two were carrying the diesel tank guard, parts of the

to Muvattupuzha. The incident took place on March

truck cabin, and the truck’s front name board. The Police, on

22 in Kuttanelloor. The truck was stopped by a man

suspicion, chased the scooter and caught the duo.

claiming to be an inspector. The driver and his assistant were

Read more: Star of Mysore (India)

taken away in another car on the pretext that the inspector had
received information that cannabis was being smuggled in the
truck.
Read more: Asianet News (Malaysia)

China
30 June 2021: Up to 5% of global freight capacity is
being held up in China following a recent COVID-19
outbreak at the country’s largest container terminal,
a German think tank warned this week. The bottleneck comes
as the global economy is already smarting from major delays to
shipping caused by coronavirus lockdowns around the world.
Read more: DW Akademie (Germany)
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North & South
America

Mexico
30 June 2021: Three security guards and
two criminals were injured in a shootout that
ensued when approximately ten armed criminals
attempted to steal cash from an armored vehicle as the security
guards were about to restock an ATM in Tlaquepaque,

Brazil

Jalisco. The two injured criminals were treated for their wounds
26 June 2021: The number of cargo
thefts in Jundiaí reduced by 67% in May,
compared to April, when there were 9

occurrences. On the other hand, according to statistics released
by the Secretariat of Public Security (SSP), robberies in general
increased 14% from April to May. The reduction in the number
of cargo thefts was due to the task force set up by the Civil,
Military and Municipal Police.
Read more: Jornal de Jundiaí (Brazil)
26 June 2021: According to data released
by the Secretariat of Public Security of the
State of São Paulo, the number of cargo
thefts rose from three to seven from March to April, resulting
in sixteen total occurrences of this nature in 2021 in the city of
Cotia, São Paulo State.
Read more: Cotia & Cia (Brazil)

and taken into custody by authorities, while their accomplices
were able to escape with an unspecified amount of money.
Read more: ADN 40 (Mexico)
29 June 2021: A former police officer is being
investigated for leading a criminal group that targets
trucks leaving the Mexico City International Airport
customs area. The group has been tied to the theft of
cellphone, Electronics, and sportswear loads.
Read more: Julio Astillero (Mexico)
25 June 2021: Four men were arrested in San Luis
Teolocholco, Tlaxcala when authorities located
a tractor trailer reported stolen on 23 June parked
within a property on Av. Ixtlahuaca. The men were
offloading the contents of the stolen vehicle, which had been
stolen on Highway Via Corta Chiautempan-Puebla (MEX-121).
Read more: El Sol de Tlaxcala (Mexico)

24 June 2021: Police officers started the Fogo
Amigo operation, the result of six months of
investigation, and seized more than R$ 20 million
in steel and hardware cargo. The police began
investigating the case, after verifying the increase in theft and
robbery of steel cargoes leaving Maranhão, Minas Gerais and
Pará States. The investigation found that a criminal organization
used an application and other platforms to conduct business
involving transport of iron and steel.
Read more: Metropoles (Brazil)
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U.S. & Canada
29 June 2021: $300,000 worth of fashion
accessories were stolen by a Moonachie, New
Jersey warehouse employee. The 19-year-old
male was arrested for using a fraudulent shipping scheme to
divert merchandise to addresses associated to him.
Read more: The Ridgewood Blog (Ridgewood, NJ)
28 June 2021: Heavy rainfall caused severe
flooding in Michigan which impacted traffic,
leaving truckers stranded on I-94 in Detroit for
an extended period. The power outages that
resulted from the heavy rains impeded the removal of water from
roadways as multiple freeway pump houses were left without
power.
Read more: CDL Life
24 June 2021: $400,000 worth of figure skates
were recovered in Scarborough, Ontario a year
after the tractor-trailer carrying them was reported
stolen from a business in Cambridge. The empty trailer was
located in July 2020 and police completed the search warrant at
the storage unit where the cargo was located on June 22, 2021.
Read more: CTV News

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written consent
of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit in a theft
prevention capacity. Where possible, we have elected to maintain news articles and briefs in their native grammatical format. ©2021 Carrier.
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