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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
12 July 2021.
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carried out checks on Place Gabriel Péri
in Lyon. Several people were arrested for
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cigarette trafficking, theft, and illegal occupation of the square.
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A border police truck was also parked near the metro entrance,
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allowing for direct verification of the identities of the arrested
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Read more: Radio Scoop (France)
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Ireland
8 July 2021: A court has heard how a bucket
belonging to a track machine fell off the side of
a low loader travelling through Newtownforbes
after chains designed to hold the heavy duty
vehicle were stolen only hours earlier. The court heard how
gardaí had been on patrol in the area when coming across a low
loader which had lost an excavator bucket from one of two track
machines it was carrying.
Read more: Longford Leader (Ireland)
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South Africa

Russia

8 July 2021: An Eastern Cape Cash-in-Transit

8 July 2021: A resident of the Khabarovsk

truck driver has been arrested for allegedly being

territory can get five years in prison for

part of a plot of fifteen heavily armed men who

breaking into a warehouse and stealing meat

attacked and robbed the cash van he was driving

products. The owner of the stolen property

before making off with more than R6 million in cash.

suffered damage of almost 50,000 rubles. According to law

Read more: News 24 (South Africa)

enforcement officers, the suspect admitted that he tore the lock
from the warehouse door hinges and stole the meat for illegal

7 July 2021: Members of the Pietermaritzburg
explosion unit removed explosives from the R616

resale and profit.
Read more: Amur Media (Russia)

road between Bergville and Ladysmith after a
7 July 2021: Attackers broke the glass of

Cash-in-Transit heist. An armoured vehicle was
first forced to a stop between the Harmony Farm entrance and

an unguarded warehouse of a management

Geluksburg turn-off before the doors were blasted open.

company. Upon entry, they stole cranes, pressure

Read more: News 24 (South Africa)

gauges and adjustable wrenches from the
warehouse. The police found that two local residents could be

6 July 2021: Two thugs armed with AK-47s were
killed during a failed Cash-in-Transit robbery. They

involved in the theft.
Read more: Tula.mk (Russia)

died after being run over by a Cash-in-Transit
5 July 2021: Two local residents, aged 22 and

vehicle in Oakley Trust outside Mkhuhlu near
Bushbuckridge, Mpumalanga.

32, stole metal items worth 20,000 rubles from

Read more: ZimEye (Zimbabwe)

a production facility. Police officers examined the
scene of the incident and established that three

6 July 2021: Gauteng police have launched a
manhunt for a group of at least thirty robbers
following a Cash-in-Transit heist in Johannesburg.

metal doors and a manhole cover of a well had been stolen from
the applicant’s warehouse.
Read more: Hour 24 (Russia)

The heist, which took place on the N1 highway, saw
security guards targeted after they had collected money from

4 July 2021: An employee of a local chain store

a bank in Ormonde. They were travelling toward a branch in

contacted the Torzhoksky police to report the

Krugersdorp when they were ambushed.

theft of Tobacco products from a warehouse. The

Read more: News 24 (South Africa)

damage amounted to over 50,000 rubles. The police identified
the suspect who turned out to be an employee of a trading

2 July 2021: Gqeberha police are on the hunt for
at least ten armed suspects who allegedly robbed

enterprise.
Read more: Tver News (Russia)

a Cash-in-Transit vehicle outside a shopping centre.
The armoured vehicle was parked near free-standing
ATMs outside the Cleary Park Shopping Centre in Stanford
Road when the incident took place.
Read more: Herald Live (South Africa)

Germany
7 July 2021: More than €8 million were stolen from
a fund convoy company by a woman employed as
a money conveyor from Bremen. The money was
originally delivered to her before being handed over
to banks and ATMs. However, the banks never saw the money.
Read more: Capital (France)
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North & South
America

India
9 July 2021: A man has been accused of theft
from the sealed liquor warehouse of Samalkha.

Brazil

He had stolen a large quantity of liquor boxes from

7 July 2021: Three people were captured,

the warehouse during the lockdown last year. He

suspected of participating in an attempt to rob

was arrested by the police near Anaj Mandi Cut, after being
on the run for a year. Nineteen suspects accused have already

a Cash-in-Transit vehicle in the city of Piquet
Carneiro, in the interior of Ceará State. The gang

been arrested in this incident.

acted in four cars and a motorcycle. The men approached and

Read more: Jagran (India)

forced the armored car to stop on highway CE-060, then placed
explosives in the vehicle.

30 June 2021: After the arrest of a key suspect,

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

police got an in-depth understanding of the
operations of ATM thieves. Police observed the

6 July 2021: Civil Police of Mato Grosso issued

thefts and took videos of his operations for trial and

thirty-one arrest and search-and-seizure warrants

research. The thief was nabbed from a hideout in Ballabhgarh

within Operation Safra, which investigated a

village near Faridabad, Haryana. Police said a gang of thieves

criminal organization based in the state of São

split into groups and targeted cash machines in Chennai,

Paulo that was involved in the theft of grain loads in Mato

Tiruvannamalai, Kancheepuram and Vellore. The gang stole a

Grosso and other states. For many years, the owner and other

total of Rs 48 lakh.

members of a transport company had been “diverting” loads of

Read more: The Times of India

grain in Mato Grosso, as shown in more than forty police reports
registered by the companies that own the loads.
Read more: Polícia Civil do Estado de Mato Grosso (Brazil)

Singapore

4 July 2021: The number of cargo thefts in Rio
de Janeiro has been decreasing. According to

9 July 2021: Rising costs to ship crops globally

police, one of the reasons is the indictment of drug

are adding to concerns about food inflation that

traffickers in favelas where cargoes are taken.

are already at decade-highs and hitting cost-

Read more: O Dia (Brazil)

sensitive consumers in import-dependent markets. The cost
of bulk carriers that move grains and oilseeds from production
hubs in the Americas and Black Sea to key consumers have
roughly doubled from last year due to rising fuel costs, tighter
vessel supply and longer port turnaround times amid COVID-19
curbs, according to grain and shipping sources.
Read more: Reuters

4 July 2021: Military police officers from the 34th
Military Police Battalion disrupted an attempt to
rob a load of cigarettes valued at R$ 712,000,
on BR 116 Highway near km 118 in Magé. According to the
police, agents surrounded the criminals when searching one of
the accesses of Comunidade Lagoa and located two vehicles.
Upon realizing the presence of police, criminals fired shots at the
agents, who reacted to the attack. The group managed to flee
and there were no injuries in the action.
Read more: O Dia (Brazil)

sensitech.com

SCIC Global Intelligence Note 12 July 2021

3

Mexico

U.S. & Canada
8 July 2021: Cargo thieves in Durango

8 July 2021: Michigan State Police temporarily

attempted to steal two loads of copper but

shut down I-75 to investigate a shooting in

decided to abandon the cargo once the National

Brownstown Township, Michigan. The incident

Guard initiated the search. Authorities were alerted

was reported by a semi-truck driver who indicated that a

of the theft by the monitoring center, who had lost contact with

passenger vehicle driver fired multiple shots at his trailer.

the two drivers on the highway that connects Gomez Palacio,

Read more: CDL Life

Durango to Ciudad Jimenez. The drivers were found tied up in
the tractors near km 88 of the highway, while the loaded trailers

7 July 2021: The U.S. trade gap widened by

were located near km 74 of that same highway.

3.1% in May to the second largest on record, as

Read more: El Sol de Parral (Mexico)

American consumers continue buying more goods
and overseas demand for U.S. products increase,

4 July 2021: A suspected cargo thief is facing

but at a slower rate.

criminal charges for aggravated theft in the state

Read more: Transport Topics

of Jalisco after reportedly being involved in the
Hijacking of a MXN $2 million load of tires on the

7 July 2021: Hundreds of railcars were stranded

highway from Guadalajara to Colima. The male in question

after wildfires damaged two rail lines in Canada.

was arrested when found aboard the stolen truck, along with

The two railway companies affected account

the driver, who reported that the male had intercepted the unit
in-transit, firing gunshots to intimidate the driver.
Read more: El Occidental (Mexico)

for the majority of train transportation to the
Vancouver port. As such, the damages have caused delays in
both imports and exports.
Read more: Transport Topics

4 July 2021: The Hidalgo Secretary of Public
Security reported that several stolen vehicles were
recovered in various municipalities in the state.
Among the recovered vehicles were three tractors
and one trailer. The most notable recovery was that of a tractor
with two trailers still loaded with home appliances. The load,
which had been reported stolen moments earlier, was found in
Atitalaquia.
Read more: La Silla Rota Hidalgo (Mexico)
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