Global Intelligence Note
22 August 2022

The Sensitech® Supply Chain Intelligence Center (SCIC)
presents a summary of major incidents and news articles

EMEA

relating to cargo theft and intelligence for the week ending
22 August 2022.
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22 August 2022: A second day of strike action is
under way at the U.K.’s busiest container port after
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workers walked out on Sunday in a pay dispute.
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The union Unite said about 1,900 of its members were taking
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action, expected to last eight days, at the Port of Felixstowe in
Suffolk. A 7% pay offer from the port operator was described as
“significantly below” the rate of inflation by Unite. Strike action at
the port is expected to last until Monday, 29 August.
Read more: BBC News (U.K.)
17 August 2022: Six people were arrested on in
warrants carried out by Northamptonshire Police.
They are believed to have been involved in the
April 2021 theft of tools worth almost £300,000 from a lorry
in Northampton. The four warrants were the latest in an
investigation into serious and organised crime. As a result of
the warrants, six people were arrested, a quantity of cash and
power tools were recovered, and a sword and baton were
seized.
Read more: Northants Live (U.K.)
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Germany
14 August 2022: An inland shipping company
can no longer transport containers over a large

North & South
America

part of the Rhine in Germany due to low water
levels. At the town of Kaub, the water level will drop below
40 centimeters, which means that the container carrier ships
can no longer sail safely on the part of the river between Bonn
and Basel. The shipping company reports that it now wants to
transport some containers by rail. However, the capacity here is
not nearly large enough to transport everything.
Read more: Transport Online (The Netherlands)

Brazil
17 August 2022: A joint effort of the Civil Police of
Goias, the State Police Station for Repression of
Theft and Cargo Robbery (Decar), the Ituiutaba
(MG) Police Station and the Federal Highway Police (PRF) made
possible to launch an operation against an organized crime
group dedicated to fuel cargo theft. The criminal activity of the
group involved at least 15 incidents that used 43 vehicles and
caused at least R$ 7 million.
Read more: Diário da Manhã (Brazil)
17 August 2022: Three suspects were shot down
by the Federal Highway Police after the agents
prevented the theft of cargo on the Washington
Luiz highway, on BR-040, height of Duque de Caxias (RJ), in
the Baixada Fluminense. The crime was reported when a silver
car with four armed men crossed the highway at high speed.
According to police, the bandits were looking for a random
target. Due to the speed at which the car was traveling, the PRF
initiated a chase and exchange of fire. Two bandits were killed
on the spot, and one arrived dead at the hospital. The fourth is
hospitalized in stable condition.
Read more: Massa News (Brazil)
11 August 2022: Police dismantled a gang that
stole tires in Rio de Janeiro and exchanged them for
cocaine coming from São Paulo. The investigation
proved that drug traffickers use cargo theft to close deals at
zero cost and facilitating the transaction.
Read more: Globo G1 (Brazil)
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16 August 2022: A repeated offender regarding

19 August 2022: Equipment and beer were stolen

cargo theft was apprehended for a third time in the

along with a box truck from a Spokane, Washington

municipality of Aguascalientes. State police were

brewery.

alerted regarding the theft of a tractor trailer. The unit

Read more: KREM-TV (Spokane, WA)

was located transiting over 21st Century Avenue; as the driver
didn’t comply to stop the vehicle, the officers blocked the cargo

16 August 2022: A mobile network company is offering

unit. Inside they found a man that had been previously arrested

a $100,000 reward for any information leading to the

for freight theft and kidnapping drivers.
Read more: El Clarinete (Mexico)

recovery of a truck carrying multi-million dollar load of
cellphones that was on its way to Miami.
Read more: WPLG-TV (Miami, FL)

16 August 2022: Police apprehended one of the
criminals from a violent Cash-in-Transit van theft from
that occurred in March 2022. The theft occurred in the
Julian Obregon borough of León, Guanajuato. Using a crane
and a pick-up truck, the criminals rammed the front and the rear
of the armored truck, forcing the two custodians guarding the
valuables to exit the vehicle. One of the custodians was shot in
the leg, the other suffered a grave concussion.
Read more: Noticias Vespertinas (Mexico)
14 August 2022: A driver was tied up inside
the cab of his truck in San Luis Potosí and
abandoned while the criminals unhooked the trailer
and escaped. The man was eventually rescued by
agents of the State’s Civil Guard, who noticed the abandoned
vehicle in the industrial area of the city. Upon closer inspection
they saw the driver tied up with duct tape around his hands
and feet. The officers freed him and helped him receive medical
attention. The whereabouts of both the suspects and the cargo
unit remain unknown.
Read more: El Heraldo de San Luis Potosí (Mexico)
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