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The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
11 October 2021.
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the N$943K heist which took place in Walvis Bay
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have been arrested. Authorities are still looking for
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the other three suspects involved in the robbery,
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where one suspect held the driver at gunpoint while the others
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attacked and disarmed the security guards, taking cash boxes.
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Read more: AllAfrica.com
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France
2 October 2021: Police seized 700 kilos of cocaine
with a market value of nearly €30 million near Le
Havre, a major port in northern France. The seizure
occurred while authorities were responding to the Hijacking of a
truck loaded with seafood. Soon after the shipment left the port,
a group of four armed men aboard another vehicle intercepted
the truck, taking the driver hostage. Authorities noticed the
suspicious vehicle via surveillance cameras and immediately
suspected that there was something out of the ordinary about
the shipment.
Read more: Le Point (France)
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South Africa
5 October 2021: Twelve individuals were arrested
on Old Preotoria Road in Midrand, accused of
Hijacking a truck transporting diapers to a retail
warehouse in the area. The criminals apparently
jumped on the truck while it was stopped at a traffic light. The
hijackers forced the driver to continue until reaching Old Pretoria

Brazil

Road, where they began to move the cargo to another truck.

7 October 2021: The Civil Police of Tocantins

Officers arrived at the scene by chance, detecting the suspicious

concluded an investigation of cargo theft and

activity as they were escorting another driver in the area.

identified the members of a gang specialized in theft

Read more: Midrand Reporter (South Africa)

of cigarette cargoes that operated in the states of Maranhão,
Pará and Tocantins. Two individuals were arrested. In 2020,

5 October 2021: Members of a truck Hijacking

the members of the gang, which already worked in the states

syndicate were arrested near Olifantsfontein,

of Pará and also in Maranhão, started to act also in Tocantins,

Tembisa. Authorities had been following a

committing crimes in the city of Araguaína. The criminals

suspicious delivery truck which was found to be

approached the cigarette company’s drivers and deliverymen

loaded with stolen goods consisting of energy drinks, motor

and took them to the countryside, where they transferred the

oil, washing powder, and tin fish. The suspect arrested with

loads to other vehicles. Then they released the victims, who had

the vehicle lead police to a warehouse in Tembisa where more

been held hostage in hands of criminals during the execution of

stolen goods were found.

the crime.

Read more: City of Ekurhuleni (South Africa)

Read more: Surgiu (Brazil)

4 October 2021: As South Africa adjusts to a

6 October 2021: Data from the Secretary of

Level 1 lockdown, experts warn of a surge in crime,

Public Security of São Paulo State show that

particularly Cash-in-Transit robberies. This is based

cargo theft has increased. From January to

on similar trends observed in 2020 when robberies

August 2021 there were 4,131 crimes of this type in the state,

in the country significantly decreased with the Level 5 lockdown

an increase of 4.71% compared to the same period in 2020. Of

and subsequently increased by 22% once restrictions were

the total cases, 1,909 were registered in the Capital (46.21%

lifted.

of occurrences). The metropolitan region, which comprises

Read more: Business Tech (South Africa)

39 municipalities, accounted for 1,273 of the robberies and
thefts (30.82% of the occurrences). The remaining 949 records
correspond to crimes of this kind committed within the State,

APAC

representing 22.97% of the total.
Read more: SINDITAC (Brazil)
4 October 2021: According to Fetranspar
(Federation of Freight Transport Companies of
State of Paraná), based on data provided by State Secretariat

India

for Public Security, last year there were 237 occurrences of
3 October 2021: Six members of a cargo theft
gang operating at the railway goods shed in
Vyasarpadi were arrested on Friday, 1 October.

The group reportedly targeted trucks loaded with rice, wheat,
and chili that had been sent to the state by train.
Read more: DT Next (India)
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theft of food cargoes in the state. The product is already more
targeted than telecommunication equipment (153 cases in 2020)
and cigarettes (102). The cities with the most cases in 2020
were Curitiba (155), São José dos Pinhais (51) and Colombo
(24).
Read more: Bem Paraná (Brazil)
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4 October 2021: Five people were arrested after

1 October 2021: Officers of the National Guard

theft of a load of beer that was transported by truck

and State Police recovered a truck carrying

in São Paulo city. The crime took place on Tietê

construction material. The vehicle and its cargo

riverfront, near the Cruzeiro do Sul bridge, towards

were stolen as the unit transited the Mexico-

Ayrton Senna, in the Pirituba region, north of São Paulo.

Pachuca highway. It was later detected in a speed violation that

According to Military Police, the driver of vehicle was traveling

resulted in a brief chase both on vehicle and on foot. Two men

along the road, on the access to the marginal, when he was

were arrested.

approached by criminals.

Read more: La Silla Rota (Mexico)

Read more: R7 (Brazil)
3 October 2021: Cargo theft in the region of
Campinas city (São Paulo State) grew from

U.S. & Canada

24 cases in the month of August last year

8 October 2021: Two 18-foot trailers were stolen

to 39 in the same period this year, according to data from the

from a facility in Lakeland, Florida. The theft

Public Security Secretariat of São Paulo. However, the first half

occurred early in the morning when surveillance

of 2021 totaled 310 occurrences of the criminal modality, while
in 2020 there were 330 in the same period.
Read more: Correio (Brazil)

cameras recorded two trucks pulling into the loading
area to take the two trailers, which were loaded with equipment.
Read more: The Ledger (Lakeland, FL)
7 October 2021: A truck loaded with electric

Mexico

scooters was stolen at Wayne State University.
Detroit police were able to locate the stolen

5 October 2021: A trailer and his cargo were

vehicle and cargo thanks to the GPS signal emitted by the

recovered in the patrolling operations in the

scooters.

municipality of Tultitlán. The truck was left

Read more: Officer.com

abandoned by the criminals, and the cargo remained
intact. The officers found the unit with what appeared to be a
complete cargo, which consisted in seventeen pallets of ceramic
tiles whose price ascends to MXN 500,000 pesos.
Read more: Todo Texcoco (Mexico)
4 October 2021: A group of criminals Hijacked a
trailer carrying beer as it transited through the state
of Zacatecas. Surveillance units of both the state of
Zacatecas and Aguascalientes coordinated actions
to find the stolen vehicle. The theft occurred at approximately
3:00 in the morning, and the vehicle was located at 7:00 am in
Aguascalientes, just as it was being unloaded. The cargo of the
recovered trailer consisted of beers and had an approximate
value of MXN $1 million.
Read more: El Sol de Centro (Mexico)
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