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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
9 August 2021.
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3 August 2021: Armed assailants bombed an
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armored cash vehicle after shooting and injuring
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the driver on the road between KaNyamazane
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and KaBokweni. The Mpumalanga Hawks’
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spokesperson said three armed men forced the armored vehicle
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to a standstill and shot the front right and rear tyres.
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Read more: Lowvelder (South Africa)
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30 July 2021: A security guard, accused of
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being involved in a 29 April Cash-in-Transit heist

U.S. & Canada......................................................................... 4

which ended in a shootout with the police, will be
appearing in the Somerset West Magistrate’s Court.
Read more: News 24 (South Africa)
29 July 2021: More than 1,400 ATMs and close
to 300 bank branches were damaged by looters in
Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal. It’s estimated that
R20 million could’ve been stolen from ATMs during
the unrest, according to Banking Association South Africa. But
the cost of replacing a single ATM – R385,000 – is likely to be
much more costly to the sector.
Read more: Business Insider (South Africa)
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United Kingdom

Germany

4 August 2021: Police have reported that a police

3 August 2021: In Brandenburg, criminals

car was rammed several times by a small truck

removed the control units from two brand new,

following a track and pursuit. Officers in Hackney

unregistered semitrailer tractors and stole them. The

proceeded to make contact with the stolen vehicle

damage was in the five-digit range.

in order to prevent any injury to the police and members of the

Read more: Moz (Germany)

public, at which point their car was allegedly rammed.
Read more: My London News (U.K.)

3 August 2021: In the period from 27 July to 3
August, property damage to several vehicles and

3 August 2021: A van which was loaded up

a theft from a truck occurred in Dorfen. Someone

with food for a food bank service was stolen
from King’s Church, in the town centre. The

had parked vehicles at a former brickworks hall at
the “Tonwerk.” Unknown perpetrators damaged two trucks, a

van driver arrived in the morning to find the vehicle was missing

car and a mobile home there. The truck was cut open along its

– it had been stolen overnight. People were at the Orford King’s

entire length; some items were taken out and distributed on the

table pop up the next morning but had to be turned away after

floor.

being informed of the theft.

Read more: Idowa (Germany)

Read more: Warrington Guardian (U.K.)
1 August 2021: In the overnight hours, unknown
3 August 2021: Multiple police units from

persons forcibly gained access to the loading

Northamptonshire and Leicestershire were kept busy

areas of several trucks on Tom-Brook-Strasse in

after receiving reports that trucks were being broken

Südbrookmerland. Several tools were stolen from the loading

into at the M1 Services in Northampton.

area, causing damage over €1,000.

Read more: Leicester Mercury (U.K.)

Read more: PressePortal (Germany)

1 August 2021: A van stolen from Manchester was

1 August 2021: In the overnight hours, unknown

brought to a dramatic stop by police in North Wales.

perpetrators stole the entire exhaust system of a

Police had been pursuing the van in a high-speed
chase along the A55 before a team of waiting officers

truck in Bischofskamp, in Hildesheim’s northern
part of the city. The system consisted of a catalytic converter,

could bring it to a halt.

control unit, exhaust and rear silencer.

Read more: Manchester Evening News (U.K.)

Read more: Hildesheimer Presse (Germany)

30 July 2021: A lorry driver who tried to smuggle

30 July 2021: Thieves stole a truck loaded with

more than one million cigarettes into the U.K. has

scaffolding in the Main-Kinzig district. The police

been jailed for 18 months after an investigation

estimates the damage at €60,000 and asked the

by HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC). The driver was stopped

population for evidence.

by Border Force officers at Coquelles in France, before he could

Read more: Fuldaer Zeitung (Germany)

cross the Channel to Dover.
Read more: Kent Online (U.K.)
30 July 2021: Two men have been arrested following
a theft from a van in Hedge End. This comes after
the van was broken into, disturbing the driver and
their passenger inside the vehicle. After fleeing the
scene, the thieves were located by officers at a nearby service
station.
Read more: Daily Echo (U.K.)
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Tunisia
29 July 2021: A video widely shared on social media
shows two young men stealing cartons of beer from a
truck that got stuck in a traffic jam in Tunis. Motorists
did nothing to stop the thieves or to alert the driver.
Read more: LE 360 (Morocco)
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Italy
30 July 2021: Overnight an organized commando
of unscrupulous criminals blocked traffic by placing

North & South
America

four vans across the streets of Bellaria that lead to
a company specializing in the sale and service of branded PCs
and smartphones. Once traffic was blocked, they broke through
the service entrance and entered the complex.
Read more: 7 Giorni (Italy)
27 July 2021: An attempted robbery occurred
against a truck carrying Tobacco on the A14
Bologna-Taranto motorway in the section between
Andria and Canosa di Puglia, towards Bari. Criminals blocked
the stretch of highway with two heavy vehicles.
Read more: News24 (Italy)
26 July 2021: The Traffic Police of Naples North
dismantled a group of criminals engaged in robberies
of road hauliers. The group is made up of offenders
from the Secondigliano district and the municipalities
of Grumo Nevano and Torre Annunziata.
Read more: Ansa (Italy)

APAC

Brazil
4 August 2021: Federal Highway Police (PRF)
recovered a load of medicines valued at R$ 3.5
million, which was stolen by criminals on the
Régis Bittencourt Highway, in Juquiá city, São
Paulo State. A suspect was arrested and three vehicles were
eventually apprehended. The PRF was able to recover the
medicines after the signal blocker used by the bandits failed.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
3 August 2021: Military police officers from Irajá
battalion are trying to locate the criminals who came
to steal a load valued at R$ 500,000. The truck
with electric bicycles and tires was approached on
Brasil Avenue, near Guadalupe neighborhood. Three bandits
on motorcycles forced the driver to follow them to Chapadão
Complex Favela. Police agents exchanged fire with the
assailants who fled leaving the cargo intact.
Read more: Tupi-FM (Brazil)
3 August 2021: The police intercepted a truck that
had been stolen on BR-101 highway in Itajaí city,

China

Santa Catarina State. It carried a load of 15 steel
3 August 2021: Chinese companies wanting to go
global are running into shipping problems. Access
to cheap manufacturing at home gave Chinese

rolls, valued at R$ 200,000 reais, which was also recovered. A
jammer was also found in the vehicle.
Read more: Click Camboriú (Brazil)

businesses an advantage overseas. But it’s turning
into a disadvantage now, as the pandemic and trade tensions

3 August 2021: The driver of a truck loaded with

disrupt international supply channels.

gasoline was taken hostage during a robbery that

Read more: CNBC

took place on Zeferino Vaz (SP-332) Highway, in
Cosmópolis city, São Paulo State. The bandits
took the driver into captivity while transshipping the Fuel load,
valued at R$ 250,000. The victim stayed in a forested area for

Philippines

about six hours.
Read more: Acidade On (Brazil)

3 August 2021: The Philippine Coastwise Shipping
Association Inc. (PCSA) chairman said the local
shipping industry has been losing billions of pesos
since the outbreak last year, paralyzing both passenger and
cargo volumes.
Read more: Sunstar (Philippines)
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Mexico

U.S. & Canada

5 August 2021: Cargo thieves took advantage of an

5 August 2021: During the May International

unauthorized stop to steal a load of steel beams. The

Roadcheck campaign, 6,710 commercial motor

criminals abandoned the driver in a remote location

vehicles and 2,080 drivers were removed from

after disposing of the GPS transmitter. The trailer, which has two

service. Hours of service violations were the most

turrets on top, is currently missing.

cited, accounting 41.5% of violations out of the over

Read more: El Diario de Coahuila (Mexico)

40,000 commercial motor vehicles/drivers inspected.
Read more: Transport Topics

3 August 2021: Police officers in Tlaquepaque
located a stolen truck loaded with cigarette

3 August 2021: A Quebec furniture company

packs, the vehicle had been violently stolen earlier

had an unwanted surprise when a truck filled with

that same day. The recovered cargo is valued at MXN $3 million.
Read more: Lider 919 (Mexico)

merchandise was stolen. After a call on social
networks, the vehicle was found a few minutes later in the
Shawinigan-Sud area, but it had already been emptied of its

30 July 2021: Hidalgo Law Enforcement
recovered a truck with liquid glucose worth MXN

content.
Read more: Le Nouvelliste (Trois-Rivières, PQ)

$700,000. Even though a jammer disrupted the
GPS signal, security forces were able to locate it on a highway.

1 August 2021: Two retail employees are accused

The truck was being guarded by armed people in another car,

of participating in the theft of USD $2 million worth

who fled upon noticing the arrival of police.

of Electronics from a Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

Read more: La Silla Rota Hidalgo (Mexico)

distribution center. The pair allegedly set aside
pallets of product as they were being offloaded from trucks to
later repackage the goods and ship them to accomplices in
Allentown. The thefts reportedly occurred over a seven-month
period between October 2017 and April 2018.
Read more: Lehigh Valley Live (Easton, PA)

Next edition of the SCIC Global Intelligence Note:
23 August 2021

The information contained in this document is the property of Sensitech Inc. This information may not be sold, licensed, or used for business development in any capacity without the prior written consent
of Sensitech Inc. Sensitech Inc. encourages recipients to use this information for cargo theft prevention activities and to share this information in its entirety with colleagues who may also benefit in a theft
prevention capacity. Where possible, we have elected to maintain news articles and briefs in their native grammatical format. ©2021 Carrier.
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