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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles
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relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
2 August 2021.
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26 July 2021: A captain from the South African
National Defense Force (SANDF) has been arrested
and is facing charges for a Cash-in-Transit heist.
The soldier will be appearing in the Outdshoorn
Magistrate’s Court on charges of robbery with aggravating
circumstances. The SANDF member was found to be one of
four assailants who were arrested for a heist in the Western
Cape in mid-July.
Read more: Briefly (South Africa)
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France

28 July 2021: Police are appealing for witnesses in

27 July 2021: It sounds like a “dog ate my

Kilbarchan after thieves made off with vehicles, cash

homework” excuse for the cloud age, but a

and food worth about £70,000 from a family-run

company says one of its solid-state disks was

business. Officers are keen to speak to anyone who

stolen from a truck, turned up in the hands of

may have seen two white flatbed vans and their occupants in

a YouTuber, and has now made its way back home. A post

the Steeple Street and Barn Green area of the village.

by the CEO revealed that over a year ago, a disk was stolen

Read more: The Gazette (U.K.)

while in transit between two data centres. Fast forward to 2021
and a YouTuber bought the disk on a classified ads site called

28 July 2021: Humberside Police have appealed
for witnesses after the attempted theft of a trailer

Leboncoin.
Read more: The Register (U.K.)

which led to a crash on the M180 last night. Three
individuals tried taking the trailer from an address on

26 July 2021: The criminal court sentenced a

Kiln Lane in Stallingborough using a white truck. After their failed

driver to eighteen months in prison for trying to

attempt, the men left the scene and continued down the A180

smuggle seventeen people into Great Britain.

before crashing into a central reservation of the M180 between

Border police were informed of the presence of

Scawby and Scunthorpe.

the stowaways in a trailer of a heavy goods vehicle containing

Read more: Grimsby Telegraph (U.K.)

pallets of soda during a check carried out at Eurotunnel.
Read more: La Voix du Nord (France)

28 July 2021: Officers with Essex Police are
searching for a silver van stolen from Halstead.

26 July 2021: Company managers of La Ferrière are

Police say the theft took place between 24–26 June.

exasperated due to recent incidents where they were

Now officers want the help of residents to track down

the target of looting, theft and damage of all kinds.

the van.

“If this continues, we are headed for a tragedy,” said

Read more: Halstead Gazette (U.K.)

one manager. “Me, I even sleep on the spot! We have been
burgled eleven times in a few weeks,” said another.

23 July 2021: Police have launched an

Read more: Actu (France)

investigation after a refuse truck was allegedly
taken while workers were on a break and crashed

24 July 2021: The French Secours populaire in Val-

into a wall. Youths reportedly took the vehicle after

d’Oise had one of its trucks stolen, two months after

the refuse crew parked for a break before it collided with a wall

the theft of a refrigerated truck. This time, it was a

in Briton Ferry.

health vehicle that was stolen from a closed and

Read more: Wales Online (U.K.)

guarded car park on rue Boris Vian, in Saint-Ouen-l’Aumône.
Read more: Actu (France)

The Netherlands
27 July 2021: In the overnight hours, a tractor

Morocco

with container chassis was stolen from the building

23 July 2021: The Casablanca police force

of a company in Lekkerkerk. Thanks to visitors

has arrested a criminal gang made up of drivers,

of Transport Online, the tractor and the container

mechanics and receivers, specializing in the

chassis with container have since been recovered, but the cargo

theft of truck trailers belonging to companies. The thieves were

has not been found.

dismantling trailer trucks on a farm in El Jadida to sell them as

Read more: Transport Online (The Netherlands)

spare parts in the junkyard.
Read more: LE 360 (Morocco)

sensitech.com

SCIC Global Intelligence Note 2 August 2021

2

APAC

North & South
America

India
27 July 2021: A customs inspector at the airport
was arrested last week for stealing 995g of gold

Brazil

coins worth Rs 34 lakh from the customs warehouse

28 July 2021: Two retired military policemen were

before getting transferred to another place in April.

killed during an attempt to rob a truck with a load
of cell phones in the Jundiaí city (São Paulo State)

He has been booked under IPC for criminal breach of trust by a

region. The police were escorting the cargo valued

public servant.
Read more: The Times of India

at R$3 million, when heavily armed criminals approached the
truck.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)

New Zealand
21 July 2021: If you find your parcel doesn’t arrive, it

27 July 2021: The Military Police arrested a man and
recovered a stolen vehicle carrying a load of metal,
valued at approximately R$ 1.5 million, at kilometer

might have been stolen in Hawke’s Bay along with

18.5 of Via Anchieta, in São Bernardo do Campo (São

the brightly coloured NZ Post courier van it was in.

Paulo State). The vehicle was stolen a moment earlier on Lions

A spokesperson for NZ Post confirmed a courier van

Avenue, also in São Bernardo do Campo city.

was stolen in the Napier area this week.

Read more: Repórter Diário (Brazil)

Read more: NZ Herald (New Zealand)
23 July 2021: A criminal group suspected of
intercepting a Cash-in-Transit vehicle and stealing
around R$ 2 million on the runway at the Nova
Olinda do Norte Airport (Amazonas State) was
arrested during a police operation. The eight suspects, who
carried out the robbery on 29 June, were arrested in Roraima
State and Manacapuru city (Manaus State).
Read more: Toda Hora (Brazil)
20 July 2021: Cargo theft showed a
reduction of 11% in the first half of 2021
against 2020 in the state of Rio de Janeiro.
The indicator also dropped 4% if we take into account only the
month of June. There were 2,283 cases in the first half of 2021
and 387 in June. Vehicle theft and street theft decreased by 7%
and 6% respectively in the year.
Read more: O Dia (Brazil)
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Mexico

U.S. & Canada

28 July 2021: Authorities recovered a MXN $1.5

27 July 2021: Canada border workers have

million load of cashew nuts as the cargo was being

voted for possible strike action, which could take

offloaded into one of the warehouses in the Tultitlan

effect as soon as August 6, affecting commercial

Supply Market (Central de Abastos) in the State of

traffic, international mail and parcel deliveries,

Mexico.

and major shipping companies at the border and ports of entry.

Read more: A Fondo Estado de México (Mexico)

Read more: CBC News

27 July 2021: Hidalgo Law Enforcement recovered

23 July 2021: The effects of import surges,

three trucks loaded with over 3,000 liters of stolen

container shortages, tight capacity, and a number

Fuel, two semi-tractors, and one flatbed trailer loaded

of significant incidents have reached Chicago,

with rebar in the Tula de Allende area. The loaded

leading to a supply chain bottleneck as railroad

flatbed trailer was reported stolen in the state of Queretaro and

ramps become increasingly congested. The issue is further

located with cargo intact in the Michimaloya community.

amplified by labor and equipment shortages across related

Read more: La Silla Rota Hidalgo (Mexico)

industries.
Read more: The Wall Street Journal

27 July 2021: Almost 1,800 pressure washers
were recovered in El Salto, Jalisco after armed
criminals intercepted the truck transporting the
cargo. The vehicle was located the same day of
the theft in San Pedro Tlaquepaque; however, the cargo was
found at an estate in the Los Minerales Colony in El Salto.
Read more: NTR Guadalajara (Mexico)
26 July 2021: A truck driver was intercepted by
cargo thieves at a restaurant located on Highway
Monterrey-Saltillo (MEX-40D) in Ramos Arizpe,
Coahuila. They held the driver for 24 hours,
forcing him to answer calls from his security department and
monitoring center, indicating that everything was fine. The
cargo stolen consisted of thirty tons of steel rolls valued at
approximately MXN $5 million.
Read more: El Siglo de Torreón (Mexico)
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