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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
19 July 2021.
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a case, which means that many of them do not end up being
reported to Europol.
Read more: Tranzit (Romania)
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Gulf of Guinea
16 July 2021: In Q2-2021, piracy in the Gulf of Guinea,
which has become the global epicenter for sea piracy,
fell to the lowest since Q2-2019. This is according to a
report recently published by the International Maritime
Bureau. The report disclosed that globally there were 68
incidents of piracy and armed robbery against ships – the lowest
total since 1994 – down from 98 incidents during the same
period last year.
Read more: Niyi Tabiti (Nigeria)
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South Africa

15 July 2021: A union representative stole

14 July 2021: Operations at South Africa’s

£12,000 worth of cigarettes from a warehouse in

major ports, Durban and Richards Bay, and

St Helens. He took seven bags of cigarettes from

a freight rail line connecting Durban with the

the warehouse after working there for ten years.
Read more: Liverpool Echo (U.K.)

Gauteng province have been severely disrupted
after days of violent protests in response to the government’s
recent arrest of former president Jacob Zuma. The South African
logistics group Transnet said in a statement that force majeure
had been declared on the NATCOR rail line.

Germany

Read more: Splash 247 (South Africa)

15 July 2021: Thieves were active on rest areas

12 July 2021: SASSA has suspended payments

along the A4 and damaged the tarpaulins of

countrywide due to protest action in Gauteng and

parked trucks in order to inspect their load.

KZN. The Cash-in-Transit (CIT) industry informed

At around 4 a.m. on Friday morning at the
Eichelborn Süd rest area between the Erfurt-Vieselbach and
Nohra junction, a truck driver discovered that goods had been
stolen from his trailer. An undetermined amount of food was
missing from the truck that was transporting goods for a grocery
chain.
Read more: PressePortal (Germany)

The Netherlands

SASSA they won’t provide cash deliveries to pay
points until further notice, in order to ensure the safety of
their delivery staff and SASSA beneficiaries. SASSA urges
beneficiaries to make use of alternative pay points like bank
ATMs.
Read more: The Daily Vox (South Africa)

Tanzania
14 July 2021: The High Court in Tanzania has

15 July 2021: Customs intercepted 500 kilos of

ordered a security company to pay a cement

cocaine in the port of Rotterdam. The drugs, with

manufacturer a total of Tsh764 million (about USD

a street value of more than €37.5 million, were
hidden between a batch of bananas.
Read more: Telegraaf (The Netherlands)

$329,452) over multiple thefts and loss of property.
In a counter lawsuit, the cement company had blamed the
security company for poor security services that led to the loss
of its property.
Read more: All Africa

Russia
14 July 2021: Police in Belovo received a
call that an unauthorized person had entered
one of the city’s warehouses. They located
and detained a man hiding in the thickets with signs of alcoholic
intoxication. According to preliminary information, the detainee
entered the warehouse with the aim of stealing fittings, but
was noticed by a guard, who reported the incident to law
enforcement officers.
Read more: Kuzbass News (Russia)

Kenya
6 July 2021: Coffee societies have reportedly
been delivering small batches of the produce to
factories due to fear of theft, affecting auction
at the Nairobi exchange. The Nairobi Coffee
Exchange says five millers that had been issued with trading
licenses by the Capital Markets Authority had not submitted
samples for sale. In the last six months, four factories have lost
more than 360 bags of coffee valued at about USD $53,600.
Read more: All Africa
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12 July 2021: The Kapurthala police arrested
four miscreants for a robbery and murder case
in which a truck driver was hacked to death and
his body dumped in the Beas. His iron-rod laden

Thailand

truck was also robbed. The highway robbery was solved within
nineteen hours of the incident.
Read more: Tribune India

16 July 2021: Police arrested three suspects and
seized ten kilograms of crystal methamphetamine

9 July 2021: A driver had parked his truck at a

stuffed in floor mattresses that were being prepared

workshop in Kundalpatti for three days due to

for shipment to Hong Kong. Over the past few

repairs. The truck is said to have been stolen.

months, Thai law enforcement has been cracking down on
illegal drug shipments en route to other countries. The Seaport
Interdiction Task Force searched a pickup truck shipping
company in the Navamin area of Bangkok’s Bung Kum district

Mathigonpalayam police have registered a case and
are searching for the person responsible.
Read more: Maalaimalar (India)

and found the methamphetamine hidden in folding mattresses
on the truck.
Read more: The Thaiger (Thailand)

India

North & South
America

15 July 2021: Not only cars and bikes, now trucks
are also being Hijacked. Recently, perpetrators
hijacked a truck parked in Bhupalapalli district at
the Regonda check post.
Read more: The Times of India

Brazil
14 July 2021: The cities of Niterói and
São Gonçalo are the municipalities with
the highest increase in cargo theft records

14 July 2021: A driver had parked his container

in the Metropolitan Region of Rio de Janeiro. According to the

truck on the Karur-Madurai bypass road near

Public Security Institute (ISP), in the first five months of the year,

Attayambarappu. When he returned a short time

Niterói presented an increase of 121.8%, compared to the same

later, he found the container truck was stolen by

period of 2020, with 122 cases. São Gonçalo had 434 cases of

unidentified people.

cargo theft, an increase of 11%. The two cities go against the

Read more: Maalaimalar (India)

downward trend, presented by the state average, also taking
into account the first five months of 2021. This year, the entire

12 July 2021: Pimpri-Chinchwad police have
arrested a gang of six people for allegedly committing

State of Rio de Janeiro registered a drop of 11.9%.
Read more: A Tribuna (Brazil)

thefts of trucks and vans from different parts of the
state. According to a press release, the gang was

13 July 2021: An attempt to rob a Cash-in-Transit

busted after a team began a probe into a truck theft case.

vehicle took place in Porto Amazonas, on the

Acting on a tip-off, a Hinjewadi police station team laid a trap in

BR-277 highway. Heavily-armed assailants crossed

Sus area earlier this week.
Read more: Indian Express

a truck on the road and fired shots at the vehicle.
The driver returned to the toll plaza and the bandits eventually
gave up on the robbery.
Read more: In Foco RS (Brazil)
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13 July 2021: Armed criminals detained six
employees and robbed an automobile parts

U.S. & Canada
15 July 2021: The emergency hours-of-service

company in the Industrial Park, in Jundiaí city
(São Paulo State). The victims told police that they heard the

waiver for truck drivers and carriers is under review

criminals requesting a truck by phone to transport the stolen

as the U.S. economy reopens. The waiver, which

goods. They took a truck loaded with catalytic devices.

has been modified several times since it was

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

implemented in March 2020, allows drivers hauling
emergency products to drive for longer periods without violating

13 July 2021: A truck with a load of Electronics
(which was stolen in Escada city, Zona da Mata
of Pernambuco State) was recovered in Agrestina
city, in Agreste. At the scene, the police saw the

hours of service regulations. At the moment, the waiver is set to
continue through August, but the expiration date may be moved
up as the situation warrants.
Read more: FreightWaves.com

suspects transferring the load from the truck to another truck,
which also had a record of theft. The truck driver was taken

13 July 2021: A $10,000 reward is being offered for

hostage during the robbery and was later released.

information regarding the theft of a refrigerated trailer.

Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

The theft occurred in March 2021 in Coral Springs,
Florida, involving a load of food products valued at
$80,000.
Read more: Coral Springs Talk

Mexico
12 July 2021: Plans for an intermodal port in

15 July 2021: Five members of a cargo theft group

Arkansas move forward as transport systems

were arrested in the southeast state of Yucatan.

currently available in the area make it an optimal

Authorities report that the group operated in at least
six states, intercepting trucks while the drivers were
at rest. The stolen cargo would then be shipped to Mexico City
and Puebla via parcel services.
Read more: SIPSE (Mexico)

location for such a project. The port, which will
be located near the Arkansas River, is expected to handle over
400,000 20-foot units per year.
Read more: Transport Topics

15 July 2021: A truck reported stolen was located
by authorities in Gomez Palacio, Durango with
the driver tied up inside the cabin of the tractor. The
shipment: a load of eight steel rolls valued at approx.
MXN $100,000.
Read more: Canal 6 (Mexico)
12 July 2021: Witnesses report that multiple cargo
and delivery trucks were intercepted by criminals
and set on fire, serving as roadblocks on the
highway connecting Uruapan to Cuatro Caminos in
the state of Michoacan.
Read more: MSN.com
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